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PREFACE 



Proba bly n o branch of science has made such astounding 
advances during the past decade as has seismology, if exception 
be made of the studies of radiant energy. Attention is drawn 
to this growth in the name **New Seismology," which refers to 
the fact that earthquakes may now be studied from a distant 
station as well as .upon the ground. This term tells, however, 
but a part of the story; for the methods of study used in the 
field are being almost as thoroughly transformed as have the 
distinctly instrumental and physical studies made at fixed 
observing stations. 

We have, thus, to-day two wholly different types of earth- 
quake investigators. On the one hand, there is the body of 
watchmen posted at observatories, who, with the aid of delicate 
and largely automatic instruments, are able to announce the 
arrival of earth shocks and study the registration of wave 
motions which have originated in jars anywhere upon or near 
the surface of the globe. In cooperation they are now able to 
fix the location of the disturbed districts, and thus for the first 
time it is possible to issue an annual earthquake catalogue for 
the planet regarded as a whole. These earthquake watchmen 
have been trained as physicists, and are in many, probably in 
most, cases without s]X)cial knowledge of geology. A different 
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body of investigators are those geologists who are awakened to 
appreciate the fact that earthcjuakcs are but manifestations of 
the forces which are active ^^^thin the earth's crust, and con- 
stitute, therefore, a most important pro\ince within their field 
of study. 

Until quite recently the theories of earthcjuakes which have 
obtained general acceptance recjuired the study of the subject 
to (consist largely of mathematical computations based upon 
extensive compilations of data of variable and often indetermi- 
nate values. It is for this reason that the subject has been so 
generally neglected by geologists — a neglect reflected with suf- 
ficient clearness by the brief treatment of the subject even in 
the more extended manuals of gcoU)g>'. In the new movement 
for eartlujuake study America has as yet had little part. The 
disiister in California on April IS, IIKK), has, however, aroust»d 
a lively interest in the subject throughout the countr>', and 
it is quite likely that stMsmology will soon Ix? dignified by sep- 
arate treatment in the courses of study of some of our higher 
institutions of learning. Plans arc also being made to establish 
earthquake stations in connection with a numlx^r of American 
universities. , 

If the best results are to Ik? obtained, it is essential that the 
physicist and his brother, the geologist, should Ix* brought into 
a closer association than has yet characterized the recent study 
of earthtjuakes. The establishment of earthtiuake stations at 
universities where seismology is taught as a part of geology 
may be expected to do much to this end. 

Essential facts concerning earth(|uakes have too often Ix^en 
overlooked because the subject has Ix'en studied less in original 
contributions than in text-book d(»scriptions, which have in turn 
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been copied from other and earlier texts. More than in most 
fields of science the original monographs are intelligible to the 
general reader, and hence fairly full descriptions from original 
sources of some of the more instructive earthquakes have been 
included in the foUowmg pages. For the student these descrip- 
tions are not, however, meant to take the place of the original 
articles themselves, to which reference is made, and which should, 
if p>ossible, be made directly accessible. 

In preparing the manuscript of this book the author has been 
placed under special obligation to Mr. W. D. Johnson of the 
United States Geological Survey, whose extremely valuable 
maps of the eartlKjuake faults in the Owen's Valley are here for 
the first time published. Professor F. W. Kelscy, head of the 
I^tin Department in the University of Michigan, has rendered 
invaluable ass* stance in the treatment of the earthquake theories 
of the Greek philosophers. Dr. T. H. Holland, Director of the 
Geological Survey of India, has kindly suj^plied some interesting 

« 

original photographs taken after the Indian earthquake of 1897. 
To the other gentlemen who have assisted the author by the 
contribution of photographs acknowledgment has been made 
in the text. 

William Herbert Hobbs. 

University op Micukjan, 
August 5. 1907. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE EVOLUTION OF EARTHQUAKE THEORY 

he term ALEXANDER VON HuMBOLDT, the scientijSc trav- 

nnaan eler, has described for us the amazement and the 

losion. utter bewilderment by which one is overcome when 

he experiences his first earthquake. " From earliest child- 
hood/' he says, " we have been impressed by the contrast 
between the ever-moving particles of water and the immo- 
bility of the firm and solid ground beneath our feet/' 
One instant shatters the illusion of an entire lifetime, and 
after our rude awakening we no longer trust even the 
ground upon which we stand. 

The first indication of a heavy earthquake is usually a 
low roar like distant thunder, which seems to proceed 
out of the earth beneath the feet. With no other warning, 
and this lasting but a second or two at the most, the ground 
swells into a low ridge which travels along the surface like 
a wave upon the sea. Unable to keep their feet, men and 
beasts alike lie prostrate upon the ground and are seized 
with nausea akin to seasickness. If the eyes are turned 
upward toward the sky the clouds seem to be arrested 
in their courses across the heavens. To the rumbling of 
the earthquake there is quickly added in cities the crash 
of falling masonry, and to this succeeds an uncanny gray 
8 1 
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darkness as the air becomes filled with the dust from*^ 
broken bricks,* mortar, and plaster. 

In places the ground opens and swallows the objects 
which lie upon it. Ponds are here sucked down and dis- 
appear, and great fountains of water or of mixed water 
and sand elsewhere gush from open fissures, so that the 
country is quickly flooded ; but often the flow is suddenly 
arrested and quickly succeeded by a sucking down of the 
water which was so recently poured out. In places dis- 
agreeable and unsanitary odors are freed from decaying 
organic matter within the soil, and these fill the air with 
an intolerable stench. In the fraction of a minute all 
the destruction has been wrought, and as the gray curtain 
of dust slowly lifts and reveals the once prosperous city, 
there is disclosed a scene of desolation and misery which 
beggars description. Fortunate is it if to the terrors 
of the earthquake those of a great conflagration be not 
added. 

Beoentioenei -^"^ ^ few months since, the city of San Fran- 
in San cisco was suddenly transformed, and its streets 

Franoiioo. became quickly thronged by a multitude of homeless 
people. When the first heavy shocks had passed, nature, 
in the great parks, did its utmost to hide the general mis- 
ery. " A clump of violets covered with a handkerchief 
made a pillow for a little girl burning with fever. Helio- 
tropes, carnations, a hundred kinds of roses, verbenas, gera- 
niums, and the glorious poppies of California, vied with 
each other in striving to attract attention away from the 
appalling scene of misery, suffering, and dismay, but in 
vain." On this scene an ocean wind soon blew damp and 
cold. " Dense fog settled down on the two hundred thou- 
sand; by midnight an almost icy rain fell upon them in 
this now memorable night of appalling misery." 

2 
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krUiqaakai The cause of tlie sudden convulsion of Nature 
>rudedai ig^ to the stricken people, involved in the deepest 
ip«rn«tn , ju^gtery. Unable to find a natural cause, they as- 
cribe the disaster to a visitation of Providence, Many an- 
cient nations were accustomed to people with their gods not 
only the heavens, but the earth and the subterranean re- 
gions as well. The low rumbling, the pushing up of the 



^«e the ^,^ 



/ 'f \RM'lMfvi;^ "^ 




ground, the motion along its surface in a series of waves, 
and the visible fissures loft behind — these have all con- 
firmed them in their belief that a monster moved beneath 



EARTHQUAKES 

the ground and caused the earthquake. Some of the peo- 
ple dwelling about the Mediterranean had traveled to where 
the land ended at the borders of the sea, and the Baby- 
lonian and Hebrew conception of the earth was in con- 
sequence that of a disk floating upon the surface of water 
(see Fig. 1). This crude conception sufficiently explains 
why the Israelites had to be strictly enjoined, '* Thou shalt 
not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth." 

The lands through which the Children of Israel 
in Holy Writ. j^>^irneyed are among those tormented by earth- 
quakes, and thus we find in the Scriptures a record 
of the destruction of cities within which not one stone 
was left ui)on another that had not ])ci»n thrown down. 
The imagery of the poetic writings of the Old Testament 
reflects the scenes familiar to the Israelitish people. In 
the sixtieth Psalm we find, " Thou hast made the earth 
to tremble; thou hast broken it; heal the breaches thereof: 
for it shaketh." Again, in the one hundred and fourteenth 
Psalm, "The mountains skipped like rams, and the lit- 
tle hills like lambs. . . . Tremble, thou earth, at the 
presence of the I^ord, at the presence of the God of Jacob; 
which turned the rock into a standing water, the flint into 
a fountain of waters." The supposed cause of the visita- 
tion was in most cases also expressed: "0 (icxl, . . . 
thou hast been displeased ; turn thyself to us again." 
Poseidon the Ks])ecially in Achaia and along the western coast 
earthqoake of Asia Elinor, the sea god Poseidon was wor- 
^^' shiped as the earthquake god. The Peloponnesus 

was supposed to havc^ been his abode, the whole country 
was saenMl to him, and in every city he was worshiped 
above other gods. On the coast of Aehaia, where earth- 

4 
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quakeii were frequent and often followed by inruahing 
waveR of the sea, there was a chain of sanctuaries erected 
in his honor. Once, when a Spartan army was in the field, 
and Kinj; Agcsipolis was standing with his officers to pour a 
ligation after the meal, the ground was suddenly shaken 
by an earth<iuake. With great presence of mind the king 
and his oHicers started a popular hymn to Poseidon, and 




(after R. 1). Oldhani). 



the soldiers taking up the refrain, the whole army was 

iioon singing the p8?an. 
btaiTkMBa The form of the supposed suhtorranean monster, 
rthqiulu through whose movements earthquakes are brought 
hr«Bt aliout, has been different in (he traditions of dif- 

tplei. ferent peoples. In the early history of Japan, it 

was a great spider, though this in modem times has given 
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place to a giant catfish. In Mongolia and in the Celebes 
the creature has the form of a hog; in India, of a gigan- 
tic mole; in some parts of South America, of a whale; 
and among some of the North American Indians, of a 
giant tortoise. 
Viewiofthe ^^ examining the theories held hy the ancient 
early Greek Greek philosophers to account for earthquakes, it 
philoiophen. jj, (>j|<.y ^o read between the lines and to see how in 

each case some one or more of the striking phenomena 
characteristic of earthquakes has been wrought 'into the 
conception. Thus Tliales, who flourished l>etween 620 and 
560 K.C., holding the Semitic view that the disk of the 
earth was floated upon water, accounts particularly for the 
fact that new springs of water come into existence at the- 
time of an earthquake. His explanation of the earthquake 
was that the fluctuations of the waters beneath the earth 
forced some of tlie water upward into the fissures in the 
disk, and that this conies through to the surface just as 
water enters the hold of a ship through the opening of 
seams in the hull. 

With Anaximander, the student of Thales, it was the fis- 
sures opened in the ground during an earthquake which 
called especially for an explanation. II is view was that 
in times either of drought or of protracted rains the sur- 
face of the ground cracks open, and that air from above 
enters in large volume and with groat force. He there- 
fore believed the chief danger periods from earthquakes 
to be both the dry seasons and those in which the ground 
has become saturated with water. 

Anaximenos, who in turn was Anaximander's pupil, 
adopted his master's view, though he carried it a step 
farther in assuming that from the ground cracked by the 
heat or made soft by the rains, huge blocks fell in with 

6 
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great impact. We have thus here the beginnings of the 
well-known Einstuerz earthquake theory which figures in 
the works of some German writers, and applies with special 
force to the curious Karst region lying to the east of the 
Adriatic Sea. 
» ▼ariout Anaxagoras, the friend of Pericles, adopted a 
loriei of multiple hypothesis concerning earthquakes. He 
Axagoras. apparently accepted as a possible cause the view 
of Anaximenes that earthquakes may arise from incaving 
of the earth. The cause of the dislodgment of eartli 
blocks he believed to be in such cases the currents and 
tides in the waters beneath the earth. In other cases he 
conceived the earthquake to be brought about through in- 
. temal fires which burned out the interior of the mountains 
until the thin crust began to shake, bend, crack, and at 
last collapse. He was evidently impressed by the succes- 
sion of earthquake shocks, and accounted for them by a 
rebounding of the fallen block from the bottom of the 
cavity before it finally came to rest. 

It is extremely difficult to set forth correctly the views 
of the earlier of the Greek philosophers, because of 
their limited horizon of scientific knowledge, because their 
mental attitude was so different from that of modern 
science, and, further, because it is so often necessary to 
study their theories, not in their own words, but through 
those of their later interpreters. xVccording to Plutarch. 
Aramianus Marcellinus, and Origenes, earthquakes were 
believed by Anaxagoras to be the result of air from above 
the earth which had penetrated into its depths, and find- 
ing no outlet, pressed against the earth's crust. 

Aristotle has furnished us the earliest interpretations 
of Anaxagoras, and his statement has been summarized 
as follows: He distinguishes in the earth, which, be- 

7 
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cause of its form, floats free upon the air, an upper in- 
habited lialf and a lower uninhabited one. On the lower 
side also air is found, and this has the tendency to flow 
upward. To this the earth, which in all its parts is 
equally permeable or porous, offers as a rule no resistance. 
It may happen, however, that in consequence of downpour- 
ing of rain the upper portions of the earth draw together 
and oppose the passage of the air; this presses then from 
below against the earth and shakes it. This interpreta- 
tion of Anaxagoras is especially valuable in view of the 
relation which it bears to the view of Aristotle himself, in 
. which is contained the kernel of the later centrum theory, 
a theory which, with but slight modificatitm only, has en- 
dured to the present day. 

The theory of Aristotle was that all earthquakes 

The Ariitote- i \ i. ^ i ^ i - i 

.. .. were brought about by air or gases which were con- 

tained in sul)terranean cavities, and which by their 
struggles to escape caused the shaking of the ground. 
JJegions in w^hich there w^ere many caves, such, for ex- 
ample, as Achaia, Euboea, and Sicily, were, of those 
with which he was familiar, especially sul)ject to earth- 
(piakes. He believed, further, that a stifling atmosphere 
preceded an earthquake, and for the reason that all the 
wind had been forced within the earth cavities. Aris- 
totle a])pears to have appreciated tlie fact that the sound 
which accompanies earthquakes in most cases precedes the 
arrival of the first shocks. His explanation for this was 
that sounds are finer than air and are propagated with a 
greater velocity. This theory that earthquakes are caused 
by the expansion of gases confined in subterranean cavities, 
fantastic as it seems to be in some of its aspects, is the 
starting point of the volcanic or centrum theory of earth- 
quakes. 

8 
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B,ra or The geographer Strabo was an ardent follower 

rftboand of the Aristotelian earthquake theory, (Jreat stress 
""' was laid upon the suppo^Kl fact that earthquake 

districts arc tho^' of many subterranean eaves. Strabo 
tells us that the earthquakes in the valley of the Meander 
in Asia Minor were practically continuous. The houses 
rocked and their walls cracked and gaped. Most of the 
inhabitants of Philadelphia prudently dwelt scattered on 
their farms for greater safety. In view of these conditions 
it was a marvel, he said, that such a city sJiould have any 
inhabitants at all. and a still greater marvel that it should 
ever have been built. 





^ffl 


^ra 



1. 3.— Fall of tlie Temple or Jupiter, at the nortli end of tlic Foruni 
Pompeii, in the earthquake of tlie year 03 a.d. On an extenaioi 
of tlie podium toward tlie front two equestrian statues and ai 
altar are seen. From a rrudi-ly executed relief {prc)bBbly votive; 
on an altar of the liouwboUl gorJH in the liouse of Caciliun Jucujidus 
Pompeii. (After Overbecli-Mun,) 



Pliny the Elder, who was familiar with the phenomena 
of the Pompeiian earthquake of G'S a.i>., and who after- 
wards perished during the grand Vesuvian eruption of 79 
A.D., also followed Aristotle in a.scribing earthquakes to 
wind which had penetrated into the earth and was there 
confined. 
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ConoeDtlon ^^® Epicurean, Titus Lucretius Cams, who 

of earth- lived from 95 to 55 B.C., made an elaborate dis- 

quakeiby cussion of earthquakes in his Ve rerum naturae 
acre ut. ^^ *< r^Y^^ Nature of Things/' and we may prof- 
itably use his own language in Monro's translation: 
"First of all take it for granted that the earth be- 
low us as well as above is filled in all parts with windy 
caverns and bears within its bosom many lakes and 
many chasms, clifTs and craggy rocks. . . . the earth 
quakes above from the shock of great falling masses, 
when underneath time has undermined vast caverns; 
whole mountains indeed fall in, and in an instant from 
the mighty shock tremblings spread themselves far and 
wide from that centre. 

" Sometimes, too, when an enormous mass of soil 
through age rolls down from the land into great and ex- 
tensive pools of water, the earth rocks and sways with 
the undulation of the water. . . . Again when the wind, 
gathering itself together in the hollow places under- 
ground, bears down on one point, the earth leans over on 
the side to which the headlong violence of the wind 
presses. W^^ 

" The same quaking likewise arises from this cause, 
when on a sudden the wind and some enormous force 
of air gathering either from without or within the earth 
have flung themselves into the hollows of the earth, 
and there chafe at first with much uproar among the 
great caverns and are carried on with a whirling motion, 
and when their force afterwards stirred and lashed into 
fury bursts al)road and at the same moment cleaves the 
deep earth and opens up a great yawning chasm." 

The fundamental idea foreshadowed in Anaxagoras and 
more concisely expressed by Aristotle, that the direct 
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hanake ^^^^^ ^^ earthquakes is the expansive power of 
riea in confined gases within the crust, we meet again 
Kiddle with the revival of learning which took place at 
the close of the Middle Ages. 
Conrad of Megenburg, in his " Book of Nature/' which 
was published in 1359, says: " Now earthquakes originate 
in this manner, that within subterranean cavities, and espe- 
cially in the interior recesses of mountains, vapors are 
compacted together in such vast quantities, and under 
such tremendous pressure, as to exceed at times all 
means for restraining them. They crowd in all direc- 
tions against tha walls of the interior caverns, fly 
from one to another of them, and continue to augment 
in volume until they have surcharged an entire moun- 
tain. The increase of these vapors is occasioned by the 
stars, especially by Mars and Jupiter. When now the 
vapors are confined for a long period within the subter- 
ranean cavities, their pressure becomes so prodigious that 
thev burst forth with enormous violence and rend moun- 
tains asunder. Even when they fail to break completely 
through the crust, they are yet able to produce a SQvere 
shock.*' jm' 

Essentially the same idea was reflected by Shakespeare 
some two and a half centuries later. When, in " Henry 
IV.,'' Glendower boasts that the heavens were on fire 
and the earth was shaken at his birth. Hotspur is made 
to say: 

O, then the earth shook to see the heavens on fire, 
And not in fear of your nativity. 
Diseased nature oftentimes breaks forth 
In strange eruptions; oft the teeming earth 
Is with a kind of colic pinch 'd and vex'd 
By the imprisoning of unruly wind 

11 
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Within her womb; wliich, for enlargement striving, 
Shakes the old l^eldam earth, and topples down 
Steeples and moss-grown towers. 

The ohuroh I'^i^^ dominance of the church during the Middle 

and earth- Ages is strongly reflected in thcT'new importance 
qua eery. ^^^ ^^^^ supernatural in earthquake theory. As be- 
fore in Old Testament history, it was urged that God was 
visiting punishment upon His creatures for disobedience 
to His laws. To this idea Van Helmont, in 1682, gave 
a pseudo-scientific form by his claim that an avenging 
angel struck the air so as to give rise to a musical tone, 
and that the vibrations were communicated to the earth 
in a series of earthquake shocks. 

The Swiss geologist, Scheuchzer, is likely to be longest 
remembered because, under the spur of the church's dic- 
tation, he described a gigantic fossil salamander as one of 
the sinners who had perished in the scriptural deluge. 
His good reasoning powers are, notwithstanding this stu- 
pendous error, indicated in a new theory of earthquakes 
which he introduced, and one which undoubtedly assigns 
a true cause for many small earlbquak«MM|Ae shock from 
landslips within mountain districts. ^>mn is, however, 
necessary to point out that not oulr do landslips give 
rise to earthquakes, but nVejjgM^landslips are generally 
a direct result of earthquakes ; and inasmuch as the quakes 
resulting from landslips are always small and local, the 
landslips are far more important as consequences of great 
earthquakes than as causes of small ones. 
Support of The Aristotelian volcanic theory of earthquakes, 

the voloanio though attacked by Van Helmont and his followers 
Humboldt through their appeal to the supernatural, still held 
andVonBuch. its own, and we find Volger in 1855 voicing the slo- 
gan, " Comets point to battles as do earthquakes to vol- 



canoes." 



12 



EVOLUTION OF EARTHQUAKE THEORY 

Science, like dress, has its fashions, and the changes in 
the one are almost as sudden and radical as in the other. 
Many a time has a theory become old and given place to 
a newer sensation, only to be later rehabilitated after its 
earlier service has been forgotten. Comparatively few 
scientific theories have attained to general acceptance which 
have not owed their dominance over others to some acci- 
dent of birth or to the relation which thev chance to bear 
to some related scientific idea at the moment in the as- 
cendant. 

During the last half of the eighteenth and the first half 
of the nineteenth century, the knowledge of volcanoes was 
greatly extended through the travels and the scientific la- 
bors of two German geologists, Alexander von Humboldt 
and Leopold von Buch. Both these men had on several 
occasions the opportunity to note that light earthquakes 
went before great volcanic outbursts, and they were en- 
tirely correct in drawing the conclusion that such manifes- 
tations generally accompany the initial stages of eruptions 
from volcanic vents. Von Humboldt further observed that 
those earthqliakes which occur far from active volcanoes 
are much the heavier; and from this observation he was 
led to consider the volcano as a sort of safety-valve for the 
relief of volcanic forces, thus reviving a forgotten notion 
of Stralx)'s. This conclusion regarding the connection of 
earthquakes with active volcanoes to which Von Humboldt 
was led by consideration of the great Lisbon, Caracas, 
Peruvian, and Calabrian earthquakes, is largely responsible 
for the hopeless intermingling of earthquakes and volcanoes. 
in the early literature of seismology. 

Von Humboldt's idea that the heavier earthquakes occur 
generally in regions more or less remote from active vol- 
canoes is, as we shall see, in harmony with the results of 
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modem statistical studies; but his stfupendous error was 
in supposing that because the light shocks are connected 
with volcanic action, the heavier and distant ones must 
also necessarily be so. Earthquakes are essentially earth 
jars, and these may arise from a mine explosion, from a 
block falling in the Niagara cataract, or from the passage 
of a railwav train. A careless and unconscious blunder 
thus added to the prestige of the theory from the support 
of Aristotle, Strabo, and Pliny, that also of Von Humboldt 
and Von Buch. 
Xodern When for the first time earthquakes came to be 

earthquake exhaustively studied ])y essentially modern scientific 
Bobert methods, the view seems not to have been questioned 

Xallet. that they were manifestations of explosive volcanic 

energy which in some way was pent up in focal 'cavities 
within the earth's crust. This modern scientific study of 
earthquakes may be said to have begun with Kobert Mal- 
let and his report upon the great Italian earthquake of 
1857. Mallet was a man of talent, on whom honors were 
showered for some unusual achievements. Educated as 
a civil engineer, he managed with great success the foun- 
dry business of his fatlior in Dul)Iin. In the emergencies 
of the Crimean War he constructed great mortars upon 
new lines, and also carried out investigations which dealt 
with tlie eirect of high explosives upon the life of guns. 
Thereat ^'^^^ Italian earthquake of 1857 occurred just as 

ItaUan earth- ^Mallet had complelod his studies of the effects of 
*^^* ^ * high explosives, and he easily obtained from the 
Royal Society a subsidy for pursuing investigations in 
Italy. The results of this study he ]uil)lished in two bulky 
volum(»s un(kr the title, "The Great Neapolitan Earth- 
quake of 1857.'' Xaples. it should be noted, was not in' 
eluded within the area heavily shaken by the earthquake, 
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which was from seventy to one hundred miles distant in 

the province of Basilicata. The supposed connection of the 

shocks with explosions inside a focal cavity was, however, 

so firmly fixed in the mind of Mallet, that in his report of 

more than eight hundred pages he did not consider it 

necessary to so much as raise the question, but devoted all 

his energies to methods for determining the depth of the 

supposed cavity. 

Ariitota- ^^ giving to Aristotle's theory of earthquakes a 

theory in scientific form, Mallet found it necessary to intro- 

^ ***• duce a number of terms which are now commonly 

used in earthquake study. The meaning of each of these 

will be clear upon examination of Fig. 4. The focal' cavity 




Fio. 4. — Diagram to illustrate the centrum theory of Mallet, x, fo- 
cal cavity, focu8, or centrum; a, epicentrum or epicenter; xa, seis- 
mic vertical; bb^b, first isoseismal line enclosing meizoseismal area; 
dcfd and Jfff second and third isoseismal lines respectively. 



has now become the focus or centrum ; the vertical line 
which connects it with the surface of the earth is the seis- 
mic vertical; the point of emergence of the seismic vertical, 
or the projection of the centrum upon the surface, is the 
epicentrum, now more frequently called the epicenter. The 
epicenter is located near the center of the area within which 
there is greatest damage to structures, and this area Mal- 
let called the meizoseismal area. The more or less cir- 
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cular or elliptical line which he drew to bound the meizo- 
seismal area he called the first isoseismal line, and this he 
supposed to represent the locus of those points which were 
all shaken with the same intensity. Concentric lines rep- 
resenting equal but lesser intensity of shocks and located 
at increasing distances from the epicenter, Mallet desig- 
nated the second, third, fourth, and succeeding isoseismal 
lines. 
Tlie angle of The method which Mallet devised in order to 
emergenoe fix the depth of the focal cavity was based upon 
® ' ^ • the nature of the damage sustained by buildings 
within the affected district. Having regard for the in- 
fluence of window and door openings to control the cracks 
opened in house walls, it was assumed that the earth- 
quake shocks had a longitudinal vibration which caused 
an alternate tension and compression of structures along 
the direction of propagation of the shocks. Since the J 
resistance of buildings to compressive stresses or to forces ^ 
tending to crush them, is much in excess of that which 
oj)poscs the stresses which would pull them apart, the fis- 
sures should open in planes per])endicular to the direction 
of shock propagation. 

To fix the direction of the destructive shocks at any 
given point of the shaken district, it was necessary, there- 
fore, to observe at the corner of a hnilding the direction 
of the ])lane parallel to which the principal fissures have 
opened, and to this plane to erect a perpendicular. If it 
be granted that all shocks have proceeded from a focal 
cavity, this perpendicular extended downward should pass 
into the focus or centrum. The simple principle involval 
in this method is set forth in Fig. 5, and a damaged build- 
ing suited to its application in Fig. 6. WTiere no buildings 
suited to his purpose were to be found, Mallet sought to 

16 



EVOLUTION OF EARTHQUAKE THEORY 

fix the direction and the angle of emergence of the shocks 
from the poeifion of bodies which had been thrown from 
positions of rest. 

Inasmuch as the buildings chosen to secure the data are, 
in the application of Mallet's method, selected from many 
in their vicinity, a large element of chance obviously enters 
the problem, and this is augmented by the study of ob- 




Fto. S. — Diagram ki i)liistrB.t« the method of iletermining tlie poaition 
a b, line oF emergence; a' b', aximuth of shock line (after Mallet). 

jects projected by the shocks, sinte these Jiave undoubtedly, 
in many cases at least, been shifted from their positions 
since their fall to the ground. The data secured by Mal- 
let were considered, however, quite assuring; for of 177 
determinations made in seventy-eight villages of the dis- 
turbed district, the azimuths, or horizontal components of 
the shock directions, appeared to point to a definite area. 
The azimuths from sixteen villages passed within a circle 
about one-half mile in diameter, and those from thirty-two 
additional villages, or in all more than half the entire 
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number, inside a circle about three miles in diameter. It 
id worthy of note, liowever, that the intersections of emer- 
gence lines upon llic seismic vertical ranged in Mallet's 
determinations with a noteworthy uniformity from depths 
of ten thousand to forty-five thousand feet, and hence 




18,17 (after Mallet). 



refute the notion of any focal cavity whatever, as will be 
clear from Fig. 7. Thc^e data were, however, averaged by 
Mallet, who staled, " The proliable vertical depth of the 
focal cavity HfcU docs rot exceed three geographical miles, 
or 18,225 feet, at the outside."' 
18 
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Followers of this method, strangely oblivious to the prin- 
ciples of geometry, have in some instances attempted to 
determine the lines of emergence of shock from fissures 
which were observed on a single wall of a building. In 
general it was found in the application of the method that 
the data failed to yield consistent results, and as a re- 
sult it fell into disuse. Casariego found, in his study of 




Fio. 7. — Approximate intersections of the emergence lines of shocks 
upon the seism'ic vertical as determined for the earthquake in 
the Hasilicata in 1857 (after Mallet). 



an important earthquake in the Philippines, that it was 
quite impossible to grade the intensity of the shocks from 
any point whatsoever. Professor Ricco, in his study of the 
Calabrian earthquake of 1894, attempted to apply the 
method, only to find that of observations made in thirty- 
three different villages, there were sixteen whose normals 
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pointed toward the area of greatest damage, and seven- 
teen which pointed away from it. 

The idea of '^^^ '^s® ^^ confidence in the accuracy of Mal- 

ooteiimal let's method did not destroy the faith in the een- 
^"^* tnim theory, the life of which has heen prolonged 

as the result of suggestions by Professor von Seebach, who, 
in 1872, made observation of the times of arrival of shocks 
at the different points within the shaken district. His as- 
sumption was not only that a centrum existed, but that 
shocks went out from it with equal velocities in all di- 
rections, and hence reached the earth's surface at any in- 
stant on the circumference of a circle described about the 
epicenter. The only irregularities from circular curva- 
ture would be such as arise from the relief of the coun- 
try. A series of such circles, designated coseismal lines, 
should be concentrically arranged about the epicenter, and 
should thus each in turn include those points of the sur- 
face at which the shocks arrive at successive intervals of 
time. 

This method of von Seebach, like that of Mallet, can 
obviously yield trustworthy results only upon the assump- 
tion that the shocks proceed from a single point. If the 
contrary be the fact, hopeless confusion will be the result. 
Further, the errors common to any timepieces other than 
those electrically controlled from a central station (a con- 
dition which has, perhaps, never as yet been realized in con- 
nection with a great earthquake) are such as clearly to 
destroy the value of the data for the })ur])ose in view. 
How great these errors usually are has now been revealed 
by the new and " distant " method of earthquake study, 
which has at last afforded a reliable value for the velocity 
of earthquake waves, a value much in excess of that de- 
termined by von Seebach's method. 
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D«ntnim Hypothesis points the way in research ; without it 
Tj and science makes little progress, and discoveries result 
noloffieal f^^^ accident rather than from design. Theories 
which in crude and incomplete fashion have em- 
bodied a great truth, through research have by a process 
of evolution discarded the false and enlarged the measure 
of that which is known rather than guessed. Experience 
shows that in almost every field of physical science there 
have been periods of unusual fruitfulness in discovery, and 
that the advance has dated from the introduction of a 
new point of view marking an advance over earlier concep- 
tions. No less clear is it that where accepted theories have 
been essentially false the mind has been led away from 
observations of deep significance which held the secret 
behind the phenomena. Thus the progress of science has 
for decades, or even for centuries, been arrested. 

The centrum theory of earthquakes has furnished a curi- 
ous illustration of the application of this principle, for 
by restricting studies to a statistical compilation of data 
upon the one hand, and to philosophical and essentially 
mathematical treatment of imaginary elements dealing with 
the earth's interior, upon the other, earthquakes have been 
largely removed from direct observation, and thus in a 
most important field of natural science no point d'appui 
has been secured. Thus the essentially occult which is 
inherent in all the science of the Greek philosophers, has in 
a measure survived in a modern theory, and geological in- 
vestigation, elsewhere so fruitful of results, because in di- 
rect touch with nature, has left its most fertile field un- 
tilled. From Mallet's time until quite recently seismology 
has been left largely to the care of men trained as mathe- 
maticians rather than as geologists, a condition which is 
reflected in geological textbooks and works of reference. 
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With the passing from the stage of a theory wnich, al- 
most without opposition, has held it from the days of Aris- 
totle, the present generation is witnessing a revival of in- 
terest in seismology on the part of geologists all over the 
M'orld, but at the moment nowhere more than in America. 
The discovery that what is perhaps the most productive 
field of dynamical geology has remained so long untilled, 
is now attracting a throng of earnest students eager to 
retrieve the record of the past. 

The vear 18T2 is an important date in the historv 
Eduard Sueti 

and the ^^ seismology. On the (Uh of ^farch of that year 

Aiiitrisn occurred the Central (Jernian Earthquake, in the 

•ohool of study of which Professor von Swhach developed his 

■eiimologitti. . 

idea of coseismal lines, and thus gave a new lease of 

life to the centrum theory. In the same year appeared a 

paper by the great Viennese geologist, Professor Suess, 
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Fia. 8. — The Miirz line of habitual epicenters in the vicinity of 

Vienna (after Suess). 

which revealed a princii»]e strontrly opijosed to the centrum, 
conception. ]^rofessor Sucss's studies were made upon the 
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earthquakes of southern Italy, and demonstrated that the 
epicenters, or the points of heaviest shocks, for successive 
earthquakes had either recurred repeatedly at tlie same 
point or had migrated along a line which marked the posi- 
tion of a fault within the crust. Studies of the Lower Aus- 
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Fig. 9. — Line of epicenters near Chemakha, Turkestan (after Weber), 



trian Quarter in the neighborhood of Vienna confirmed the 

Calabrian observations, and showed the importance of fault 

plapes as the seats of movement and origin of the heavy 

shocks. Epicenters were here shown to have been habitually 

located at points ranged upon straight lines and proven to 

l)e the courses of geological faults. One of these ** lines of 

shock " (Stosslinien)^ the Murz line, is represented in Fig. 

8, and a recently determined example in Fig. 9. 

. ^ The studies of Suess above referred to have thus 

Austrian 

liification heen the starting point of methods of study which 
arth- are now associated with the school of Austrian geol- 

ogists, who have been in opposition to the centrum 
theory generally adhered to in other countries. Their at- 
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tempt has been above all to place the facts of observation 
in connection with earthquakes en rapport with the geo- 
logical structure of the affected district. In his great 
work, " The Face of the Earth," which appeared in 1885, 
Suess sharply distinguished dislocation or fault earth- 
quakes from volcanic earthquakes; and to these classes 
Hoernes, liis nephew and pupil, has added the type of 
in-caving earthquakes (Einstiirzbeben) to cover especially 
the peculiar quakes of the Dalmatian coast. 
_- . . A new epoch in the history of seismology was 

of interest inaugurated when in the year 1894 Professor von 
in teii- Rebcur-Paschwitz detected perturbations in the 

™^ •'y* movements of a delicate pendulum which he 

traced to earthquakes upon the other side of the planet. 
The possibility of studying larger earthquakes from dis- 
tant points of observation was thus for the first time 
proven, and it at once opened a new and exceedingly at- 
tractive field for study. In the following year a Com- 
mittee on Seismological Investigations was appointed by 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science 
and supplied with funds for the establishment of observ- 
ing stations. In 1897 tlio Earthquake Commission of the 
Vienna Academy of Sciences came into existence. In 
Japan the inovcment for scismologicjil research had al- 
ready, in 1892, taken shape in the now famous Earthquake 
Investigation Committee, largely as a consequence of the 
terrible Japanese earthquake which in the preceding year 
had devastated a large territory and destroyed the lives 
of seven thousand people. Partly in response to a similar 
impulse, an American Committee on Seismology was re- 
cently appointed by the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science, and its initial meeting for organiza- 
tion was held on April 17, 1907, almost a year after 
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the disastrous California earthquake of 1906. At about 
the same time a Seismological Society of America was 
started upon the Pacific coast. 

An International Seismological Association was founded 
at Strasburg in 1903, and has since published at regular 
intervals the " Beitrage zur Geophysik," with contribu- 
tions printed in either the German, French, English, or 
Italian language. 

The term New Seismology has been applied to 
im^loffT ^^^ science as modified by the possibilities of ob- 
servation from distant stations. Thus restricted 
in its use, the term does not adequately call attention to 
all those changes which the science is now passing through. 
The present is in seismology a quite remarkable transi- 
tional period, and evolution is taking two distinct lines. 
On the one hand, geologists are fast coming to realize that 
an important part of their legitimate field of study is 
being restored to them, and bringing with it the possibil- 
ity of pushing back the frontiers of the unknown through 
the direct application of their observational methods. This 
is the modern study of earthquakes upon the ground. 

On the other hand, the new instrumental methods which 
have been introduced in the science, call for men skilled 
in the manipulation of apparatus and trained as physi- 
cists. The studies already carried out by investigators of 
this class are leading to far-reaching conclusions which 
concern the conditions obtaining in the interior of the 
earth. The scale of the phenomena which they are study- 
ing is essentially astronomic, and their field is the physics 
of the earth regarded as a whole. This is the distant study 
of earthquakes. 

There is far too much danger that the two classes of 
workers, the geologists and the geophysicists, will pursue 
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divergent paths. Yet neither can do his best work alone, 
and the interpretation of the instrumental records in par- 
ticular is rendered difficult or even impossible in the ab- 
sence of some knowledge derived from close observation 
upon the ground. 
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CHAPTER II 

TUB CAUSE OF KARTIIQUAKES 

We have seen how, at first, superstition and terror, and 
later traditional notions, have for centuries hemmed in 
the field of thouglit where earthquakes were concerned. 
With the accumulation of accurate observations a widening 
of this horizon has been inevitable, and we are now in a 
position to view the facts in their true relations, and upon 
them to base a theory which seems best fitted to explain 
them all. Seismology has too often been regarded as an 
almost occult science far removed from geology, whereas 
earthquakes are but a manifestation of the dynamics of 
the earth's crust. It is, therefore, to our widened knowl- 
e<lge of earth structure that we must look for help in 
.seeking tlie cause of earthquakes. 

•arth'i ^"^ ^^ ^^^ most valuable and pregnant of recent 

)■ of conceptions in geolog}' is that which separates con- 

*"® centric shells of the earth's crust according to the 

behavior under compression of the material within 
them. Every inch of rock within the crust must, of course, 
he look(Hl upon as bearing the burden of that column of 
rock material which extends upward from it to the sur- 
face. The farther within the crust be the portion of rock 
which we are considering, so much the greater must be 
the pressure upon it, a pressure which in a rougli way 
we may compute, since rocks are upon the average a little 
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less than three times as heavy as their bulk of water. Thus 
we find that at a depth of about six miles beneath the 
surface this pressure must become so great that all rocks 
known to us would be crushed by it. If it were attempted, 
for example, to tunnel in rock at this depth — supposing 
that such an attempt even were possible — the roof of the 
tunnel would immediately collapse and the opening be 
entirely sealed up. The microscopic pores in the rock 
would likewise, and for the same reason, be closed. 

Under such conditions the rock could never be fractured 
under stress, but would flow when strained in much the 
same manner as would a thick liquid. Should frac- 
tures be formed at the surface of the ground extending 
downward into the rock, they must disappear before they 
reach this deep stratum, which has therefore been called 
the zo7\e of flow, or zone of roch fownge. The overlying 
zone, for equally obvious reasons, has been designated the 
zone of fracture. The contact of the two zones can never 
be sharp, for the reason that rocks do not all possess the 
same strength — are not crushed by the same pressures. 
They arc, moreover, weaker when at higher temperatures, 
and the proximity of a mass of molten rock material like 
lava would therefore exert a marked influence in locally 
raising the upper surface of the zone of flow. Within 
an intermediate stratum, relatively quite narrow, called 
the zone of fracture and flow, rock fracture or rock flow 
might for any given case be determined according as the 
action of the forces was relatively rapid or not. 

Every observer of nature in regions where the rock base- 
ment reaches the surface, knows that the outcrops of rock 
are cut through and through by a complex network of 
fissures technically kno\\Ti as join Is. Where the rock 
strata lie nearly or quite flat, we are able to infer that 
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little, if any, tilting has occnrred since they were first laid 
down. In such districts the observation is almost uni- 
versal that the fissures stand nearly or quite perpen- 
iHiim dicular, and are included within a relatively small 
Un Uu number of parallel series which mutually intersect 
• '' each other, and divide the roelc mass into a great nuni- 

her of upright prisms. Among these parallel series 
of the joints two are generally found which are more prom- 
inent than the others, and which intersect nearly or quite 
at right angles (Plate II, A). Now it can be shown from 
mathematical considerations alone that such a system of 
prisms as has been described is just what should result 
from a compression of the layers within the earth's crust, 
80 that observation and theory are here in harmony. It is, 
moreover, an accepted principle in geology that the crust 
of the earth is constantly re- 
quired to accommodate itself to a 
smaller and smaller nucleus, and 
on this account contraction keeps 
it in a state of compression. 

While not, perhaps, in 
«rit^nto ^" J^t^ts, a faithful rep- 
resentation of the condi- 
tions which obtain within a block 
of the earth's crust under com- 
pression, the experiment of a dis- 
tinguished French geologist, Dau- 
bree, better than any olher 
illustrates how the fissure net- 
work is produced. A thick block 
of plate glass was, in the experi- 
ments, compressed between the jaws of a testing machine 
until fractures appeared in rectangular seta perpendicular 
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to the free faces and equally inclined to the direction of 
the pressure (stHJ Vig, 10). 

The compression which in the earth's outer zone of frac- 
lure yields vertical prisms, must yield a result quitd de- 
ferent within the lower zone of flow. Since the roGkaiia- 
the zone of flow cannot l)e fractured, they accommodate 
themselves to the reduction of their area by being thrown 
into a series of folds, in much the same manner as winild 
layers of cloth upon tlie bottom of a box whose sides Bx^ 
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V\i\. 11. — Folds produced by lat<»ral Cfjnipression of waxy la^'ers 

(after Willis). 

forced inward under pressure. These conditions have, 
however, been better re|)roduced in experiments by Willis 
tlirougli tli(» selection of layers of waxy materials of diflfer- 
ent consistencies, and covering them in a box beneath a 
heavy laycT of fine* shot. When a side of the box is forced 
inward bv the action of a i)iston tlu^ lavcrs are thrown into 
folds as shown in Fi'r. 11. 

As w(; should expect, folded rocks are revealed to 
earlier than ^^"^ **^ ^^^^ earth's surface only when layers of overly- 
joints within in<:f rocks some miles in thickness have been removed 
the tame ],y n^^, a'^ents of erosion and transportation. We have 

become aeeustonie<l to associate complexly folded 
layers of this sort with rocks of the earlier geological ages^ 
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but similar structures are no doubt being formed to-day, 
to be later exposed at the surface for examination by a 
future generation of geologists. As the surface layers are 
one after the other gnawed away in the course of time, 
rocks folded within the zone of flow are successively 
brought higher and higher into the zone of fracture, where 
subsequent compressions of the crust develop in them sys- 
tems of vertical prisms in all respects similar to those pro- 
duced in the earlier zones of fracture. Thus we find in 
all rocks exposed at the surface, whether they be folded or 
not, essentially the same series of vertical joints. 

At the time of nearly all earthquakes of the first 
itofthe o^^cr of magnitude, marked displacements of the 
It by ground have been observed. Generally these dis- 

part- placements are relatively large on a few planes only 

— one, two, or three — but other displacements of 
smaller amounts have fretjuently been confirmed upon hun- 
dreds of other planes. All such displacements are tech- 
nically called fauUSy and when they have been definitely 
determined to have come into existence, or to have been ex- 
tended in some way, at the time of an earthquake, they 
-may be conveniently termed earthquake faults. Such 
faults may often be followed for a hundred miles or more 
as a steep wall either of earth or of rock, and are clearly 
due to the lifting of the land en bloc upon one side of the 
fault, the sinking of that upon the other, or to the two 
movements combined. 

Almost as frequently a horizontal sliding of the land 
upon one side of the fault past that upon the other, is to 
be observed. A road or fence, before straight, is now 
found interrupted and offset and perhaps continued upon 
a higher terrace to which the land has been elevated (see 
Frontispiece). Such phenomena require for their ex- 
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planation that whole sections or blocks of the earth's crust 
be lifted bodily, that others be dropped, and that they be 
slid past each other in a similar manner. For the area of 
the entire disturbance, these individual parts of the earth's 
surface have undergone an adjustment by vertical and 
lateral movement, as might the little blocks within a mo- 
saic, if the backing should be removed and the mosaic be 
slightly disturbed in its setting. Such a condition is dis- 
played by Plate 1 1, B. 
. The smaller earthquake faults are less frequently 

tonio lines revealed at the surface, for the reason that the loose 

and earth wliich so generally covers the rock basement 

Uneamenti. j^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^y^^^^^ .^^^j^ ^^ ^j^^ ^jj^^^^ change, and by 

compacting upon the one side of the fault and by loosening 
upon the other, to restrict the actual displacement to the 
immediate neighborhood of the rock surface. Buried 
planes may, however, often be traced as lines of destruc- 
tion especially marked out upon the surface of the ground. 
Such straight laiies of special damage from earthquake 
have been called svisinoiecionic lines, or structure lines re- 
vealed by earth(iuak(»s. These structure lines will gener- 
ally be found to be the prominent features of the country 
— th(» bases of the steep sloi)es of a range of hills or moun- 
tains, a straight " sag " to be followed across the countr}'. 
a straight river valley, a rocky coast line, or a straight 
line cutting across rivers and other drainage lines, with 
the development of falls, rapids, or dams. These strik- 
ing and significant earth features, whether definitely deter- 
mined as seisniotectonic lines or not, are designated earth 
h'?ieame7ifs, and observation shows that they are in many 
cases the boundaries of the earth compartments, which 
in the jolting adjustment of an earthquake play indi- 
vidual roles (see Plate 11, B), In the chapters which 
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follow we shall often have occasion to draw attention to 
these lines. 

Lineaments, therefore, are essentially straight lines in 
the landscape, though often hidden beneath the gentle 
curves of erosion — the Hogarthian line of beauty so char- 
acteristic of mature landscapes. They are the surface 
expression of the fissures within the underlying rock 
basement, where displacement has occurred upon them. 
Earthquakes are thus a means of so sensitizing the earth's 
surface as to reveal structures which at other times are 
hidden beneath the mantle of rock waste. The fluorescent 
screen in like manner is the sensitizing agent to reveal the 
bony framework of our bodies beneath its fleshy covering. 
It is a fact well known that while some sea coasts, 
•tment ^^^^ Maine and Norway, have been sinking, others, 
like Florida, have been rising. Upon the conti- 
nents mountain ranges are continuing to push up their 
heads, while the tireless forces of erosion and transporta- 
tion are as steadily planing off the felevated areas and de- 
positing their waste upon the seashore in the neighborhood 
of the land. Such changes inevitably involve a new dis- 
tribution of the load upon the rocks within the zone of 
flow, and no argument is required to show that somewhere 
beneath the surface a redistribution of material by lateral 
movements must take place in order partially at least to 
bring about adjustment to new and ever-changing con- 
ditions. At any moment localities must exist where there 
is a strong tendency for the withdrawal of some of the 
material to supply corresponding need elsewhere. A ten- 
dency toward withdrawal of material is, at the earth's 
surface, a tendency toward subsidence or settlement, 
whereas a tendency toward elevation must exist over those 
districts toward which material tends to be transferred. 
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Those rocks which have he(»ii folded in the zone of flow 
and lat«»r exposcKl at the earth's surface hctray little evi- 
dence of anv considcrahle hitoral transference of material 
such as is required to explain surface changes of level*. 
It must follow, therefore, that these lateral transfers take 
place in tliose lower layers of the zone of flow which hav^. 
seldom or nev(^r hwn exposed at the surface. 

So lonp: as thc^ transfer is delayed, the downward-acting 
forces within the n»^non ahout to he depressed are mel 
and halanced hy erjual upward forces arising from the rig- 
idity of the vortical rock prisms of the zone of fracture 
under the strong compression which results from earth con- 
traction. Within the areas ahout to he elevated the upward- 
tendiuiif forces are similarlv jiiet, and the hlocks arc held 
rigidly, like wooden hlocks similarly arranged between the 
jaws of a vise. The ])arallel would, however, be closer if the 
wooden hlocks were i)nrtially supported in a bath of water. 
-_ . , I'o better illustrate these conditions, a very sim- 

toiUustrate I'h* ex[)eriment may be arranged. Withm a long 
theoaaieof and narrow tank, of which one side is formed of 
eartnquakeB. j-i^^^jj^ ])late glass, is iixed near one of the ends 

a wooden wall tilting loosely within the tank and hinged 
upon its bottom (see l^late III). An iron rod, of length 
sulhcient to project a short distance beyond the wall when 
in its vertical j)osilion. i>^ fitted with screw thread and nut 
to serve as a vise and iwcrt a com])ression upon any lK)die8 
within the tank and large enough to occupy most of ita 
area. The tank is ])arrially lilled with water, upon whidi 
are siip[)()rleil reclaiigiilar iirisiiiatic wooden blocks which- 
loosely till the spac-e. Ry varying the depth of the blocks 
thev ]>roieet when lloatin;r naturallv bv dilTerent amounts 
ahov«? the water surf nee. ]\y tightening the vise they 
can, however, be made lo iak<' other than their natural 
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Arranged to represent the blocks within the earth's crust before ai 
adjustment has taken place. 
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positions of flotation. If now, a board of such size as to 
fit loosely over the blocks in the tank be allowed to rest 
its weight upon them, all may be brought to the same 
surface level, and if the vise be sufficiently tightened, will 
be retained in that position after the board has been re- 
moved (see Plate III, A). 

Tightly compressed in the vise, the bridge of blocks is 
held in position against forces tending to elevate it 
throughout those areas where blocks have greatest depth, 
and to sink it where block depth is least. If the com- 
pression upon the blocks be now gradually removed, a point 
will at last be reached when the rigidity of the bridge of 
blocks is insufficient to keep it in the present attitude, and 
adjustment will take place. This adjustment will occur 
when the deeper blocks are forced upward and the shal- 
lower blocks downward, and when a transfer of water goes 
on from beneath the latter to beneath the former. These 
adjustments of level among the blocks correspond to ad- 
justments of crust blocks at the time of earthquakes and 
to the formation of earthquake faults about their margins. 
The transfer of water laterally, beneath the blocks, may 
similarly illustrate the transfer of material within the 
lower portion of the earth's zone of flow. 

If, instead of allowing the adjustment to take place 
quietly when compression within the vise has been suffi- 
ciently reduced, we tap the swinging wall at intervals 
while releasing the compres^?ion, the adjustment will take 
place earlier. So conducted, the experiment is made to 
illustrate the so-called relay earthquakes, or the influence 
of shocks within one earthquake district to induce similar 
shocks within a neighboring one. 

The water which ascends between the })locks, owing to 
the fact that they are not perfectly fitted to each other, 
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represents in the experiment the underground water which 
fills the fissures and the porous layers of all rock masses 
from very moderate depths do^^Ti to the zone of flow. It 
is a well-known fact that at the time of earthquakes this 
system of underground water is suddenly deranged, and 
while within one portion of an earthquake district springs 
flow with unusual volume and bring large quantities of 
sand and mud with them, in other parts of the same dis- 
trict the water of ponds and swamps is as suddenly sucked 
down (see Chap. VII). The first-mentioned condition 
is represented in the experiment by those portions of the 
bridge where blocks are shallowest, and where, in conse- 
quence, they are suddenly dropped when the compression 
is reduced. Here the water often spurts upward with 
considerable force. The other condition can be illustrated 
by having the surface of one or more of the blocks at a 
lower level tlian tlie others, so that water rests upon it 
before the release of compression is effected. 
BeUtionof There is at least one particular in which our 

earthquake experiment fails accurately to reproduce the condi- 

faults to tions within the earth's crust at the time of an 

lines ox no 

▼ertloal earthquake. We may illustrate this by looking at 

itresi. the subject in a somewhat different way. If in Fig. 

12 the dotted lines in parallel series be supposed to repre- 
sent in much simplified form a plan of the vertical joint 
system within the zone of fracture, it must be possible 
somewhere to draw a lijie so as to separate those regions 
which tend to rise from those which are tending toward 
subsidence. At all points, upon one side of this line, there 
is a force of varying intensity which acts upward and is 
met and resisted by the rigidity of the zone of fracture, 
regarded as a bridge or girder ; whereas, on the other side 
of the line, there is a similar variable force which acts 
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downward, and similarly calls into play reaistant forces 
existing within the bridge. At aJl points along the line 
itself there is no force acting either directly upward or 



Fio, 12.— Plan of a district Bubjpct to earthquak™, ami exiiibiling the 
network <if jomtx (murk Bmi|>lifi«n, thn Imf <jt no vprtlcal stretw 
U BBfWt'H^j, Bn.1 i-anluiuBke fH.ilt». 

(lirwtlj- downward, and it may lionoo he designated the 
line, of no vcrlical stress. 

The line of no vertical stress we may think of as a line 
of fulcrums for an infinite number of adjacent beams 
which cross it at right angles, and are impelled upward 
upon the one side and downward upon the other,- It is 
along this line that the crust should slip when movement 
finally begins, were it not for the fact that the fissures 
already present in the rock are planes of weakness, and 
make it easier for the blocks to slip upon their surfaces. 
Where no joints even approximately coincide with the 
line of no vertical stress, a. slip may occur either along 
a series of zigzags whose elements are joint planes with 
general trend in correspondence with the line of no ver- 
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tical stress, or a fissure may open with displacement where 
no joints had before existed, as at AB and CD, To ac- 
eom})lish the latter, it is necessary that the stresses which 
tend to produce displacement should be greatly aug- 
mented, and tlie movement is likely to be delayed, and be 
of unusual violence. 

It often happens that joint planes within the 
rocks are more or less healed, or sealed up, by the 
deposition of mineral matter upon their surfaces; 
a fact with which all are familiar from the manner 
of de])()siti(m of ores upon crevices. It is not un- 
likely that fre(Klom of movement along joint planes, to a 
large extent (Ictcririined by this condition, may decide 
whether the main adjustment within an earthquake region 
sliall at any time occur as one or more displacements of 
large amplitude, or as a relatively large numl>er of slight 
jars accompanying minor adjustments upon the joint sys- 
tem of the district. The recent catastrophic earthquake in 
California is an example of the first, and the frequent 
but slight earthquakes in New England, of the second. 
The great Japan(»s(» cnrtlKjuake of 1891 was accompanied 
by the opening of a surface fault forty miles or more in 
length, and in places as much as eighteen feet in height 
(see Frontispiece), and it followed a relatively long period 
of inmiunity from earthquake disturbance. It is now a 
well-recognized fact that the most disastrous earthquakes 
of any seismic district follow the longest periods of quiet, 
which periods ar(» for this reason occasions for concern 
rather than for coinplaccnoy. 

Th(» jolting movement of the earth blocks be- 
gins suddenly and is arrested as suddenly. Such 
shocks are transmitted outward along the earth's 
surface as elastic waves^, and whenever their amplitude is 
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large and their vibration rapid they are most destructive. 
These are not, however, the only vibratory movements 
accompanying the earthquake. Whenever two surfaces of 
solid bodies slide over each other, they tend to take on a 
more or less interrupted though progressive movement as 
a result of friction; and this alternation of quicker and 
slower motion is transmitted outward in all directions 
as elastic waves, whenever the moving bodies are in con- 
tact with a so-called elastic medium. The waves will be 
of the greater intensity, in accordance as the slips are 
of larger amount — have greater amplitude — and take place 
the more rapidly. The surface of a violin bow slips over 
the string of the violin, and the elastic air medium trans- 
mits the movements as waves of sound, which will be the 
louder the more rosin is upon the bow (greater friction), 
the farther it is moved over the string, and the more 
rapidly. The shearing motion along a fault plane pro- 
duces vibrations transmitted as waves by the elastic rock 
material ; and these waves are great in proportion as the 
fissure plane is formed at the time, or, if old, was before 
partly sealed up, and according as the movement, is or is 
not large and rapid. Experience teaches that the slips 
upon earthquake faults are accomplished within a time not 
exceeding a very few seconds, and often measured by the 
fraction of a second. A definite relation seems to exist 
between the size of the faults produced and the extent of 
the damage which ensues. 

Rock is a fairly elastic medium, and hence the waves 
which emanate from an earthquake fault are transmitted 
in all directions, and from each plane upon which slipping 
has occurred. 

It is a fact of rather general observation that the 
greatest destruction from earthquakes, other things being 
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equal, is found upon the softer ground. Upon rocky 

ledges, except over or very near to where they have been 

actually displaced upon a fault plane, the damage 

^irreate/^ from an earthquake is relatively small. Over so- 

shookfon called "made land/' however, and upon alluvial 

•ofter plains, the maximum of destruction is to be found. 

It must be clear that the damage wrought by an 
earthquake is proportional to the amplitude of the shocks, 
or the distance through which particles of the medium are 
displaced by the waves. If, to exclude all conditions ex- 
cept those dependent upon the nature of the medium, we 
assume that all points at the same depth (in rock) are 
shaken with the same intensity, we shall see how the 
overlying medium itself is concerned in the problem. 
The same impulse imparted to solid rock, upon the one 
hand, and to unconsolidated material, like sand or gravel, 
upon the other, will be transmitted farther in the former, 
because of its greater elasticity; but it will produce the 
greatest amplitude of movement in the latter, because of 
its slighter cohesion. The upper layers of the soil may, 
on this account, he actually thrown up from the surface, 
together with the o])jects resting upon them. It is com- 
mon to confuse sucli amplitude of distortion with elastic- 
ity, wliercas it uiensures quite a different property. For 
purposes of illustration, the compact and elastic rock base- 
ment, on the one hand, and the loose soil, upon the other, 
may be compared to a steel wire and an "elastic" cord, 
respectively; and the same impulse imparted to each would 
be transmitted widely different distances and displace at- 
tached bodies hv vastlv different amounts. 

Thus far we have discussed only the proximate cause 
of earthquakes. The ultimate cause involves a solution 
far more difficult to obtain. It has alreadv been stated 
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that in the elevations and subsidences of the earth's sur- 
face, which are indicated in the migrations of shore lines • 
idtiiiiate upon the sea, we have evidence that portions of the 
• of material within the earth's zone of flow must be 

bqnakM. gj^jfted in position laterally. It is certain that 
the transfer of material upon the surface of the earth, 
due to erosion and transportation, is largely a result rather 
than a cause of these vertical oscillations. Within delta 
regions, however, where rock material is deposited in 
largest quantity by rivers, the larger changes of level are 
doubtless modified in their turn by this cause. 

The most helpful method of approaching the problem 
of the ultimate cause of earthquakes is through an exami- 
nation of extended earthquake records, with a view to de- 
termine whether they betray any noteworthily unequal 
distribution, with a segregation within definite periods. 
Although excellent earthquake catalogues have been pre- 
pared for certain districts of high earthquake intensity, we 
have not as yet secured sufficiently full data for the earth 
considered as a whole. By far the best records have been 
preserved in Japan, and from them it appears to be true 
that seismic periods recur about once in thirteen years. A 
still more complete record applies especially to the city of 
Kioto, and it is claimed that these records indicate a seis- 
mic period of about six and one- fourth years, or approxi- 
mately one-half the longer period noted for the records 
of the country as a whole. 

The recent " distant '' study of earthquakes, which will 
be described in a subsequent chapter, has now given us a 
fairly complete record of the greater earth quakings 
(macroseisms), extending over a number of years. Pro- 
fessor Milne, the veteran English seismologist, has lately 
announced his belief that these records indicate a definite 
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but shorter period of seismic maxima, corresponding to 
changes in direction of migration of the earth's pole 
(see Fig. 13). If well founded, the observation, like 
those made in Japan, is of very great interest, because it 
ascribes the migrations of rock material within the earth's 
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Fio. 13.— The path of the North Pole from 1802 to 1894. The divisiona 
are tenths of a year. The numerals indicate the number of large 
earthquakes in each period (after Milne). 



zone of flow to causes planetary in their nature. It will 
be interesting to learn whether the larger body of data, 
now sure to be accumulated in succeeding decades, will 
demonstrate what the present meager data dimly fore- 
shadow. 

In itself, ^lilne's theory is most plausible, for the mi- 
grations of tlie j)ole correspond to changes in latitude, 
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and these must involve migrations within the mobile por- 
tions of the earth's crust, consequent upon the distortion 
of the spheroid. When the direction of pole movement 
is reversed, sudden and temporary changes in the condi- 
tion of compression within the zone of fracture (like the 
loosening of a vise) may precipitate an adjustment of 
blocks which was before impending. 
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CHAPTER III 

TIIK UNSTABLE BELTS OF THE EARTH — SEISMIC 

GEOGRAPHY 

Not all parts of the earth's surface stand in the same 
danger of earthquakes. Some portions would appear to 
be almost immune from earth shocks, if we may judge 
from historic data. The simplest way to mark out the 
areas which stand in greatest danger from this cause 
would thus seem to be to assemble the records of past 
(earthquakes. 

The first to prepare a comprehensive earthquake 
oatAloffaes. catalogue for the globe as a whole was Alexis 

Perrey, a Frenchman, who devoted his lifetime to 
this study. He wished to find out whether earthquakes 
stand in any relation to changes in the moon, and while 
the results of his study, as generally interpreted, furnish 
a negative answer to his query, the investigation has none 
the less yielded a most important contribution to the 
science of seismology. Perrey's catalogue was issued in 
small parts which followed each other at occasional in- 
tervals between 1844 and 1871. These parts, assembled, 
constitute a reservoir of facts which has been drawn upon 
by many workers, and. notwithstanding numerous errors, 
has becm the starting point of all later statistical work 
upon earthquake distribution. 
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A number of seismologists have addressed themselves to 
the preparation of more detailed catalogues for special 
regions — a much less difficult though still very arduous 
task. The countries which have the best historical data 
relating to earthquakes are Japan and Italy. In the first- 
mentioned country the records go back almost fifteen hun- 
dred years, and these have been edited by Toyama, though 
unfortunately the results are published in the Japanese 
language. From the Japanese records Professor Milne 
has prepared a catalogue which includes more than eight 
thousand shocks. The greatest of all earthquake cata- 
logues for a single province is that of Baratta, for Italy, 
which has been recently issued, and covers almost one 
thousand pages of text This catalogue gives with some 
fullness memoranda upon earthquakes as far back as the 
year 1000, and scattered data running back to the be- 
ginning of the Christian era. In the classical writings 
there exists the material for a comprehensive earthquake 
history of the Grecian peninsula and archipelago, which 
would unquestionably well repay thorough investigation. 
meature Earthquake catalogues are, however, but the first 
istability step in fixing the relative degrees of instability for 
ismieity. f^^ different portions of the earth's surface. While 
some districts have in historic times never been visited 
by destructive earthquakes, they have very frequently been 
lightly shaken, while other regions, to use the picturesque 
European expression, have been tormented at frequent 
intervals by shocks of catastrophic violence. We have to 
consider, therefore, not earthquake frequency only, which 
is afforded by the catalogue, but earthquake intensity as 
well. To compare by quantitative measures, intensity and 
frequency must both be made to refer to definite areas. 
The instability of a province thus measured is called its 
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i^mUHy, Up to :h-e preseDi ;i ba* t^en possible to ex- 
pThi^. ':j: i»frl)?c::c*itv w:ih a roogii approximation only to 
a^.-rrorarrv. aofl th'r aJ^irence of coaapleie records for manv 
nviori*, and the almost total lack of anv records from 
lar;^^ trxx/un^f^. of territon*. will tend long to maintain this 
^-'/fjdjion. On the other hand, the new i^ismologr. with 
iu ♦ftiidy of earthquake? from a distance, mnst in time 
r<'frie*ly the defect, so far at least as the destructive shocks 

IPtr dpf tt* rf IV-f'^r-'^r*! of earthquake catalogues, their mate- 

aap •£ rial rnay U; made readily accessible through repre- 

/.W.lUlUt. Mentation uyK»n maps. The first important attempt 
in \\\U dir^.*^:lion was made bv Profe>>or John W. Mallet, 
titilizin;r the material of the British Association catalogue 
of earthquakes prepared by hi^« brother. Professor Robert 
MallH, and piihlisherl with it in 185I>. This map was 
j»repare*l hy fir-t rou;:hly classifying the earthquakes of 
tlie r;atalo;(iie into three grades of intensity, supposed to be 
projMjrtional to the fi^riires 1, 3, and 9. For these inten- 
>!ifi<'H thn*c5 Hha^les of increasing depth of color were 
fidofitfrl iifK)n tlie map. The areas which were covered by 
the Iight<'r nhadc?, for example, thus came to represent a 
Inr.vH of c!artli(|uake.s which, considered collectively upon 
llie Imsis of tluj r(?(rords in the catalogue, corresponded in 
inliMiHily to the* lowcjst of the established grades. Fre- 
qiM'nry and intensity of shocks were thus mingled upon the 
limp. VVIicncvcr the districts affected by earthquakes were 
not liniilcd in tlie rej)orts, the earthquakes were assumed 
lo bHV(? sliakcn (tircuhir areas surrounding the points from 
wiiich (lie n'[)()rts came, and having radii proportional to 
tiie intensities adopted for the classes — that is, 1, 3, or 9. 
It is (HH- of tb(» most scientific and valuable of earthquake 
maps, but in eoniparisim with later maps it suffers, owing 
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'o tlie largely augnienled data which have since boon made 
available. 

^tf Professor John Milne, who in 1895 had brought 

ud out his " Catalogue of Japanese Earthquakes," 
^***- prepared a map upon a wholly different basis from 

that of Mallet, but one ill suited to set forth his results. 
The Empire of Japan was first divided into quadrangles, 
each of which covered ten minutes of latitude and as many 
of longitude. (The larger scale topographic sheets issued 
by the United States Geographical Survey are "fift^'n 
minute" quadrangles, and hence arc 
somewhat larger.) Within encli quad- 
rangle of his map, Milne pnlercd dots 
to indicate the number of recorded carlh- 
qaake epicenters for the area. When tho 
number of these epicenters was too large 
to be represented within the area of the 
qnadrangle, the dots weie allowed to 
tend outward beyond 
its limits, thus distort- 
ing the facts and re- 
ducing the value of the 
map- ij 

The difGcnltj which 
Milne had encountered 
was, however, success- 
fully met by Davison, 

who by passing lines through the centers of all quad- 
rangles which contained the same numl>er of epicenters, 
secured a very lucid exposition of the facts, and an 
effect qoite like that of Ihc mmlcm contour topographic 
map with which many high-school pupils arc to-day 
familiar. Davison's earthquake map of Japan covers the 
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years from 1885 to 1892 only, but inasmuch as these years 

are included within the period of more careful obserra- 

tions in that country, the map doubtless affords a fairly 

correct idea of its earthquake distribution (see Fig. 14). 

The ■eiimio ^^ ^^^ remained for a French officer of artillery, 

reographyof Count de Montessus de Ballore, to devote the bet- 

DeMonteiiui. i^j. p^p^ ^f ^ lifetime to the collection of material 

in part already assorted, though more largely dispersed, 
and by a process of standardization and correlation, to lay 
the foundations for a new branch of earthquake science- 
seismic geography. The vast proportions of the work un- 
dertaken by this French savant will be appreciated when 
it is stated that tlie problem that he set himself, and car- 
ried to a most successful conclusion, has been nothing less 
than the assembling and critical examination of all well- 
authenticated earthquake records, and determining by a 
numerical figure the relative seismicity upon a uniform 
scale of each eartliquake district upon the globe. No fewer 
than 170,000 separate shocks of earthquake have thus been 
studied and placed in correspondence with each other. 

The data utilized by De Montessus include: (1) histori- 
cal records not strictly scientific, or, at least, with no sci- 
entific end in view, and hence incidental; (2) seismo- 
logical records, or those made with scientific purpose, but 
without the aid of special instruments; and (3) seismo- 
graphical observations made with the aid of delicate earth- 
quake apparatus. The instrumental observations have in 
the past been subject to just criticism, for the reason that 
they have included the records of movements belonging 
in other categories. They thus err by recording in excess, 
whereas the seismological observations err upon the other 
side, through a failure to report the lighter shocks. In 
many regions records of the three types above given have 
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now been made, and in them De Montessus finds evidence 

that somewhat definite ratios connect the numbers of each. 

.«•«».» In order to utilize the available data De Mon- 

ies ump- 

I of De tessus found, in fact, that it was first necessary to 
tossui. establish a relation between the earthquake fre- 
quencies, as determined by his three methods, in those 
regions where all could be applied. It was found that 

seismoloffical records (1) 

From 44 districts , . , . ? , ,^, = 4.26 

historical records (h) 

seismoffraphical records (s) 

" 28 " - • 26.59 

historical records (h) 

scismoffraphical records (s) 

<i 22 " ^— ^ ^-^r^ 6.44 

seismological records (1) 

Since these values have been determined independently 
of each other, it is both interesting and significant that 
we find a remarkable agreement when we substitute values 
obtained from one equation in either of the others. It is 
this fact which has enabled De Montessus to compare data 
of such varying characters. 

Another basal assumption made by De Montessus was 
that the intensity of an earthquake is directly proportional 
to the area shaken ; in other words, the heavier the shocks, 
so much larger the area over which they will be felt. This 
assumption is undoubtedly an outgrowth of the centrum 
theory of earthquakes, and can be true to a very rough 
approximation only. Since, however, it is to a first ap- 
proximation only that we can hope to arrive from a con- 
sideration of the present scanty data, the assumption is 
not as serious a one, by reason of its inaccuracy, as would 
otherwise be the case. If earthquakes be due to movements 
of varying amplitude upon many either near-lying or 
widely scattered planes of dislocation within the earth's 
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crust, as flic count believes, no very close relation between 
the area slmkcn and the? average intensity of the earth- 
quake is to Ih5 expected. 

With this eonception of the measure of instability of an 




earthquake dislriet. He 51ontossns has earricd out extended 
stali^ical Plinlies for fitcli imivinoe of the j^lolre. 

The two '^''"' "'"'''■ "'■""'' """ ""' ^'"'l''^'-'' "*■ ''•'' Montessu* 

Kreat-oirel« sliowed Hint, Willi few and rare o.\et*ptions, the 

■onetof carllKiUiiko districts of the ph.be are ineludeii 

e.Tthqu.k«.. ^^,.||^-j^ j^^.^ ^^^^,,^1 1^^,(1^ ^^ ^^^^^^,^ ^^.|^j^,^ purround it 

ill Iho diroftioiis of jrreat circles, and whieli meet at angles 
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of about sixty-seven degrees. The more iniportant of these 
zones includes 53.ri4 per cent, of all Ihe shocks, and is 
outlined by the Alps and the Mediterranean, the Cau- 
casus, and the Himalayas. The other belt surrounds the 




Pacific Ocean, following the great Cordilleran inouiiiaiii 
system of the Western Ilemisijlierc, and the festoons of 
islands on the borders of Eastern Asia and Slalaysia, This 
latter belt includes 41.05 per cent, of the shocks studied, 
60 that 94.59 per cent, of all recordccl shocks belong to 
one or the other of the two great-circle l>clts. The maps 
showing these belts are reproduced with additional data 
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in Figs. 16-16, the earthquake districts being repTesented 
in solid black. To bring out more clearly the relation of 
earthquake belts to great circles of the earth, the maps 
of Fig. 17 have been prepared upon a zenithal projection 
in which there is no distortion along those directions which 
go out from the pole or center of the map. The first figure 
thus corrwtly represents the circiimpacific belt of earth- 



quakes in correspondence with the equator of the projec- 
tion. The f^econd ligure likewise represents the Mediter- 
ranean- Alp:--Caueasus-IIimalaya groat circle, here, like- 
wise, near the equator of the projection. 
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The year 1907 has registered a noteworthy con- 
tribution to our knowledge of seismic geology. Dr. 
Omori, the distinguished professor of seismology 
in the University of Tokyo, has brought out the 
fact that the world- shaking earthquakes of the 
past two years have occurred upon these belts in such 
a sequence as to indicate that the place of their occur- 
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rence is determined by a law, the broader outlines of 
which may be discerned. Upon the same belt the earth- 
quakes do not appear in succession as an extension of the 
first disturbance along the belt in a sort of progression; 
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but relief having first l>ocn found in one province, the next 
disturbance is likely to occur in a distant section rather 
than a nrijthljoring one. From this it peoms likely that 
the relief from stress within the earth's crust is for the 
time almost complete where llie earthquake occars, and 
partiiil in its neighliorhood. This fact will be apparent 




i'la. 17a. — Kartliquakp ni:i|) ujiori the lenithal prujcclion lo bring out 
the relatloii»liipi)feartlnninkc bolts (0 (crcat circles und the gniEraphio 
ponitioiis of successive greut i-artlii|iiakeH. 

npon examination of Vig. 17 « und Fig. 17 6, upon which 
the facis broiig;ht out !iy Omnri linvc hccn entered. 
During Professor Omoris visil lo California, after the 
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earthquake of April 18, 1906, lie expressed the view that 
the next great i^hock upon the Pacific coast of the Amer- 
icas would occur within the seismic belt to the southward 
of the equator. Before he had reached his distant home 




came the shocks wliic-h wore I'O ilisustroiw to Vtilparaiso. 
in Chili. The earthquake in Jrcxico of .\i>ril l.'i, li)07, 
was likewise within the t^amo onrthqiuik<' k'll, and was in 
position intermediate between those of California and 



~:^-:l. l .TrTTJTBCK^. - a» — - 



EARTHQUAKES 



The relation 
between 
earthquake 
and voleanie 
diitrieti. 
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Chili. To judge from the first reports, it was also less 
violent than either of its predecessors. 

It has long been recognized that the earthquake 
zones of the globe are also the zones of active vol- 
canoes. This is particularly true of the circum- 
pacific belt of earthquakes, which corresponds ac- 
curately in position with the so-called " fire ring " or 
fire girdle " of the Pacific. It is in no small measure due 
to this coincidence between earthquake and volcanic prov- 
inces that the dependence of earthquakes upon volcanic 
sources of energy has so generally been assumed. It can- 
not be denied that the coincidence is one of very great 
significance, but the relation of the one phenomenon to 
the other is not that which has been generally supposed. 

In the clearer liglit of to-day we are able to say that the 
volcanoes and the earthquakes alike are due to the action 
of those earth forces which have built up the near-lying 
mountain ranges. To form such mountains it was neces- 
sary for great strips of the earth's crust to be pushed up 
in successive movements between lines of fissures. The 
jolting movement of the earth blocks as they have slipped 
over each other accounts for the earthquakes, and the 
melted rock material which, as a result of the movement, 
has been squeezed out, cither along the fissures or, as is 
more frequently tlic case, at their intersections, has built 
up the volcanoes. Wherever mountains are still growing, 
earthquakes and active volcanoes are to be found. Where 
they have ceased to grow, there the eartli does not shake — 
it is dead — and lava is no longer exuded through the fis- 
sures in the surface. 

Ever since the Middle Ages has it been common to con- 
nect earthquakes with near-lying volcanoes. This is ex- 
plained not only by the general correspondence between 
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earthquake districts and the belts of active volcanoes to 

which we have just referred, but even more to the fact that 

all volcanic outbursts of considerable violence are 
rthquaJEes 

rvlation accompanied by light shocks of earthquake. It might, 
ouptiona perhaps, be supposed that such evidence would be 
roloanoei. ^ell-nigh conclusive, but when it is home in mind 
that an earthquake is merely an earth jar, and is occasioned 
by the fall of a block of limestone in the Niagara cataract, 
by the passing of a train of cars, or by the collapse of a 
cave roof or of a coal mine, quite as much as by a volcanic 
explosion, we see that the causes of such earthquakes may 
be many and various. 

It is significant that all the types of light earthquakes 
which have been mentioned are in degree so unimportant 
that, like the earthquakes of volcanic origin, they hardly 
come into comparison with the disastrous or destructive 
shocks. As a result of his exhaustive statistical researches, 
De Montessus says: "While we may cite regions frequently 
shaken by earthquakes which at the same time have very 
active volcanoes, the fact should be recognized that there 
is independence of the seismicity and volcanicity. . . . 
There is coincidence between the unstable regions and 
eruptions . . . but one phenomenon does not in a marked 
degree cause the other.'' 

Perhaps the mutual relationship of volcanic eruptions 
and earthquakes may be best expressed by saying that 
there is no quick response of the one phenomenon to the 
other. If, however, the volcanic and seismic histories of 
the same province be compared throughout long periods, 
it is found that a certain correspondence obtains between 
the periods marked by excessive volcanic ^ activity and 
those of unusual earthquake intensity. During the great 
Calabrian earthquake of September 8, 1905, the greatest 
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in more than a century for that classic province, the neigh- 
boring volcano, Vesuvius, showed not the slightest sym- 
pathy. Eight months later, however, there occurred in it 
the grandest eruption in almost three centuries. Going 
back to the even greater earthquake in Calabria in 1783, 
we find that both Etna and Vulcano, within the same 
province, betrayed a distant relationship in time to the 
earth shakings. Study of the West Indian region reveals 
also the same general relations between earthquakes and 
volcanic eruptions. Sometimes it is the eruption which 
precedes, at other times the earthquake; and it is possible 
to conceive that the settlement of blocks within the earth's 
crust manifested by earthquakes may, by the transforma- 
tion of the energy of motion into heat, melt and squeeze 
out portions of the underiying rocky material. It is an 
equally plausible assumption that the extrusion from the 
surface of the earih of large quantities of rock material 
may cause a tendency toward settling or subsidence, which 
eventually would bring about an earthquake. 
Earthquakes The association of earthquakes with mountain- 
andmoun- ous districts was eariy noted, and the Italian seis- 
tain lyiteiiii. j^Qjogigt^ Baratta, has justly laid stress upon the 

fact that it is with the mountains which arose in the Ter- 
tiary age — the latest great period of mountain building — 
or those which increased their height in that period, that 
instability is especially connected. 

One of the most interesting of the generalizations 
which I)e Montcssus has reached as a result of his 
protracted studies, is that the earthquake districts 
on tlie land corres])c)rul almost exactly to those belts 
upon the globe which wore the almost continuous 
ocean basins of the lori^ Secondary era of geological his- 
tory. Within these belts the sedimentary formations of 
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tlio crust were laid down in llio greatest thickness, and 
the formations follow each other in relatively complete 
succession. For almost or quite the period of this long 
era it is therefore clear that the ocean covered these zones. 
About them the formations are found interrupted, and 
the lacunae indicate that the sea invaded the area only 
to recede from it, and again at some later period to trans- 
gress upon it. For a long time, therefore, these earth- 
quake belts were the sea basins — the geosynclinals. They 
became later the rising mountains of the Tertiary period, 
and mountains they are to-day. The earthquake belts are 
hence those portions of the earth's crust which in recent 
times have suffered the greatest movements in a vertical 
direction — they are the most mobile portions of the earth's 
crust (see Figs. 15 6 and 16 6). 

The geosynclinals, which in a broad way we may trace 
upon the continents in the courses of mountain systems, 
are ranged along the margins of the existing oceans, and 
observation has shown that, except where the great delta 
regions of rivers ^re heavily overloading the crust and 
causing it to settle, the shore lines are being elevated and 
the mountains pushed up often at a quite astonishing rate. 
To correspond with this elevation of the land along the 
coast, the near sea bottoms are being depressed so as to 
maintain a certain balance between the two. Frequent 
and intense as are the earthquakes upon the continents, 
they are far more violent on the steep margins of the 
ocean deeps. Naturally our information for these under- 
sea areas is less complete, but as a result of the new and 
"distant*'^ methods by which earthquakes are now being 
studied, facts are rapidly being gathered, and have already 
supplied a fairly decisive verdict for the greater relative 
seismicity of the under-sea portions of the earthquake zones, 
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Seoapitn- To bring into review the broader generalizations 

Ution. of seismic geography, it may be stated that the 

earthquake districts upon the continents correspond in 
their distribution (1) to that of the Tertiary mountain sys- 
tems, or to mountain systems which have increased their 
height materially during and since the Tertiary period, 
and to the neighboring country; (2) to zones bordering 
the coasts; (3) to the regions within which active volca- 
noes are found; and (4) to the most mobile portions of 
the earth^s crust. The mobility of the earthquake zones 
is demonstrated not alone directly through the shocks 
themselves, but indirectly also by their occupation as sea 
basins depressed below the general level during the Sec- 
ondary era, and their elevation above it as the mountain 
systems of to-day. 
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CHAPTER IV 

EABTHQUAKE FAULTS AND FISSURES 

The appearance of fissures in the ground has been a 
characteristic of all greater earthquakes. The number of 
such fissures has often been legion, and they have ranged 
in size from mere cracks a few feet in length to great rifts 
which have been followed for a hundred miles or more. 
It is customary to describe as faults those fissures only 
upon which a measurable displacement of the two por- 
tions of ground separated by the fissure is observable. 
Urgefkidto ^^ earthquake fault, which may manifest itself 
^ wU- as a fresh earth or rock wall leading up to a terrace 

^▼aljfew. where the ground has been raised, while often de- 
scribed, is not the most common form. Such faults of 
exceptional dimensions have been formed in connection 
with the Mino-Owari (Japanese) earthquake of 1891 (see 
frontispiece plate and p. 151) and the great Assam (In- 
dian) earthquake of 1897 (p. 160) ; and in our own coun- 
try in* connection with the Owens Valley earthquake of 
1872 (p. 179) ; the Sonora earthquake of 1887 (p. 183) ; 
the Yakutat Bay (Alaskan) earthquake of 1899 (p. 188), 
and the California earthquake of 1906 (p. 195). In con- 
trast with the fissures and smaller displacements, the num- 
ber of these large faults is generally small, more than two 
having been seldom described in connection with any sin- 
gle earthquake disturbance. 
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Some of the longest displacements, or perhaps one 
should say those which have been followed for the longest 
distance, are those of the Neo Valley in Japan (1891), 
and of California (1906). The first-mentioned was traced 
for more than forty miles, and the latter from two hun- 
dred to three hundred miles. 
Chanoter- ^^^ principal faults formed at the time of earth- 

ittiotofthe quakes generally either keep to a definite direction, 

or make relatively sudden turns, as did, for exam- 
ple, the faults formed in connection with the earthquake 
of Northern Honshu (Japan) in 1896. Those formed 
during the shocks of the Sonora earthquake of 1887, made 



fkidto. 




Fig. 18. — Map of tho fault furinccl during tlic earthquake in Formosa, 

March 17, 1906 (after Omori). 

also sudden bends, and it was noted that cracks extended 
out from the " elbows '' as continuations of the original 
directions. This feature is also exhibited by the Formbsa: 
fault of March 17, 1906 (see Fig. 18). 

The study of Japanese earthquakes has shown that an 
up-and-down displacement upon the fault reveals itself 
as a steep wall of freshly fractured earth or rock when- 
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ever the displacement measured at the surface much ex- 
ceeds two feet. When less than this amount, the dis- 
placement is more frequently revealed as a rounded step 
or terrace crossed by transverse fissures, and bearing some 
resemblance to the track of a mole, save for its larger 
dimensions (Plate XX, B), Such effects were produced 
in connection witli the recent California disturbance. So 
common are such phenomena in Japan that the super- 
stition has grown up that a gigantic catfish moves beneath 
the surface at the time of earthquakes. IJpward-and- 
downward displacements which are measured in inches 
only are often difticult to determine, and appear either 
as open fissures, or are indicated by tlie derangement of 
the surface drainage within the district affected. 

So far as tlie movement along an earthquake 
^•mo?e- fault is upward and downward, it appears to take 
■•nton place upon nearly or quite vertical planes. No evi- 

••rthqnake dence of the overriding of the one part by the other, 
the inevitable result of movement upon a sloping 
plane, has as yet been reported. There is, however, ample 
evidence that the earth block or blocks lying upon the one 
side of the fault sometimes slip laterally past those upon 
the other side. Such a movement may take place with 
little or no vertical movement, or the two movements may 
have occurred upon the same plane. Probably in all cases 
there is some movement, both vertically and laterally, with 
variation between the widest limits in the relative pro- 
portion's of the movements along the two component di- 
rections. The significant fact appears to be, that move- 
ment along any plane which crosses the fault line (except 
in case of the intersection of faults) seems not fa hare 
been observed. 
The above-described motions may be illustrated by plac- 
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ing two squared blocks cut from planking beside each 
other and (1) by raising one of them with reference to 
the other through a small fraction of its thickness (Fig. 
19, a), (2) by sliding one past the other through some 
fraction of its length (Fig. 19, b), and (3) by sliding 
and raising the one with reference to the other either bjr 
a single or by two separate movements (Fig. 19, c). 
Agnitudo ^^^ observations which have thus far been made 

rthedii- go to show that the magnitude of the movements 
lAMmontf. ju ^jie vertical and horizontal directions along fault 
planes are of the same order. The maximum recorded 
movements upon faults have apparently stood in some re- 
lation to the magnitude of the earth shocks in the vicinity. 
During the great earthquake in Iceland in 1875, the de- 
pression of Sveinagja sank between faults a maximum 
distance of more than sixty-five feet. During the great 
earthquake in Alaska in September, 1899, vertical eleva- 
tions of as much as forty-seven feet were brought about, 
but it is not certain in either of these instances whether 
the displacement was upon a single plane of faulting or 
was distributed over several planes within a zone (see 
Fig. 26, p. 78). The vertical displacement upon the 
Chedrang fault produced during the Assam earthquake of 
1897 was in one place no less than thirty-three feet, and 
that of the Mino-Owari earthquake in Japan in 1891 was, 
at Midori, about eighteen feet (see Frontispiece). A ver- 
tical displacement of twenty feet was reported upon faults 
dating from the Indian earthquake of 1818, from the 
Owens Valley (California) earthquake of 1872 (see Plates 
IV and XVII, and Fig. 23), and from the Sonora earth- 
quake of 1887. 

Horizontal shiftings to cause displacement along earth- 
quake faults have in a number of cases been reported. A 
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displacement of this nature amounting to eight and one- 
half feet occurred on a fault in New Zealand in 1888. 
One of thirteen feet was reported along the Xeo Val- 
ley fault of Japan in 1891 (see Fig. 20), and one of fif- 
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Fio. 20.— Noo Valley fault of Japan (October 28, 1891) where it cuta 
the paddy fields. With slifiht vertical displacement only (nortlieast 
side dropped) tlie low ridges which separate contiguous fields are 
laterally displaced (after KotA). 

teen feet along one of the faults in the Owen's Valley in 
1872. The largest reported displacement of this character 
is that upon the great rift line of California, on April 
18, 1906, which at one place was no less than twenty feet 
(see Plate VI, A, and XX, A). In this latter instance 
the horizontal displacement was much in excess of the 
vertical, which rarely, if ever, exceeded four feet. On the 
other hand, the maximum vertical displacement upon the 
Neo Valley fault was as large as or larger than the horizon- 
tal (eighteen feet at Midori). In places, however, a large 
horizontal shifting was unaccompanied by vertical throw 
(^:ee Figs. 20 and 57). The earthquake in Kagi Prefecture 
in Formosa, which occurred March 17, 1906, was accom- 
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EARTHQUAKE FAULTS AND FISSURES 

panicd by maximum displacements of six feet vertically 
and eight feet horizontally. Apparently the proportion 
of the one to the other component of movement upon 
earthquake faults varies between the widest limits. 
„,^ The fact that the principal movements upon 

lud earthquake faults take place either vertically, up- 

*•■ ward or downward, or laterally along the line of 

displacement at the surface, furnishes a somewhat de- 
cisive verdict concerning the attitude of the plane of dis- 
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location with reference to the surface of the earth. Both 
these movements can take place together only upon a ver- 
tical plane, and the only other movement which is con- 
ceivable upon such a {)lane is a differential tilting of the 
blocks about an axis normal to the fault plane (see Fig. 
21). Were the plane other than vertical, movement up- 
ward or downward 

must inevitably make 

^^ ^:; ; -:v}.'.:!.,. -i^. ' -'i^^ ■»= ' -." the land upon the 

one side of the fault 
override that upon 
the other, as is clear 
from Fig. 22. It is 
significant that such 

Fig. 22. — Diagram to illustrate how over- . -,. i . 

... V* ' V ^ c 1* an ovemdme: has not 

riding muat occur upon inclined faults. ^ 

yet been observed. 

While tilting of the land upon one side of the fault, 
about an axis normal to the fault plane, is a possible form 
of motion with vertical faults, it must be small in amount 
in blocks which are parts of a continuous surface that 
is further subject to noteworthy compressional stresses 
directed parallel to its surface. That small tiltings of this 
nature do occur has been demonstrated bv observation, 
and it is further probable that the extensive derangements 
of the surface drainage at the time of earthquakes is in 
considerable part to be ascribed to such tiltings. Inas- 
much, however, as these tiltings involve large surface areas, 
they represent angular movements of a few degrees only 
at the most. Larger movements of the same kind would 
involve a degree of crushing upon bounding fracture planes 
due to compression at the surface which has not, as yet, 
been observed. 

By far the most remarkable instance of the tilting of 
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the earth's surface in the vicinity of an earthquake fault, 
is that which was described in connection with the Indian 
earthquake of 1897 (see p. 1G4). 

Eplanmtioii ^* ^^^ ^^^ stated above that the amount of com- 
opeaing pression exhibited in the vicinity of earthquake 
Bd doting faults in the dirwtion normal to them does not re- 
quire any considerable angle of tilting in either of 
the earth blocks which meet at the fault plane. It has many 
times been reported by reliable observers that earthquake 
fissures have opened in such a manner as to engulf and 
cover houses, cattle, and even men, and that these objects 
have in some cases been subsequently ejected through a 
reopening of the fissure. Humboldt tells us that during 
the great earthquake of Riobamba, which occurred on Feb- 
ruary 4, 1797, men were caught in fissures which opened 
in the ground beneath their feet, but closed quickly with 
violence, so as to pinch the lower part of the body, but 
leave the trunk and upper extremities free. These and 
other accounts, despite the high. authority and scientific 
reliability of the narrators, appear to have been rather 
generally discredited in the past, and for no other reason 
than that they did not find an adequate explanation in 
the existing theory. Examined with care, however, and in 
the light of newer conceptions of the cause of earthquakes, 
they are found to be not only fully verified as facts, but 
susceptible of a simple explanation. 

The scientists of the Naples Academy, in their report 
upon the great earthquake of Calabria in 1783, state that 
men and animals were alike engulfed in the fissures formed 
during the earthquake, and that these fissures first closed 
upon them and aftenvards ejected them. This statement 
becomes at once credible when we read the further state- 
ment that the bodies were ejected together with large vol- 
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nines of water and sand, both of which are now known 
to be squeezed out through fissures in large quantity in 
connection with all great earthquakes. Some of the houfies 
which were in like manner swallowed by the fissures of the 
Calabrian earthquake, were afterwards exhumed and found 
to have been jammed together as though they had been 
made of pasteboard. The great Round Tower of Ter- 
ranuova was by the same earthquake faulted with verti- 
cal displacement, and the two separated parts so ground 
and welded together that the wound along the fault 
was revealed only by the failure of the stone courses to 
match. 

Some of the movements on fissure planes of the nature 
just described would appear to have been relatively rapid, 
while others were notably slow. Certain fissures in Cal- 
abria, of which the lips gaped wide when examined by 
ili(» aradeniicians on their outgoing journey from Naples, 
had wholly or partly closed before the return from their 
tour of investigation. A slow reopening of some of these 
fissures was also confirmed, and appears to have differed 
in rate of motion only from those sudden movements 
which ejected the buried objects enveloped in great vol- 
umes of sand and water. 
_. Mr. W. D. Johnson, of the United States Qeolog- 

ingfiiultsof if'al Survey, has, during the season of 1907, made 
the Owens some very interesting observations upon the faults 
VaUey. produced in Owens Yallcy, California, in 1872, 

and at the time of earlier earthquakes within that dis- 
trict. These observations he has, with great generosity, 
placed at the writer's disposal for study. His map of the 
faults opened during the earthquake of 1872, which in part 
is reproduced in Fig. 23, constitutes one of the most impor- 
tant contributions yet made to seismology. Mr. Johnson 
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A. Gaping fissure in one of the streets of Sun Franeiai'o from which the 
disturbed surface of the ground tilts outward. 




B. An area on Valencia Street, San Francisco, which was dropped and 
Bhifted laterally alxiut ten feet. The damaged structures were con- 
Bumed by fire. 

Displacements of the Earth's Surface is C>.w?ob.:*\s. \>MB,vs<i '^v.t 
EABTWQaAKE or Apuil 18, 1900. (After photogro.'p\ia\)V^'>"^^*'"^*-^ 
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finds it to be a characteristic of these faults that after 
maintaining a constant direction for a longer or shorter 
distance, they begin to die out through a gradual diminu- 
tion of the displacement, and that simultaneously a small 
displacement makes its appearance upon a neighboring 
parallel fissure and increases its throw at a rate approxi- 
mating to that at which the other disappears. It follows 
that about opposite where the first has died out the second 
has acquired its full displacement. Normally, these faults 
produce flat terraces, but within the area in which the 
displacement is transferred from the one fault to the other, 
a sloping surface inclines in that direction which continues 
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I'iG. 24. — Parallel faults of the Owens Valley, California, where a dis- 
placement is transferred from one plane to a paraUel one (after 
a diagrammatic sketch by W. 1). Johnson). 



tlie fault thai lias died out (see Fig. 24). Sometimes 
it happens that sucli faults are arranged en echelon^ like 
the wings of a theater, in which case the combined zig- 
zagging displacement is in efTcct tlic equivalent of one 
which lias a general course ])assing through the centers 
of the several sections of faults, and having a hade at a 
relatively flat angle in the direction of the down-thrown 
blocks. Within the transitional zone, where the displace- 
ment is transferred from one fault to another, small earth 
blocks are clearly tilted, and they produce a topographical 
effect like that wliere a road clinihs diagonally the steep slope 
bordering a low terrace through excavation upon the one side 
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and filling npon the other. Between such short tilted blocks, 
arranged in series and separated by fault scarps of varying 
displacement, and certain ** mole- 
track " displacements which develop 
in connection with many earth- 
quakes, there exists a somewhat close 
relationship. In fact, it will appear 
that the two phenomena differ mainly 
in the scales upon which they are de- 
veloped, and it is likely that the 
explanation of each is alike to be 
found in the existence of parallel 
fractures on which slips take place 
with a maximum of ease. This di- 
rection is that of the longer con- 
tinuous displacements. The trans- 
verse fissures which locally appeared 
upon the California rift (see Fig. 
25) are susceptible of essentially the 
same explanation, there being here 
at least two such directions of eai^ilv 
adjustable fissure planes. 

It is a fact of much significance, but one to which 

^Uon of ^^^ little attention has been given, that the amount 

vpUeement and the direction of the vertical displacements upon 

>tiuiiform ^ fault vary through wide limits and with great 

abruptness. This fact was especially well brought 

out by the Chedrang fault of 1897 (see p. 1G2, and Fig. 

GO), as also by the displacements along the >hore of 

Yakutat Bay, due to the adjustments of September, 1899 

(see p. 191, and Fig. ()8). Such conditions requiro us to 

conclude that the earth upon the two sides of the fault 

plane belongs not to two individual blocks only, but that 
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Fig. 25. — Parallel fissures 
transverse to main Cali- 
fornia rift. Earthquake 
of April 18, 1006 (after 
Omori). 
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a number are ranged upon either side, separated from their 
neighbors by other fault planes which meet the visible 
one at the points of sudden change in displacement. 
The same explanation accounts for the sudden disappear- 
ance of earthquake faults and their reappearance on a con- 
tinuation of the same direction after a longer or shorter 
interval of undisturbed ground. Such an interrupted 
character in an earthquake fault was especially well shown 
by the faults dating from the earthquake of Sonora in 
1887, and the Japanese earthquake of 1896 (see p. 168), 
but is of rather general application. 

The Neo Valley fault (Japan, 1891) trended from north- 
west to southeast, and it was generally true that the north- 
east side was displaced toward the northwest, though the 
reverse movement was also in at least one instance ob- 
served. The northeast side was also the one which was 
generally dropped down. At Midori, how^ever, the maxi- 
mum drop occurred (eighteen feet), and here of the land 
upon the southwest side of the fault. The movement on 
the great California rift during the latest earthquake in 
the district was mainly a lateral one, which shifted the 
land upon the northeast side toward the southeast. On 
the west coast of Tomales Bay, however, a displacement 
in the opposite direction amounting to no less than twenty 
feet was recorded by an abrupt offset upon the pier at 
Inverness (see Plate V, A), This exceptional displacement 
is almost equal in amount to the maxitnum displacement in 
the opposite and usual direction. In the southern portion 
the vertical displacement appears to be the reverse of the 
usual one, from which it is separated by a zone of inappre- 
ciable throw. 

These abrupt chancres in the displacement upon fault 
pianos, so far as they relate to vertical movement (throw), 
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are accounted for by vertical adjustments of earth blocks 
which have one side in contact with the visible fault, and 
^j^^ whose other faces meet upon fractures which may 
toppoeed OT may not appear as open fissures, but whose 
'^^''"^oa intersections with the visible fault are indicated 
' * by the points where greatest change in displace- 
ment is to be observed along it. Upon the shores of Yaku- 
tat Bay the observations made seem to show that these 
abrupt changes of the displacement are marked by trans- 
verse valleys crossing the general course of the fault (see 
Fig. (>8). 

The lateral shiftings which cause displacement upon a 
fault line are probably to be explained through variations 
in compactness of the material upon the two sides. It 
does not need to be demonstrated that open spaces within 
surface rocks amounting in the aggregate to quite appreci- 
able percentages of the total volume generally exist. Much 
of this space is found upon the omnipresent joint or fis- 
sure planes which are the trunk channels for the circu- 
lating water. The closing of such fissures through exces- 
sive compression exerted upon the one side only of a fault, 
must bring about notable lateral discordance, observable 
at the surface. Sudden changes in such lateral displace- 
ments, comparable to the frequent changes in vertical dis- 
placement, would be rather difficult to account for, and 
as yet appear not to have been described. 
Abitutl Faults are planes of weakness in the earth's crust, 

irthqnake and they become the seats not of one, but of a series 
^^' of interrupted movements, each of which is more 

or less strongly manifested as an earthquake. Such a plane 
of weakness traverses the southern border lands of Af- 
ghanistan and Beluchistan ; our knowledge of it dating, 
however, only from studies made after a notable earth- 
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quake on December 20, 1892. For no less than one hun- 
dred and twenty miles, all of which was carefully surveyed, 
a well-defined broad line of deep indentation upon the 
surface was followed, and was in places as clearly defined 
as a deep railway cutting. Its course crosses mountain 
ranges at prominent passes, or it takes its way along val- 
leys quite independent of the larger features of the coun- 
try. Along its entire course are to be found springs of 
water, and on this account, as well as because it is a natural 
short cut, it has been utilized as a thoroughfare. The old 
graybeards of the tribes living along -it say that three 
times during their lifetime deep fissures have appeared 
along its course, and similar accounts of earlier occur- 
rences have been handed down to them from their grand- 
fathers. After one of these occurrences the springs were 
found to be largely augmented in volume. This line is 
clearly a fault line, and all the rocks to the east of it are 
sedimentary in origin, while those upon the other are 
igneous. Near Quetta a large movement upon this rift 
occurred at the time of the earthquake of December 20, 
1892. 

Lines of rifting in the earth's crust like the one just 
described are probably far more numerous than has gen- 
erally been supposed, since their significance is now, for 
the first time, coming to be appreciated. A similar line 
to that in central Asia is the fossa magna, which crosses 
Japan from south to north near the bend or " elbow ''of 
the larger island. This rift is a furrow leading from sea 
to sea, which has become a thoroughfare of the first im- 
portance, and is recognized as a line of faulting. Move- 
ments along it have not as yet been connected with definite 
earthquakes, l)ut there can be no doubt that it has played 
this role in the past, and is likely again to do so in the 
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future. At any moment an earthquake may arrive which 
will reveal to all its true significance. 

A great rift valley, with several branches, has 
lUajiof heen traced in central and northern Africa, and 
•Ura continues through the valley of the Jordan in Asia 

^"*, Minor. The creat earth rift which traverses Cali- 
fornia has been clearly recognized as the seat of 
earth movement since the disastrous shocks of April 18, 
190G. For more than three hundred miles its course has 
been traced across mountain range and valley or barren des- 
ert {sc»e Fig. 70), and along much of the distance move- 
ment occurred at the time of the recent earthquake. With 
much probability this great rift is extended across the 
Gulf of Lower California, and continues in the great valley 
along the western base of the scarp which limits the Mex- 
ican plateau. The earthquake of April 35, 1907, was 
localized in this part of the rift, and may be considered as 
an extension of adjustments which were begun not quite 
a year earlier in California. The fissures which opened 
during the earthquakes in the Amuri district, Xow Zea- 
land, in the months of September and October, 1888, were 
all along old fractures, as were also many of ,those which 
opened in the Owen's Valley, California, in 187:2. 
"keimaUer ^^ ^^® been stated that the faults of the first order 

"iltiuid of magnitude have, for by far the greater number 
*»wei. ^£ earthquakes, been relatively few. Faults which 

are measured in fractions of a foot at the surface of the 
earth, hardly differentiate themselves in any important 
way from fissures, with which, therefore, tliey are classed 
indiscriminatelv. Thev are often numbered literally bv 
the thousands, in the case of large earthquakes, as, for 
example, the Charleston earthquake of 1880, and they run 
in many directions. They are distinguished from the 
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larger faults by their small or inappreciable displacements, 
and, usually, by their less considerable extensions. They 
play a most important role as the trunk lines for the tem- 
porary subsurface flow of water, sand, and mud, which 
almost invariably begins with the advent of the earthquake 
(see Chap. VII). They are also, in many in^tiinces, the 
channels for transmission of gases emitted at the sur- 
face. Such gases are generally highly charged with sul- 
phureted hydrogen (due to the decomposition of animal 
and vegetable matter in the soil) and are disengaged by 
the local Assuring. 
imn„. Earthquake fissures, like earthquake faults, have 

meat of - Iwen often ob!;er\'ed in parallel scries ; as, for ex- 
fliiDTt*. ample, at Kinj in Austria, after the t-nrtliquakc of 

IfiyS, where, owing to small progressive di^plaeemenls, a 
p^eries of small steps or terraces came into existence in the 
surface (see Fig. 2(i). At other times a network of fis- 




ground. 



sures hart I)e<'ii i>bservcd, n«, for e.vnniple, at Aigion (Vos- 
tizza) in IJic Biilkims. nfier the earlliquake of Decemlwr 
2(i, JSGl (see l-'ij:. ."iO, ]>. i:!3). Such a network was ite- 
serilwd, also, by Wliilncy in the Owens Vallev, after the 



EARTHQUAKE FAULTS AND FISSURES 

eartliquakc of 1872. Whymper tells us Ihat in Ecuador 
great earth fissures are among the mo^t common features 
of the Andes, are generally recognized as earthquake 
cracks, and are called earthquake quehradas. Speaking 
of Cotocachi, he says: "In no other part of Ecuador is 
there anything equalling this extraordinary assemblage of 
fissures, intersecting one another irregularly and forming 
a perfect maze of impassable clefts. . . . The cracks are 
all V-shaped, and though seldom of great breadth, are 
often rery profound, and by general consent they are all 
tartbquake quehradas. Several, at least, have been formed 
within the memory of man, while others are centuries old." 







Sonictiiiies earthquake crack:; in the ground have ap- 
peared to radiate from a center, iis, fur example, at Gero- 
came after the Calahrinn earthquake of 178^ (sw Fig. 
27). At other times such rndial cracks went out from a 
more or less circular depression in the ground, occupied 
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either by a pool of water or by sand (see Fig. 28). Ra- 
dial cracks like those formed at Gerocame were produced 
in compact limestone upon the sea bottom in the vicinity 
of Zante, Greece, during one of the numerous earthquakes 




of that unstable region. Their discovery was made while 
repairing the telegraphic cable ruptured at the time of the 
earthquake. 
Halation of It was observed by the French geologist, Dolo- 

f&nltiuid mieux, who visited Calabria shortly after the great 
topoBrapliia earthquake of 1783, that the directions of the 
roller. newly developed fissures were in most cases parallel 

to the preexisting ravines and gorges. This was likewise 
a characteristic of the great earthquake in Chemakha, 
Turkestan, on February 13, 1902, when trough-like de- 
pressions were produced by the opening of fissures on op- 
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posite sides of valleys. There is much probability that 
such faults of small displacement are very frequently lo- 
cated along river valleys, but lie buried under river sedi- 
ments, and become manifested at the surface by the so 
frequent landslips along the banks. 

It was noted also after the great Calabrian earthquake 
that the largest fissures followed the bases of the mountain 
ranges which were also the boundary planes between the 
more crystalline rocks of the mountain masses and the 
unconsolidated or loosely consolidated materials which 
formed the valleys. A general coincidence between the 
course of earthquake faults and the bases of steep 
ranges of mountains was also characteristic of the Owens 
valley earthquake of 1872, the Sonora earthquake of 
1887, and the Japanese earthquake in northern Hon- 
shu of 1896. 
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CHAPTEK V 



THE NATURE OF EARTHQUAKE SHOCKS 



The nature of the disturbances to which objects are 
subjected during earthquakes merits careful attention, and 
appears to stand in some relation not only to distance from 
a fault line, but also to the nature of the fault itself — 
whether largely due to a movement of vertical displace- 
ment, or to one of lateral shifting on the course of the 
fault. Observations to be reliable should be made at points 
relatively near to the larger visible displacements, since 
otherwise one is left in doubt as to how much of the dis- 
turbance observed should be ascribed to movements ema- 
nating from the visible displacement, and how much to 
movements on nearer hidden faults of smaller displace- 
ment. 

Some of the movements which are transmitted 
to objects in the immediate vicinity of a fault, ap- 
pear to be due either to the removal of support, or 
to the inertia of rest of bodies which are suddenly 
subjected to movement. Where a fault has passed beneath 
a wooden structure of small rigidity, the fault has merely 
passed upward through the building to produce a shear 
like that in the underljring crust. A bam, located over 
the main rift at a point where it underwent a vertical 
displacement, was thus faulted by the California earth- 
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quake of 1906 (see Plate VII, B). Had the structure pos- 
sessed greater rigidity, it would have undergone a tilting 
through a small angle, and might, perhaps, have been over- 
thrown. A block of granite forty feet long, thirty feet 
wide, and thirty feet high, which had lain over the course 
of the Chedrang fault opened in India in 1897, was com- 
pletely overturned. In this case, not only the removal of 
support upon the one side of its center of gravity, but the 
sudden lift upon the other, which was the upthrown side 
of the fault, accounts for the overturning. 

When the shearing motion upon the fault plane is 
mainly in a direction along the surface of the ground, a 
very different effect is produced. Here the inertia of rest 
of the body is responsible for its remaining behind when 
the portion of earth on which it had rested moves out 
from under it. Excellent illustrations of this have been 
furnished from the California earthquake of 1906, by 
a house which shows the underpinning exposed for some 
three feet of its surface where the superstructure has lagged 
behind. There is here no need of a visible fault to prove 
that the earth has suddenly moved in that direction in- 
dicated by the movement of the underpinning (see Plate 
VIi; .4).*^ 

Mechanical disturbances such as have been de- 
Snooeiiional s(ji.ii)e(j jn the above paragraphs are not, however, 

the only ones which cause damage in the neigh- 
borhood of earthquake faults. If the fault in question be 
one of vertical displacement, the one portion of the two 
into which the earth's crust is severed by the fault sud- 
denly slips over its neighbor, only to be as suddenly ar- 
rested. The motion is best described as a jolt or shock, 
and must be accompanied by a sharp reaction, which, 
checked in like manner in the opposite direction, must 
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I. Bam which was tilted over a fault and dragged about ten feet. 
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NATURE OF EARTHQUAKE SHOCKS 

give rise to a series of suceessional waves. These succes- 
sional shocks are characterized above all by their great am- 
plitude (great intensity) and by their slow period. There 
is substantial agreement among reliable observers who 
have experienced eartliquakes either near a fault or over 
a strong seismotectonic line, that the eartli is first bulged 
upward into a swell which appears to move outward along 
the surface, thus fulfilling all the conditions of simple 
harmonic motion. Neither men nor animals are able to 
keep their feet, and a sensation of nausea is induced, just 
as it is in a vessel rocking upon the waves of tlie sea. 
The passing clouds appear to be arr(»sted, as they do also 
when observed from the deck of a tossing vessel. 

In the case of the New Madrid and some other earth- 
quakes, the ridges which were first raised in the ground 
were seen to open and the fault thus come suddenly into 
view. 

The academicians of Naples, who described the 
Bbaico** g^cat Calabrian earthquake of 1T83, tell us of a 
bounding of objects into the air, which was de- 
scribed as the Sbalzo, In certain of the Calabrian 
towns a good part of the paving stones were projected for 
some yards into the air and were afterwards found lying 
with their lower sides uppermost. Von Humboldt reported 
that during the earthquake of Riobamba in 1797, bodies 
were projected out of their graves, and up from the earth's 
surface. During the Icelandic earthquake of 1890, per- 
sons lying upon the ground near the edge of a cliff were 
projected bodily into the air and over the edge of the 
cliff. During the great Indian earthquake of 1897, large 
bowlders were thrown up from the ground and left, after 
their fall, with the dirty side uppermost (see Fig. 61 
p. 1G4). 
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The BucceesioD of these upwardly directed shocks is felt 
by persons as a thumpiDg against the eoles of the feet, 
and was so reported by residents of Charleston during the 
earthquake of 1886. Under such a bombardment of 
shocks the inertia of lieavy bodies resting upon the ground 
causes thorn to bo depressed into the earth. Stone posts 
are, in favorable localities, quite generally found sur- 
rounded by a narrow pit like that about a rod which is 
immersed in a bath of mereury {see Fig. 29), and heavy 
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monuments have been half buried in the earth, as, for ex- 
ample, during the great Indian earthquake of 1897. 
LonrltndiBal ^^^ '^'-'^^ knowledge of the effect of a lateral shift- 
■noMiiionU log of the ground along a fault has been furnished 
•hMki. ijy ijig Oalifornia earthquake of 1906, since of this 

earthquake, more perhaps than of any other, is it true 
timt Ihe motion upon the fault was mainly a longitudinal 
one. The great vibrations of tlie ground in the vicinity 
of the California rift were most strikingly manifested in 
the swaying of the trees, which under the influence of the 
shocks fairly lashed the ground with their branches. Those 
of a more brittle wood were snapped off, but others again 
regained their original attitude after the shocks had 
passed. Tanks of water which were located near the fault 
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Fio. 30. — Sketch map to show the seismotectonic lines and the local 
directions of heavy shocks felt in connc»ction with the earth- 
quake of October 20, 1870, in New I^ngland. The dark spots show 
where the shocks were felt, the arrows their direction, the small 
croeses where small faults of post-glacial age have been observed. 
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EARTHQUAKES 

spilled over so as to be nearly or quite emptied. The vi- 
brations of the trees and of the water surfaces in the tanks 
were alike along the direction of the fault. Such a move- 
ment, also, was characteristic of the fault opened in con- 
nection with the great Formosa earthquake of 1906 (see 
Fig. 18, p. 62), on which a lateral movement of eight feet 
was measured. Essentially the same facts have been 
brought out for certain earthquakes which have produced 
no extended open fissures. The earthquake in Calabria 
in 1894, in New England in 1870, and in Jamaica in 1907, 
all disclose the same relations between the heavy shocks 
and the direction of the fissures, in these cases, however, 
buried beneath the surface and represented only as seis- 
motectonic lines (see Fig. 30). 

Observations have been made at considerable distances 
(several miles) from great earthquake faults, and conclu- 
sions drawn from them respecting the direction of the 
shocks with reference to the fault. We are here upon very 
uncertain ground, since we are not assured that the dis- 
tant visible fault is the one to which the local effect is 
solely, or even mainly, to be ascribed. Waves of some 
sort are beyond question transmitted outward in every di- 
rection from tlie entire surface of all fault planes, but 
extended studies upon Calabrian earthquakes seem to in- 
dicate that the energy thus transmitted in directions trans- 
verse to the fissure is impotent against structures after 
traveling for a mile or two, and that cities fortunate 
enough to be located well away from the principal faults 
remain for centuries practically immune from destructive 
shocks, even though in the heart of an earthquake dis- 
trict. 

Whorov(»r fault lines intersect upon the surface, the 
successional shocks mentioned above must reach the same 
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point from two or more directions (see Fig. 31). The 
effect of the one being here added to that of the other, 
riBAtlMi the result is the more disastrous to structures, and 
!••••• this not alone by reason of the augmented in- 
^ tensity, but because the additional directions of 

t movement furnish the means for searching out the 

weaker elements in construction. Some buildings, 
by virtue of peculiarities in construction, are able to with- 
stand heavy shakings from one quarter, but would quickly 
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EARTHQUAKES 

l«fi«tnU«B We may, perhaps, be»t illttetrate the manner in 
u ^ **^ which earthquake shocks are combined at fault in- 
tersections if we set up two tuning forks and sound 
Ihcm together. By attaching small mirrors to their vi- 
brating citreinities, and directing a ray of light first to 




(Hio and thence to the other, we may graphically represent 
the (romliinwl motion (sec Fig. 32). If the forks be so 
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NATURE OF EARTHQUAKE SHOCKS 

placed that their planes of vibration intersect at right 
angles, the light image describes the complex curves which 
have become so well known as Lissajous's figures (see Fig. 
33). These figures are determined in form wholly by the 
direction of the vibrations, by the relative amplitudes, and 
by the quickness of movement (the period). They fur- 
nish, however, only the projection of the combined motion 
upon a single plane. To represent the actual motion we 
should be compelled to use, not two, but three dimensions 
of space. This could be done by a laborious analysis of 
the motions, and by bending a wire to show for each in- 
stant the direction and the intensity of tlie combined mo- 
tion. To further increase the complexity of the curves in 
the twisted wires it would only be necessary to set the 
tuning forks at some angle other than 90°. 
hkiya'i Though no one appears to have had the patience, 

^*' if he has had the desire, to produce such a scientific 

wire snarl as would set forth the motion combined from 
vibrating tuning forks, the late Professor Sekiya, of the 




Fio. 34. — ^Wire model to show the nature of the registered motions 
(magnified) of a particle at a single obserx'ing station during the 
passage of shocks from the Japanese earthquake of January 15, 
1887 (after Sekiya). 

University of Tokyo, has analyzed the motions which 
reached his observing station during the Japanese earth- 
quake of January 15, 1887. His results, which in three 
sections cover a minute of time, are known as " Se- 

91 



EARTHQUAKES 




)^y.:iiliuW 



kiya's wires/' and one of the sections is reproduced in 
Fig. 34. 
Yortioote '^^^ combination of shocks from separate faults, 

motion of as we have seen, tends to bring about rotational 
ol^Mta. movements in objects free to move at the surface 

of the earth. The plane of such rotational movements 
will here be the horizontal. Rotated columns of one sort 
or another have frequently been described in connection 
with earthquakes, and it is evident that they are not uni- 
formly distributed within the 
area affected by the earth- 
quake, but are found at cer- 
tain favorable localities only. 
The classical example is fur- 
nished by obelisks in the 
fagade of the Cloister of San 
Fio. 35.— Obeii«kB twisted in three Bruno in the town of San 

sections at the time of tlie earth- a ^ i i t» /^ i i • 

quake of 1783 in Calabria. Stcfano del Bosco, Calabria, 

which obelisks were twisted 
in three sections at the time of the earthquake of 1783 (see 
Fig. 35). Such vorticose motions were also especially 
characteristic of the Kingston earthquake of 1907, and in 
this case, as in the other, an adequate explanation is found 
in the fact that the city of San Stefano and the city of 
Kingston (see Plate XII) both lie at the intersection of 
prominent seismotectonic lines. 

Examples of vorticose movements in connection with 
earthquakes might easily be multiplied. We will mention 
but three additional instances. During the earthquake at 
Belluno on June 29, 1873, a bronze angel, which was 
pivoted at the summit of the dome of the cathedral, at 
a distance of two hundred and twenty feet above the 
ground, was turned through 20° upon its axis. The statue 
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had outspread wings, which were attached to the hody by 
upwardly directed iron spikes ten feet in length. These 
wings were thrown to the ground so as to leave the spikes 
projecting out from the shoulders. An earthquake in the 
Rhine provinces, which occurred August 26, 1878, and 
was of sufficient strength only to throw down chimneys, 
was yet able to twist the statue of Minerva in the facade 
of the Royal Polytechnicum at Aix la Chapelle, in such 
a manner that its three component blocks were each moved 
upon the underlying base as were the blocks in the obelisks 
at San Stefano. The two outstretched arms of the statue 
were broken off and thrown down to the ground. During 
the Indian earthquake of 1897 many posts which were 
firmly set in the ground were so twisted as to produce 
spiral wrinkles in the ground surrounding them. 

The mechanical movements and the successional 
j^^^*^ shocks which have been considered are clearly not 
the only ones wliich originate upon fault planes. 
Whenever the surface of one body slides upon that of an- 
other, waves are set up as a result of the friction between 
the surfaces. Such vibrations are of greater amplitude 
the greater the roughness of the surfaces involved, and the 
greater the pressure of the one surface upon the other. 
In the case of faults, the vibrations thus set up differ 
notablv from the successional shocks already considered, 
and this by reason of their smaller amplitude (smaller in- 
tensity) and their shorter period. 

Of the successional shocks which arise from vertical 
displacement upon a fault, we know that they are in most 
instances mainly upward and downward at the earth's sur- 
face, and that they appear to be propagated outward in 
all directions as a great wave or swell upon the surface 
of the ground. They are thus waves whose vibrations are 
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transverse to their direction of movement. Representing 

as they do a definite amount of energy, they are able to 

impart to the surface a greater amplitude, and hence 

cause greater destruction, wherever the outer layers are 

made up of loose or of lightly consolidated material. 

Friotional "^^^ secondary vibrations upon a fault plane 

▼ibrationt which arise from friction are, by reason of their 

have mntioal short period of vibration (the considerable number 

of vibrations per second), competent to produce a 
definite musical tone of low pitch. From the fact, also, 
that they originate entirely beneath the earth's surface, 
where the two sides of the fault remain in contact with 
each other, the resulting tone is subterranean. There is 
substantial agreement among observers that the sound phe- 
nomena heard in connection with earthquakes begin ])y a 
brief interval, a second or two at the most, l)eforc the 
shocks are felt. 
E th nake ^^'^^^ " distant '* study of earthquakes belongs to 

▼ibrationt a subsequent chapter, but we may here anticipate 
from a enough to say that the two principal types of waves 

which reach distant stations from earthquake dis- 
tricts are (1) waves which have large amplitude and long 
period — the so-called "main waves'' — and (2) waves of 
very small amplitude and of short period — the so-called 
"preliminary tremors." The amplitude of the large 
waves is from twenty to one hundred times that of the 
tremors, and their period is from ten to twenty times as 
great. The discovery made in 11)07 that the larger waves 
certainlv have their directions of vibration transverse to 
the line of propagation, leaves little doubt that they cor- 
respond to those which, in the neighborhood of the fault, 
we have called succossional shocks, and which arise from 
the movements of the earth at the fault through the en- 
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tire distance of its displacement. In further corrobora- 
tion of this conclusion is the fact that these large waves 
of the distant station are found to travel with, a velocity 
only about one third that of the tremor, and this would 
account, also, for the fact that the subterranean rumbling 
wunds are so generally perceived before the sensible shocks 
reach the surface, even over the fault. The successional 
shocks can, in fact, hardly be conceived to begin until 
after the fault has fully opened. As already mentioned, 
these waves gain in length of period as they travel, and 
it is perhaps largely on this account that their capacity 
for destruction is lost in the vicinity of the fault. Their 
intensity (amplitude) is quite sutticient to still cause seri- 
ous damage, were they only quicker in their movement of 
vibration. 
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CHAPTER VI 



THE LINES OF HEAVY EARTH SHOCK AND THE 
LINEAMENTS OF THE EARTH's FACE 



In the preceding chapters those earth faults have been 
discussed which become visible at the surface during 
earthquakes. The fact that measurable faults appear at 
the surface in connection with the grander earthquakes 
only, and not always even in such cases, when the mantle 
of unconsolidated rock material is relatively thick, raises 
the question whether any method has been discovered for 
locating deeply buried displacements, or those upon which 
small movements only have occurred. 
Theteleotive ^^ certain notable earthquake countries, such as 
property of Calabria and Japan, it has long been recognized 
eurthquakei. ^]^^i q\\ parts of the same province do not stand in 
the same danger from shocks. Each village has, so to 
speak, its own peculiar earthquake reputation; a reputation 
which is based upon the records of past earthquakes. To 
illustrate, the officials in the Central Bureau at Rome 
which is intrusted with the investigation of Italian earth- 
quakes, would be considerably surprised to learn of damage 
which has been caused by earthquake shocks in certain of 
the Italian villages, whereas, from others a report is 
awaited whenever earthquakes are known to have visited 
the district. Certain of the Calabrian villages have re- 
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peatedly been wrecked by earthquake shocks, while others 
in their vicinity have remained iminune. 

It has been often pointed out, and especially by 
jl^ Austrian geologists, that the so-called epicenters of 

successive earthquakes within the same districts 
betray a tendency to recur at the same point or else to 
travel along a straight line. This fact has been particu- 
larly well brought out for the so-called Miirz line of Ijower 
Austria (see p. 8, and Fig. 22), where the epicenters 
(points of heaviest shocks) have been repeatedly located 
at the same localities or have migrated in a single direction. 
The line of migration of tlic epicenters is here essentially 
rectilinear, has controlled the courses of streams, and as 
Professor Suess has shown, gives evidence from geological 
grounds that it is the course of a fault. A later example 
of the same kind of shock line has been furnished by earth- 
quakes which have occurred in the vicinity of Chemakha, 
Turkestan, the epicenters of which are likewise ranged 
along a right line (see Fig. 9, p. 23). 
V of the From the statistical side the cause of the unequal 

epeit distribution of earthquake sliocks within a district 

?•• has been carefully investigated. The data so as- 

siduously and patiently gathered by Dr. de Montessus have 
furnished him an exceptional opportunity to study this 
problem. He has thus been able to show that in a broad 
way it is the vicinity of steep slopes that is characterized 
by the heaviest shocks. Of two contiguous districts, like 
the two sides of a vallev, the two flanks of a mountain 
chain, or plains and neighboring heights, the more un- 
stable is in each case that which presents the greatest aver- 
age slope — the greatest surface relief, whether relative or 
absolute. He clearly recognized that this difference in 
favor of the steeper slope is undoubtedly to be explained 
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by the fact that steeper slopes are so generally above fis- 
sures in the crust upon which movement has occurred. 
^^ It has often been shown that valley lines have 

importanoe ^^^ '^^^^ ^ seismic intensity^ and here also the 
of river explanation is to be found in the fact that the 

▼aiieyi. streams which have carved out the valleys have 

been given their direction by a fissure in the crust now 
hidden beneath the valley deposits. The earthquake of 




Fio. 36. — Sketch map to show the approximate coiirse of the Owens 
River across lava fluodn in cliannels determined by fissures in the 
lava. Near Bisliop, California (sketch by W. D. Johnson). 



the Eastern Alps in the year 1882 was clearly localized 
along tlic sharp fracture valleys of that region. An earth- 
quake* which occurred November 4, 1877, was mainly felt 
along the St. Lawrence Kiver, Lake Champlain, the 
Hudson Iliver, and along the Mohawk and Connecticut 
valleys. 
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How the control of a river's course may be exercised by 
the fissures in the crust is well brought out by a sketch map 
of the Owens River near Bishop, California, which has 
been prepared by W. D. Johnson of the United States 
Geological Survey. In this vicinity the stream flows over 
a succession of lava floods hundreds of feet 'in thickness. 
The larger stream and a neighboring smaller one have 
each taken a zigzag course along fissures which penetrate 
the lava (see Fig. 36). 
irtkqiiAkfti Not content with a study of the topography of 
id faulted earthquake districts and his discovery of the law 
Btrieto. ^I ^1^^ steepest slope, De Montessus has examined 

the geological structure of each earthquake district, and 
shown that in far the larger numl)cr of instances the dis- 
trict is one where faults have been independently discov- 
ered in the examination of the geology. In those earth- 
quake districts where faults have not been described, the 
districts have either been little studied or the rocks are of 
a nature which makes it extremely difticiilt to determine 
with certainty the presence of faults. The absence of well- 
determined dislocations within these districts does not 
seem, therefore, to offer a serious contradiction to the law 
otherwise found to apply, for in areas of crystalline rocks 
careful study may fail to disclose the position of faults 
actually knoun to be present. 

To represent with considerable detail the dis- 

MiuiV tribution of seism icity within an earthquake dis- 

iipi of trict Dr. de Montessus has devised a method of pre- 

abitual senting the results of observation, which may be 

called the method of mapping habitual epicenters. 

The data for his purpose he has naturally found in terms 

of earthquake epicenters, and the shocks, whether heavy or 

light, few or frequent, he has, in a sense, measured up 
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and combined, so that by black circles of varying sizes the 
relative seismicity of the different portions of the district 
may be graphically set forth. In the sketch map of Scot- 

land, represented in 
^-^ Fig. 37, we have an 
illustration of this 
method. For districts 
of many light shocks 
only, the method is 
especially well 
adapted, and fur- 
nishes quite trust- 
worthy results. For 
those districts, how- 
ever, which in his- 
toric times have been 
visited by a few de- 
structive earthquakes 
only, the concentra- 
tion of the shocks at 
one or more supposed 
epicenters fails to 
adequately represent 
the distribution of 
the seismic intensity. 
This limitation of 

Fxo. 37. — Sketch map of Scotland setting ^j^^ method imposed 
forth the distribution of epicenters and . ii / ' • w U 
habitual epicenters (after De Montessus). ^^ ^*^^ ^^^^ ^^ WhlCh 

the available data 
are found, is fully realized by its author. Despite these 
limitations, the method seems to be a most important 
one for graphically representing the distribution of seis- 
micity. 
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The well - organized efforts on the part of the 
Italian Government to relieve the distress occa- 
sioned by the Calabrian earthquake of September 
8, 1905, furnished unusually favorable opportunities 
ksihookf. ^^^ discovering the distribution of the destructive 
shocks within the Calabrian province. The district 
affected by the earthquake is one of overpopulation, and 
villages are well distributed over much of the territory. 
Into each village from which damage from the earthquake 
was reported a small body of troops was thrown, and a 
report quickly furnished upon the extent of the damage. 
These reports, after entry upon the large scale maneuver 
map at division headquarters, brought out the fact that 
damaged villages were ranged along the straight lines com- 
posing an intersecting network, and that villages located 
in the meshes of the network had remained relatively im- 
mune. The greatest damage was found to have occurred 
where the lines in the network crossed each other. The 
lines comj)osing the network belonged to several parallel 
series, and many of them corresponded in position to 
buried faults already determined by geologists. Others 
were probably of this character, and this not alone because 
movement upon them had been indicated by the damage 
resulting, but, further, for the reason that they stood in 
a peculiar relation to the relief of the country. Such lines 
of excessive damage to structures upon the earth's surface, 
due to the intensity of the local shocks, with little doubt, 
therefore, revealed the position of buried faults, and hence 
may be designated seismoieclonic lines. 

It would appear that the surface of the earth is at the 
time of an earthquake in a measure sensitized to reveal the 
position of buried structures much as is the human body 
by a fluorescent screen, or in X-rays produced by some other 
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method. The seismdtectonic lines are the projections upon 
the surface of the buried planes on which movement has 
occurred. It is well known that repeated move- 
ments have at the time of earthquakes occurred 
upon certain fault planes which are exposed at 
the surface. The long record of earthquakes within 
the Calabrian province suggested the application 
of a test to determine whether the seismotectonic lines 
revealed by the recent earthquake have also been the seat 
of earlier movements within the province. The test was 
applied through the preparation of maps to represent the 
distribution of damage in the province from each impor- 
tant earthquake upon record. The maps thus prepared 
show when compared that while certain of the seismotec- 
tonic lines have in nearly every instance been shaken, 
others have boon shaken in exceptional cases only, when 
the district lias boon the scene of grander disturbances. 

For purposes of study the lighter earthquake shocks 
are by far the more instructive, since the difficulty of 
grading the intensity of shocks when many places have 
been shaken is in such cases excluded. The mere fact 
that a village has felt an earthquake shock and its neigh- 
boring village has not, discloses the significant fact that 
it is nearer to the seat of movement. Such favorable 
villages for study, however undesirable they may be as 
dwelling sites, the study showed in most cases to be lo- 
cated at or near the intersecting points of seismotectonic 
lines. The simplest explanation for the seismic prom- 
inence of such intersections is the combination at these 
points of the movements upon all fissures which there in- 
tersect. 

The consideration of other earthquake districts than the 
one in which the method was discovered, shows clearly that 
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the intersections of seismotectonic lines have repeatedly 
received the heaviest damage from earthquakes. The little 
teworth island of Ischia, off the Bay of Naples, in Italy, 
•raeotioiLi is a volcanic island which has often been racked 
leismotee- by earthquakes that have curiously been concen- 
trated at Casamicciola. Though situated upon the 
flanks of an active volcano, no quick sympathetic relation 
has connected the eruptions of Monte Epomeo with the 
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Epicenirum of 1883. 

Intense de6fructive Area I79G. 
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Fio. 38. — Sketch map of tlie island of Ischia to aliow the. concentration 
of successive earth<niakos at the city of Casamicciola. Earth- 
quakes of 1706, 1828, 1881, and 1883 (after Baldacci and Mer- 
caUi). 
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local earthquakes. The shock of July 28, 1883, threw 
down every house save one in Casamicciola, and killed 
over two thousand people; yet delicate instruments in the 
Vesuvian Observatory, only twenty-four miles away, gave 
no indication of the disturbance. The shocks were felt, 
however, in towns which were ranged upon two lines cross- 
ing the island and intersecting beneath the city (see 
Fig. 38). These seismotectonic lines have been revealed 
as faults through the thermal springs and furaaroles 
ranged along them, and both springs and fumaroles showed 
unwonted vigor after the shocks had passed. The earlier 
earthquakes upon the island have betrayed the same tend- 
ency to strike with unparalleled severity at Casamicciola. 
The earthquake that occurred upon the evening of March 
4, 1881, which destroyed one fourth of the houses of the 
city and killed 118 people, was accompanied by a marked 
twisting of pillars, but its destructive violence was limited 
to an area little more than a mile in width and two miles 
in length. The shocks were felt at Vivara along the con- 
tinuation of the fissure AB (see Fig. 38) to the east and 
in Ventotene to the west, but nowhere upon the near-lying 
Italian shores. 

Davison's earthquake map of Japan for the years 
1885 to 1892 (reproduced on page 47) reveals 
a number of small areas of relatively higher seis- 
micity, which are at the intersections of prominent 
lines in the structure of the island. The islands 
composing the Japanese empire form a series of gigantic 
zigzags continued southwestward in the Loochoo Islands 
and northeastward in the Kuriles. The more noteworthy of 
the seismic areas is to be found at the great elbow of the 
main island, and the next most important one at the next 
great elbow to the southwestward, near the Straits of Ko- 
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rea. This is well brougbt out upon Kikuchi's more gen- 
eral earthquake map of Japan representing the ahorler 
period 1885 to 1890 (a, Fig. 39). Additional centers 
of strongly localized but yet lower seismicity appear upon 
Davison's map, as is brought out in b, of Fig. 39. 




Fta. 39. — a, Kikuehi's earthquake map of Japan ; I 
m»p of Japan based upon Davison's map. 

1^^^ The records of earthquakes upon the Pacific 

itUnM coast have lately been assembled with some care, 

UlfonU. anj the material thus collected has been utilized 

by De Montessus to compute by his method the distribution 

of seismicity for llie province. Ho has not, however, 

made the attempt to actually locate the habitual epicenters 
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thus determined ; and if we now supplement his studies 
by presenting the data upon the map, the seismotectonic 
lines come into prominence with the stronger earthquake 
centers at their intersections (see Fig. 40). The number 
of the lines thus indicated is relatively small, and the 
dominant directions are northwest-southeast (the direc- 
tion of the more prominent of the known faults), and the 
nearly perpendicular direction, northeast-southwest. The 
data presented upon the map point clearly to an additional 
epicenter near Fort Klamath, Oregon; and the records 
show that on the morning of January 8, 1867, heavy shocks 
were felt there and were accompanied by important 
changes of level in Klamath Lake. 

The greatest number of epicenters are ranged along the 
Santa Clara valley and its extension, the valley of the 
Russian River; but this unusual prominence may be in 
part explained on the same basis as the unusual seismic 
prominence of San Francisco, in the density of the popu- 
lation and the consequent fullness of the data. 
The earth'! ^^^ casual observer of nature is apt to receive 

•urfaM M the impression that the straight line is absent from 
molded by most landscapes, save only as detail is lost in the 

distant horizon. In the rounded profiles of hill 
and dale he sees ever the gently flowing curves of the Ho- 
garthian line of beauty. The tendency of the erosional 
processes may truly be said to be to mold the surface so 
that it presents ever more softened outlines, until at last 
all bold and angular features have disappeared from the 
landscape. So, upon a slab of marble, the sharply chis- 
eled characters of a significant inscription may, under the 
tooth of time, fade away into hardly perceptible grooves, 
which disappear beneath a growth of moss and ivy. Yet 
to one who will push aside the obscuring cover and dili- 
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gently devote himself to a study of the half-effaced in- 
scription, the hidden secret may be revealed. 
Thelinea- ^^ ^^® difficulty which the erosional processes 

menti of the impose upon the problem of discovering the earth's 
earth'! fiMe. architecture, there are others which arise from the 
methods of representing the earth's surface upon maps. 
In thickly settled districts particularly, the significant lines 
of nature are lost in maps • under the system of heavy 
black lines which show the course of the lines of com- 
merce — ^the roads and railways. If, however, a map be 
prepared without these impertinent and confusing ele- 
ments, it will generally be discovered that, though half 
concealed, the straight line is a number of times repeated 
upon the map. A rocky stretch of straight coast line is, 
it may be, extended landward in a low cliff, and this by 
a number of waterfalls aligned upon a number of streams. 
The straight line we have thus far followed is now con- 
tinued by iho beds of streams which have left their 




Fig. 41. — Diagram to show the composite nature of earth lineaments. 

natural course under some mystical influence which does 
not at first appear. If, now, it is found that the rocks 
which outcrop at the surface of the ground belong to dif- 
ferent types, it will perhaps be noticed, that these types 
are for a considerable distance separated by a straight 
contact which forms the extension of the line with which 
we started from the shore. One or the other of these cir- 
cumstances may l)e fortuitous, and hence misleading. 
The probability that all are thus accidental, and hence 
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without significance, is extremely small. Such a straight 
line drawn upon the earth's face has been termed a linear 
ment (see Fig. 41), and is the revelation to us of the 
course of a buried fissure through the earth's crust, a fis- 
sure which in one place has formed a shore line, in an- 
other a cliff, again waterfalls and stream channels, or, 
finally, the contact of rock formations. Examples of such 
lineaments will be found upon the maps of Fig. 42 (p. 
Ill) and Fig. 44 (p. 114). 
^^ . We may go a step farther and inquire how the 

rkthe several elements of the surface are connected with 
^^ot the fissure which passes beneath them. Fissure 
planes, generally vertical, are in most regions no 
rare phenomenon. Every quarry opened in rock reveals 
them, it may be, numbered by the hundreds or thousands. 
Belonging to a number of parallel series, these vertical 
fissures or joints divide the rock mass into closely packed 
prisms which appear as though built up from squared blocks 
of masonry (see Plate II, A), The lineament which we 
have described must, therefore, be a particular joint among 
the many with which we become familiar within the 
quarry. Sometimes we are able to show from the study 
of the rocks along its course that the ground has at some 
time been moved either up or down or laterally upon the 
one side, and not upon the other, or that the movement 
has at least been different for the two sides of the fissure. 
The fissure is thus determined to be a geological fault. 
At other times, when this cannot be proven, it is indicated 
as probable. At still other times the rocks upon either 
side of the fissure show no appreciable difference in po- 
sition, and we are thus forced to conclude either that no 
movement has occurred, or if it has, that it has been com- 
pensated by a counter movement. 
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Compoiite ^^ ^® ^^^ composite nature of lineaments which 

nature of explains why they have been so generally over- 
lineamenti. looked. It is not so much the fact that a cliff con- 
tinues in a definite direction for a longer or shorter dis- 
tance, as it is the persistence with which several elements 
in the surface all adhere to a definite straight line, in 
which the significance of. the lineament consists. This 
changing character of the lineament is in part explained 
by the composite nature of faults themselves, for we know 
that the displacement along the fault line varies most 
abruptly and between the widest limits (see Plate II, B). 
This displacement may locally be reduced even to zero, 
and hence to the condition of a joint in some particular 
section of the lino; or a reversal of movement may at some 
time reduce a former displacement to nothing. Thus the 
determination that beds lie* at the same level uj)on oppo- 
site sides of a fissure does not in itself prove that move- 
ment has not occurred upon the plane. , 

Lineaments thus appear, like seismo tectonic lines, 
of lineaments ^^ reveal the courses of fault planes through the 
andieiimo- earth's crust. Their identity should, therefore, be 
teotonio revealed upon those maps which, in addition to the 

usual topographic and hydrographic data, set forth 
the distribution of seismicity. Such a map of the islands 
in the Greater Antilles may serve for illustration (see Fig. 
42, p. 111). In this region the strong lineament which, 
starting from Jamaica, follows the straight southern 
shore of Haiti and the equally straight northern coast of 
Porto Kico to St. Thomas, is by far the most prominent 
of the seismotectonic lines. Less strongly indicated is the 
nearly parallel lineament which continues the southeast- 
ern coast of Cuba and its partially submerged extension 
to and along the northern coast of Haiti. Other lines are 
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only less clearly brought 
out by tbe earthquake 
records, and all are prom- 
inent Uneameats. More 
BigniScant yet is the fact 
that the habitual epicen- 
ters are so uniformly lo- 
cated at the intersections 
of the prominent linea- 
ments. 

The sharp fjords or 
firths of the northern 
British Isles bring the 
lineaments of that prov- 
ince into special prom- 
inence, even on outline 
maps. This region is, 
therefore, adapted to a 
comparitton of seiamotec- 
tonic lines with stronger 
lineaments. 

The map of Fig. 4.1 
reveals the seismotGc tonic 
lines and their identity 
, with the important linea- 
ments. The more impor- 
tant of the habitual epi- 
centers are here also to 
be found at their inter- 
sections. The most im- 
portant series of lines is 
directed east - northeast, 
and two of the four lines 
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represented in this series (AA' and BB') have been deter- 
mined independently by geologists as faults. Likewise 
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Fia. 43. — Sei»molec tonic map of the northern portion of the British 
Isle*. The block circles are the habitud epicenters as computed 
by De Montessus, and the dashed lines the at 



the line CC directed to the east of north, is a well-known 
fault of the district. 

Within that portion of the United States which borders 

upon the Atlantic, the correspondence of lineaments with 

112 



.b*^:^ 



THE LINES OF HEAVY EARTH SHOCK 

seismotectonic lines has been established. In this prov- 
ince the study of the lineaments was undertaken in 1904, 
before their relation to earthquake slioeks had 
r^vmkei ^^^^ suspected. The distribution of the seismicity 
au ia th« throughout the province had, however, already been 
itora studied by De Montessus in 1898, and published in 

Urn ^ generally inaccessiljle scientific journal at Geneva, 

Switzerland. So soon, now, as the two reports 
were compared in 1906, and the earthquake data trans- 
ferred to the lineament map, it clearly developed that the 
habitual epicenters were located along the lineaments, with 
the epicenters of the higher grades at the important in- 
tersections (Fig. 44). 

Perhaps the most noteworthy of the coincidences brought 
out by this map appear in the cases of the northern fall 
line (//), the southern fall line (/), the Carolina coast 
line (J), the St. Lawrence line (F), and the Newark 
border line (4>), the Connecticut and the lower Connec- 
ticut lines (17 and 1), and the St. Croix lino (/'). All 
the above-mentioned lineaments, and to a less degree others 
as well, are marked out seismogenetically. 

Upon the northern fall line are Washington, repre- 
sented by six epicenters; Baltimore, represented by four; 
Philadelphia with seven; Burlington wMth two; Trenton 
with two; Princeton with one; Staten Island with one; 
New York with eight ; Brooklyn with one ; Xew Haven 
with three; East Haddam with one hundred and forty- 
five; Milford with one; Newton with one; and Boston 
with twenty-six epicenters. This long line of epicenters 
is also extended south west ward upon the continuation of 
the lineament along the base of the Appalachians. With- 
out an exception, the larger circles which set forth the 
seismicity along this line correspond to intersections with 
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other lineaments. The seismic importance of East Had- 
dam, Connecticut, where the fall line intersects the 
straight lower stretch of the Connecticut River below Mid- 
dletown, is very great, and the locality has first rank in 
seismicity for the entire region. 

Xowhere is seismicity so localized within the region, ex- 
cepting only East Haddam, as upon a line which joins 
Boston to Portland and is continued northeastward to 
Augusta and Fairfield in Maine. This line follows the 
straight coast line of central Xew England, but its real 
significance is first revealed when we examine the sub- 
merged contours of the ocean floor. The continuation of 
the line southwest ward from New England, after passing 
the continental shelf, corresponds to the great escarpment 
at the border of that shelf — a cliff on which for more 
than 500 miles the ocean floor drops within the space of 
a few miles from depths of less than 1,000 to more than 
9,000 feet. The position of this escarpment \vith reference 
to the neighboring continent is similar to that of the great 
Tuscarora scarp to Japan, and by far tlie greater number 
of Japanese earthquakes have been accompanied by move- 
ments along that cliff. 

It will not have escaped the observation of the care- 
ful reader that seismotectonic lines or lineaments, in all 
the cases which we have considered, show a marked tend- 
ency to be grouped within a number of parallel series, 
just as do the joints in any region and the determined 
faults as well, 
rof dii- ^^^ identification of lines of seismic activity with 

mtion of strong earth lineaments renders it necessary to re- 
imieity. examine De Montessus's. laws of distribution of 
seismicity; for when examined in detail it is not always 
true of seismotectonic lines that they correspond to the 
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steeper slopes. Thus by far the most prominent seismic 
line of the eastern United States — the northern fall 
line — is for much of its extent, and here the more seis- 
mically active portion, hardly a line of relief at all. Much 
the same may be said of the two lines which stand next 
in importance — the Boston-Augusta line, and the St. 
Lawrence line. The first mentioned of these latter, ex- 
tended, becomes the most remarkable escarpment either 
upon or near to the continent; and, similarly, the north- 
em fall line, extended to the southwest of Washington, 
follows the base of the longest steep slope to be found 
within the land area under consideration. The law of 
steepest slope will therefore apply to portions of many, 
if not to the greater number of seismotectonic lines. In 
some way, however, — be it in the geologic contacts, in the 
arrangements of waterfalls, in lines of drainage, in coast 
lines, or in relief — all the seismotectonic lines are linea- 
ments and presumably faults. De Montessus's law may, 
therefore, be expressed as follows: 

SeismicUy is localized on earth lineaments (faults), and 
is greatest at their intersections. 

The intersections of the seismotectonic lines 
Lineament 

interieotioni which correspond to the points of highest seismicity 
andepi- have, in the case of particular earthquakes, been 

oenteri. generally determined as the epicenters of those dis- 

turbances, since epicenters are necessarily the localities of 
the heaviest shocks. Should new maps be prepared for 
each earthquake province, and for each earthquake which 
has been recorded within it, by locating each village which 
sustained damage, and designating by a numerical figure 
its seismicity for that particular disturbance, a composite 
map could be prepared by assembling the data from all 
the others, and this should afford results of the greatest 
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refinement and accuracy. It follows that such a method 
would be the most sensitive one yet known for discovering 
the fracture system present in the crust beneath the 
province. 

The value of the methods which have now been dis- 
cussed for determining the distribution of seisraicity, must 
be measured with due consideration of their common at- 
• tribute of revealing facts not disclosed by the methods 
in common use; which facts, therefore, might otherwise 
have remained undiscovered. As regards the provinces 
of low seismicity, one may have a deep interest in unrav- 
eling their tangled structures without the hardihood to 
invoke an earthquake in order to sensitize the province 
for one's purposes. There will, however, always be pos- 
sible a scientific study of the scenery, which may be an- 
alyzed in terms of mountain and valley, cliff and plain, 
river and coast. In one of its sections a lineament may 
be represented by an escarpment, in another by a drainage 
line, in another by a fall line which intersects lines of 
drainage, in another by a geologic l)oundary, etc.; but 
the evidence of its presence is at hand and careful study 
only is necessary for its discovery. 
. The observation so often made upon the ground 

Ijgg, that the course of a line of dislocation is most fre- 

Uaei- quently not straight, but made up of a great num- 

^^' her of straight elements which, together, compose 

a series of zigzags, is indication that the lineaments which 
appear ^rectilinear upon the maps, may be so only in pro- 
portion as the scale of the map is small. Such lineaments 
must be conceived to outline, in the majority of instances, 
at least, a complex but comparatively narrow zone of 
smaller displacements in which other directions than the 
one given by the general trend of the dislocation are rep- 
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resented (see Fig. 45). The principal dislocation, while 
making excursions in zigzags to either side of its general 
course, does not, however, in the majority of instances, 
deviate very far from this average course. Such lines, 
if \\w i>r()jection of approximately plane surfaces upon 




Flo. 45. — Map of some of the fault scarps which appearetlin the Owens 
valley, California, during tlie earthquake of 1872. Survej-eti by 
W. D. Johnson, Unitoii States Geological Survey, in June, 1907. 
Scale : 1 inch etiuals 430 feet. 

the surface of llio earth should, upon the common form of 
maps, appear as curves — as the projections of great circlets. 
This necessary correction in thoir (Iclinoation, like the in- 
fluence of erosion in everywhere molding curving outlines, 
has often most effectively ohscured these significant lines 
of the landscape. For these reasons thoy are so little likely 
to force themselves upon the attention that the key to their 
system will have to he diligently sought out. 
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CHAPTER VII 

DERANGEMENT OF THE SURFACE AND UNDERFLOW 

OF WATER 

The theory of earthquakes which was probably 
phftieof propounded by Thales nearly six centuries before 

earthquake the Christian era, the earliest theory that has 
•tndy. Y)een preserved, was framed to account for the re- 

markable changes in the underground flow of water at 
the time of earthquakes. From the same early period, 
scenes familiar to the wandering Israelites are reflected by 
the Psalmist when he writes : " Tremble, thou earth, at 
the presence of the Lord . . . which turned the rock into 
a standing water, the flint into a fountain of water/' From 
accounts by Aristobulus, the ancient geographer Strabo 
has handed down to us the record of an earthquake in 
India which, through the shifting of river channels, de- 
stroyed no less than a thousand villages. Yet from the 
days of Thales to our own no theory of earthquakes 
has been framed which has stimulated observation of the 
derangement of water-flow by earthquakes, either at or 
below the earth's surface. It is safe to say that no phe- 
nomena which accompany earthquakes, save only the 
shocks themselves, are so constant in their occurrence as 
the derangements of water-flow. 

For convenience of consideration, it is well to separate 
the derangements of surface waters, those which, either 
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eland upon or flow along the earth^s surface, from those 

which are concerned with changes in the underflow, as 

giften. manifested especially by a transfer of water either 

of the to the surface from below, or from the surface down- 

*•■*•*•• ward into the ground. Derangements of the first 

class, then, are chiefly concerned with a lateral movement 

upon the ground, while those of the second class relate to 

an essentially vertical movement beneath the ground. 

Either directly or indirectly, the more impor- 
tant derangements in the flow of water, whether 
they be above or below the ground, are occasioned 
through differential changes of level of the ground itself. 
Thus new depressions or basins appear upon the surface. 
In the greater number of instanoo*^ tho«:e depressions do 
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Fio. 46. — Sketch map to show the route foUowecl through the country 
most disturbed during the shocks in India on June 12, 1897. 
The heavy lines are the courses of faults, and the black spots arc 
the larger lakes (after R. D. Oldham). 

not reveal the bed rock at the surface, and are not bounded 
by visible faults. No less than thirty earthquake lakes 
were observed after the great Indian earthcjuakc of 1897, 
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and from the small part of the disturbed country which 
was examined, these could have been but a small propor- 
tion of the total number formed at the time (see Fig. 46). 
One of the new lakes dating from this earthquake was a 
mile and a half across. In the " sunk country " formed 
along the lower Mississippi during the heavy earthquake 
shocks of 1811-12, many new lakes came into existence. 
One of these, known as Reelfoot Lake (see Plate XV, A), 
is more than twenty miles long, and on it the fisherman 
in his canoe may pass over the tops of submerged forest 
trees. 

In steep-walled mountain valleys heavy earth shocks 
nearly always occasion landslips, and these may completely 
block the course of a river. The lake formed in this 
manner during the great earthquake of January 25, 1348, 
in the valley of the Gail, Carinthia, destroyed no less than 
seventeen villages, and to-day, nearly six centuries after 
the occurrence, the area is a great marsh. Vivenzio 
counted fifty lakes of this character after the great Calab- 
rian earthquake. The numberless circular openings in the 
ground formed during earthquakes (see below) are often 
left filled with water, thus dotting the landscape with a 
myriad of small pools. After the great Calabrian earth- 
quake of 1783 numberless pools of this kind were seen, 
besides two hundred and fifteen lakes of larger dimen- 
sions. The greater number of earthquake lakes result 
from obstructions raised in the course of rivers through 
differential adjustment of earth blocks. Many such lakes 
were formed during the Sonora earthquake of 1887, and 
others during the earthquake in the Owens valley of March 
2G, 1872 (see Plate XV [, A), 

The areas of former lakes may l)e very greatly extended 
by an earthquake, as was the case during the heavy shocks in 
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the region about the southern end of Lake Baikal on Janu- 
ary 12, 1862. Here a strip of country 21 kilometers in 
length, and with a breadth which varied from 9.5 to 15 
kilometers, suddenly sank and was soon after invaded by 
the waters of the lake. 
tkiil^l^ The derangements of stream flow during and 

^mriM succeeding earthquake shocks may he either tem- 
'^'•*"** porary or permanent. In the first category bc- 
' longs the rolling up of great waves upon the surface, and 
also the sudden reversal of the direction of current. Dur- 
ing some of the first heavy shocks of the New Madrid 
earthquake of 1811-12, the current of the Mississippi 
ftiver flowed northward, or opposite to its usual direction, 
for a period measured in minutes. At about the same time 
a great wave was formed upon the surface, which, rolling 
in upon the shore, snapped off large trees like pipestems, 
and swept boats far inland. During the Owens valley, 
California, earthquake of 1872, the Owens Hiver near 
Lone Pine, a stream deep and swift and between (50 and 
80 ieet wide, was left dry for several hours. During 
the earthquake of January 25, 1348, the Grand Canal in 
the citv of Venice was loft drv. 

The vastlv increased volume of the water which comes 
to the surface during an earthquake generally causes a 
temporary increase in the tlow of rivers within the district. 
In some instances thev have at these times advanced with 
a high wall of water like that formed from the bursting 
of a dam. 

Permanent changes to stream channels are most fre- 
quently observed within the level delta regions of great 
rivers, where the shifting of the channels of the numerous 
distributaries causes untold damage in the populous dis- 
trict about and between them. Such changes are, how- 
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ever, not always restricted to delta regions. During the 
California earthquake of 1857, the current of the Kern 
River was turned up stream, and the San Gabriel Biver 
left its bed to follow a new course determined by an earth- 
quake fissure. 

The fact has already been noted that earth- 
andpooli' quakes betray a marked tendency to be localiped 

along river valleys, due to the fact that thevallqfa 
themselves have been carved out by erosive processes alobg 
the courses of ancient faults. When, now, new movemaatl 
recur along these faults, to the accompaniment of earth- 
quake shocks, the fault plane, before hidden under allu- 
vial deposits, may be revealed as a wall or scarp which 
follows the direction of the valley bottom. Wherever this 
scarp intersects the windings of the stream in such a 
manner that it faces the downstream direction, the water 
of the river must fall over it in a cascade. In those places, 
however, where the scarp intersects the stream so as to face 
upstream, it dams tlie water and forms a pool. These 
changes were many times illustrated along the course of 
the Chedrang River after the earthquake in India on June 
12, 1897 (see Fig. GO, p. 1G3). 
Braininff ^^ connection with the Japanese earthquake of 

ofUkei 1891, a former lake was intersected by the course 

and iwampi. ^f {\^q principal fault, and was by it cut in half, 
so that that portion of tlie lake which was over the raised 
limb of the fault was laid dry. By this uplift the former 
outlet of the lake was closed, and though the water still 
continued to enter the lake from a small stream, the level 
of its surface did not rise, owing to the fact that the ex- 
cess of water drained away along the fault line. Near 
Flagstaff, Arizona, there is an old earthquake crack along 
which the waters of several rivers which intersect it all 
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One oy Several Streasis which Disappear wheiie They Meet 
AN EABTHqiTAKE Crack xeah Flaqstapf, Ahiiona. (After a 
photograph by A. E. Hackett.) 




Sandstone Pipes i.v I.ihestumc on the Coast at East Anuleuey, 
Wales. (After a photograph by Edward Greenly.) 
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disappear down the crevice (see Plate VIII, A), The most 
remarkable revelation of the process of lake draining dur- 
ing earthquake shocks has been furnished by the former 
Lake Eulalie, which was situated near New Madrid, Mis- 
sissippiy and which was completely drained at the time of 
the shocks of January 6, 1812. Upon the lake bottom 
thus exposed there was revealed a series of parallel fis- 
sures with fimnel-shaped openings ranged along them 
(compare Plates XIII, B and XVI, B), 
^ _, It is the commonest of observations that sprinffs 

lAohangt appear after an earthquake in places where before 
Tviuae of none had existed, and that many old springs either 
*"**' increase their volume, decrease it, or dry up com- 

pletely. Such changes are the more marked and sudden 
for those springs which in their flow show least sympathy 
with the local rainfall, and which, moreover, have a nearly 
constant temperature throughout the year. They thus be- 
tray the fact that the water which flows from them rises 
from a considerable depth, where the supply is but little 
affected by the local rainfall, and the temperature only 
slightly modified either by the summer's heat or the win- 
ter's cold. Even more noteworthy are the changes which, 
at the time of earthquakes, are observed in thermal and 
mineral springs rising from still greater depths below the 
surface. All such deep and constant temperature springs 
are located along fissures in the earth's crust, as is clearly 
revealed by their alignment upon it. Probably in the vast 
majority of instances they are also located at fissure inter- 
sections, where the widening of the crevice has produced 
a natural shaft similar in character to the artificial one of 
an artesian well. The water from all such springs is de- 
rived from a saturated zone, separated from the surface, 
by an impervious layer which is perforated by the widened 
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crevices below tlie points where tiie springs appear at the 
surface. In Fig. 47 tliis faet is brought out for the springs 
of the vicinity of South Britain, Connecticut, where the 
fissures are well-determined faults. 




ft^Jsta 



• 4 



Fig. 47. — Relation of springs to fault intersections in the vicinity of 

South Britain, CV)nn. 

The common ** surface '' springs vary botli in volume 
and in temperature with the progress of the season, and 
are located wliorc tlie surface of the saturated soil, the 
water-table, comes out to the surface of the ground. The 
position of this water-table within the ground is revealed 
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to us by the level to which water rises in ordinary wells. 
During an earthquake the water-table migrates, in some 
places upward and in others downward, and causes great 
changes in the behavior of wells. With the advent of 
shocks wells have frequently been observed to fill with 
water and flow over at the surface, generally roily or even 
choked with large quantities of sand and mud. After flow- 
ing in this manner for a brief period, they may quite as 
suddenly be emptied and cease altogether to flow, 
.^orof ^^^ changed volume of fissure springs induced 

by sudden earth movements may be illustrated by 
the action of some well-known thermal springs. 
After one of the heavy earthquake shocks in 427-6 B.C., 
the warm springs of Tliermopyla* and .Edcpsus did not fiow 
for three days. After the earthquake of April 27, 1894, the 
springs of Thermopylae remained unchanged, though those 
of ^depsus were immediately so increased in volume that 
they produced turbulent and steaming brooks. Due to its 
increased flow, the little spring, Therma, at Gialtra, 
formed a funnel in the earth of 150 cubic meters capacity 
(about 196 cubic yards). At the time of the great Lisbon 
earthquake of November 1, 1755, the effect upon springs 
was noted far bevond the limit of the sensible shocks. The 
hot springs of Teplitz, Bohemia, suddenly became roily, 
next stopped flowing completely, and then broke out col- 
ored red with iron oxide, and flowed with such volume that 
all the bath basins were overflowed and considerable por- 
tions of the city inundated. Other springs in the same 
general region showed, however, no change. Recent studiesi 
made in Japan seem to indicate that even during light 
earthquakes the pressure of the water in artesian wells 
is influenced so as to be either greater or less than the 
normal. 
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Earthquake Not only does underground water issue from the 

fountains surface in new springs which are bom in the mo- 
geyiers. j^^jj^ ^f earthquake shocks, but the water is some- 
times projected upward from openings in the surface with 
such violence as to produce earthquake fountains resem- 
bling geysers, save only for their more continuous perform- 
ance. During the New Madrid earthquakes of 1811 and 
1812 water was projected upward in vertical sheets ovei 
the entire area of open fissures, and carried to the tops ol 
the highest trees. When the earthquakes were felt at 
Aquila in central Italy in the years 1702 and 1703, the 
ground near the city was seen to open, and water and 
stones were ejected in such quantity that the surrounding 
fields became impassable. The columns of water are re- 
ported to have exceeded in height the tops of the highest 
trees. Likewise, during the great earthquake in India in 
1897, the ground was seen to open at many points, and 
fountains variously estimated in height shot upward from 
the ground and flowed continuously for a considerable 
period. The Charleston earthquake of 1886 occurred dur- 
ing the night, but the unmistakable evidences of such foun- 
tains as we have described were left behind in great open- 
ings in the ground above which the leaves of the trees were 
incased in sand. 

When in the vicinity of Lake Baikal during, the earth- 
quake of January 25, 1862, the surface of the steppe 
was suddenly dropped over an area of 250 square kilo- 
meters; fountains opened at many points within the 
sunken area, and water shot up to heights of 6.4 meters, 
or 20 feet. The water gushed also in great volume from 
the open wells, and where these were tightly covered by 
wooden caps the latter were shot into the air like the 
corks from champagne bottles. On the night of Sep- 

128 



UNDERFLOW OF WATER 

tember 5, 1896, during heavy earthquake shocks in Iceland, 
a new warm spring suddenly opened to the accompaniment 
of loud roaring and whistling, and threw water, steam, and 
fragments of rock to a height estimated at 600 feet. Its 
force was, however, soon spent, and a few hours later it 
played to a height of 10 or 12 feet only. Ten days later it 
had ceased to flow. Nearly all the geysers within the Ice- 
land district suffered changes at the time of this earth- 
quake, and the famous Strolclcur, which had been bom dur- 
ing the earthquake of 1789, suddenly ceased erupting, and 
came to an end. Mount Hecla and the other neighboring 
volcanoes remained perfectly quiet during tliis earthquake, 
and were obviously in no direct way connected with it. 
viael- It seldom happens that the water reaches the sur- 

^P^* face of the ground with such violence as has been de- 

J^ J?I. scribed without bringing along with it great volumes 
Hi— of sand or clay. It is thus in a position to leave a 

raterleU. record of its behavior, and these records are of very 
considerable interest to the student of seismology. In char- 
acter the transported material is most frequently sand of a 
different nature from that which before surrounded the site 
. of the opening. The presence of mica scales and of 
other light bodies scattered through the sand — and these 
are rather characteristic ingredients — is accoimted for by 
the fact that such materials are easily picked out from 
sands of composite character, and easily carried along by 
the ascending current. The volume of the water and sand 
which are discharged at the time of an earthquake has 
in many cases been sufficient to blanket large tracts of the 
surrounding country with quicksand. This has been es- 
pecially true of the earthquakes of Calabria in 1783, of 
New Madrid in 1811, of India in 1897, and of Formosa in 
1906 (see Plate XV, B). The openings from which the 
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water and sand have gushed are usually left in the form 
of circular funnels in the ground, and these have been 
termed "craterlets" (see Plate IX). Such sand vents 
seem to have been first described scientifically in coimei>- 
tion wilh the report upon the earthquake in Calabru in 
1783 (see Fig. 28, p. 80). Sometimes filled with water snd 
BUTTounded by radial cracks, at other times these hoUowi 
showed only a lining of sand. By digging down beneatH 




them it was found that they had the form of triimpet- 
slinped pipes standing erect, and that the loose micaceous 
sand in the center marked the course of the tube up which 
the water had ascended (see Fig. 48). These hollows 
were, moreover, found to be arranged along the course of 
fissure lines. Illustrations of such alignment in the case 
of more recent earthquakes 'will be found upon Plate 
XIII, if, and Plate XVI, B. Tiio ernterlets formed during 
the earthquake in India, 1897, were generally six feet or 
more across (Plate X), while those of the Charleston 
earthquake of 18!)6 had sometimes a diameter of as much 
as twenty feet. The groups of craterlets formed in connec- 
tion with this earthquake were arranged in zones which 




. 49.— Map o( tho principal arcatt of cratprleta fomiwl during tho 
Charleston earthqimke uf AugviHt 31, 1881. Tlie liashpd linpg are 
■dsmotectonio linfs, aiici the black spots on the railway track the 
points where sj>ccial damage occurred. 
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appear to correspond to the course of buried fissures, for 
their extensions are fpund to intersect the railway tracks 
at points of maximum damage. Other areas of the cra- 
terlets are found where such lines extended intersect each 
other (see Fig. 49). There is ample evidence that the 
craterlets serve not only as shafts to bring the water to the 
surface, but in many cases also for a subsequent drawing 
down of the water which has already been poured out. 
Examples of this were furnished by the Belluno earth- 
quake of 1873, the New Madrid earthquake of 1811, and 
by the Achaia earthquake of 1861. 

The sand ejected from openings in the ground 
ir? ^^tl during shocks of earthquake is not in all cases left 

in the form of circular hollows, but is often heaped 
up into cones which are surmounted by craterlike depres- 
sions. Thus, during the New Madrid earthquake of 1811 
such cones formed distinct topographic features which 
are even to-day, tliough flattened by the wash of many 
rains, easily recognized. They stand out the more prom- 
inently because the white micaceous sand of which they are 
built up differs from the subjacent material, and has not 
a sufficient admixture of other ingredients to support 
vegetation. Such cones have to-day diameters varying 
from twenty to one hundred feet, and heights of from 
three to four feet. 

The sand cones which were formed along the Mediter- 
ranean coast of Achaia during the earthquake of December 
26, 1861, are of more than usual interest, for the reason 
that they were studied by a competent geologist almost 
immediately after their formation. These sand cones were 
built up over ground which was steadily sinking, and where 
many fissures intersected to form radiating " stars " of 
cracks, such as are well known from the Calabrian earth- 
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quake of 1783 (see Fig. 28, p. 80). It was particularly 
observed that the eaod cones were here built up over the 
ganglia of radiating fissures, and they were numbered by 




Pio. 50. — Sanil conpa tormpil on sinking ground in ^chaia during the 
earthquake of Dpcpmber 26 16B1 (after J Schmidt) 

the hundreds upon the flat isurface of the plain Some of 
the largest had a diameter at the ba«e of as much aa sixty 
five feet, but their craters were hardly more' than a yard 
in diameter (see Fig. 50). 

In connection with the same earthquake some extremely 
small cones were actually seen in process of formation as 
the ground was still sinking. In thei^c instances, hydro- 
gen sulphide gas, so generally emitted from the surface 
of the ground during earthquakes, escaped with the water 
at the crater of each little mound, in the form of a burst- 
ing bubble which scattered the fine sand upon the slopes. 
133 
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It is little likely that the bubbles of gas play any important 
role in the formation of the larger cones, and whether a 
eraterlet or a sand cone will develop at any point is likely to 
be largely determined by the violence of the ejection. There 
is here a distinct parallel with the form of volcanic cinder 
cones, since the larger and broader craters can be ascribed 
to more explosive eruptions, and the high cones with small 
craters to eruptions of less violence long continued. 
Knd oonei During the heavy shocks of earthquake felt near 

and mud Chemakha, Turkestan, on February 12, 1902, salty, 

▼oloanoei. plastic mud exuded from the open faults and built 
up high hillocks of the pasty material, which were sur- 
mounted by craters (see Fig. 51). Subsequent shocks 

were accompanied by 
movements upon the 
same fault planes, 
which fractured the 
cones already built up 
so as to form vertical 
walls on which a new 
displacement, amount- 

FiG. 51. — One of the mud cones formed dur- ing in SOmc instances 
ing the earthquake of Chemakha, Turkes- ±^ i - ^j.^ . /«i * 
tan, on August 22, 1902 (after Weber). ^"^ ^'^ "^^^^^ ( «''«"* 

1.G6 yards) was meas- 
ured. Many so-called mud volcanoes differ in no essential 
particular from these earthquake mud cones, and in fact 
the arrangement of mud volcanoes in line, and the con- 
nection of the episodes of their life histories with earth- 
quakes in their vicinity, place them in the category of 
earthquake phenomena. 

We have seen how the fissures, or those portions of them 
through which the underground water ascends to the sur- 
face during the earthquake, are generally left choked 
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with sand. The excavations which were made after 
the great Calabrian earthquake disclosed beneatli 
the circular hollows a trumpet-shaped pipe, filled 
with sand, which descended straight downward 
into the ground. In the " sunk country " of the Lower 
Mississippi, which was formed at the time of the great 



iMith- 




Fio. 62.— Earthquake fissure choked with sand left by the earth- 
quake of tlic I.onor Mississippi vslloy in 1811 (after a photograph 
by Thomas Bfokwitli). The white band is (lie micaceous Band 
which was left to choke the fissure. 
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earthquake of 1811, entire fissures were filled with the 
peculiar micaceous sand which welled out to blanket the 




Fin. .'13.— SfimUtone dikes alonR flie n.iirw! <if the Rm 
I'lix', TiilciraJu laher Crusby). Tlic black anau 
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country, and these fissures may still be seen where the 
ground baa been opened on vertical cliffs (see Fig. 52), 
In favorable localities such sand-filled fissures &s have 
just been described have been preserved for us from ear- 
lier geological periods, though with the sand now hardened 
into sandstone. Such sandstone dikes reveal to us some- 
thing of the earthquake history of ages long since past. 
Thus, for example, in northern California, there are many 
vertical cracks filled in with a micaceous sand rock which 
has formed out of sand that has come upward toward 
the surface from below (see Plate XI). Near Colorado 
Springs, in the State of Colorado, somewhat similar dikes 
of sandstone have been left, the principal one of which 
takes a sometimes zigzagging course along an ancient linea- 
ment for a number of miles, 
to be represented farther to 
the northwest by a considur- 
able number of -smaller and 
parallel dikes of sandstone 
(see Fig. 53). 

Of the smaller cra- 
Bttone terlels and sand pipes 
of a former geological 
period, there appear to be re- 
mains upon the eastern coast 
of Anglesey in Wales. A sec- 
tion of one of these is repre- 
sented in Fig. 54, and a view 
of a numlwr of such craterlets 
which, since their induration 
into sandstone, have been hol- 
lowed out by glacial action, is given in Plate VIll, Ji. 
These plugs of sandstone have the same trum[>et form as 
U7 




Flo. 54.— Section ot one of the 
fiandtftone pipes in limestone 
on tlie eufitem const of Angle- 
sey in Wales (after Greenly), 
a eherty limestone, p sandstone 
pipe, T clierty limestone. 
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the sand below the Calabrian eraterlets, and they are con- 
tinuous above, with a spreading blanket of the same sand. 
They occur in a cherty limestone, are covered by the scone, 
and may have been formed upon the sea floor. 

All the derangements in the underflow of water 
at the time of earthquakes are susceptible of a sim- 
ple explanation through the differential changes 
of level of the blocks within the earth's crust. The 
most significant of the observed facts are that, in dif- 
ferent portions of the district affected by a single earth- 
quake, conditions have been absolutely different. Whereas in 
one portion all surface water before present in ponds and 
swamps has been sucked down into the ground, at the same 
moment, and only a few miles away, water has been issu- 
ing from the ground in great volumes, either along the 
course of fissures or through openings ranged on fissure 
lines. Consideration of all well-described regions shows, 
moreover, that where the water has issued from the ground 
in quantity, there the ground has been suddenly depressed 
during the shocks. The earthquake fountains, therefore, 
and the o])cnings from which they discharge — the era- 
terlets — are the loci of ephemeral and greatly overgrown 
fissure springs which the movements causing the earth- 
quake have brought into existence. The drained bed of 
Lake Eulalie, after the shocks of 1811 in the Ijower Mis- 
sissi])})i valley, showed that in this instance the water had 
been sucked down through the openings on fissure lines. 
With these facts in mind, we may consider the direct 
result of adjustments which take place between adjacent 
blocks of the earth's crust everv^where intersected by verti- 
cal fissures and containing porous layers saturated with 
the underground water (see Fig. 55). 

Whenever a block of the crust has been suddenly 
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Great Sandstone Dike in Soft Shales on the Roabino River in 
Northern California. (After Diller.) 
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dropped, the tendency has heen to squeeze out through the 
fissures to the surface the water in the aquifers or water 
layers. Whenever the revere movement has occurred, 
the inertia of the rock mass has tended to produce a 
suhterranean vacuum, and in consequence to suck down 
through the fissures all the available surface water. The 
after shocks of great earthquakes seem to be largely 
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brought about by later adjustments among the earth 
blocks, and doubtless account for the later sudden changes, 
either in the amount or the direction of the waterflow, 
which have been so often described. 

There are other results of the adjustment of the earth 
blocks which must modify the effects just described, though 
their importance is probahly of a secondary order. Re- 
cent earthquake study has shown that lateral compreasion 
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or expansion of individual portions of the earth's surface 
is one of the consequences of the earth movements which 
produce earthquakes. Expansion must operate largely 
through the widening of joint crevices, while compression 
will bring about their closing. The former should induce 
a tendency to draw down surface water, and the latter to 
squeeze out the ground water. 

As regards the behavior of wells, this is perhaps more 
often to be accounted for through changes brought about 
in the level of the water table, which in turn is dependent 
upon changes of level of the earth's surface itself. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

SOME GREAT EARTHQUAKES DESCRIBED 

The lower valley of the Tagiis, upon whose bank the 
city of Lisbon is built, has a long record of disastrous 
earthquakes, the most noteworthy of which have been those 
of 1309, 1531, and 1755. This quality of the Tagus val- 
ley does not end at its mouth, for the sea off shore is 
makhed by but two other areas of sea bottom in its long 
list of seaquakes w^hich have been perceived on shipboard. 
An explanation for the peculiar instability of Portugal 
may be found in its geological structure. The land area 
included between the lower Tagus and the sea represents 
a block of the earth's crust bounded upon the northeast 
by the great escarpment which, to the southw^ard from the 
mouth of the Duero, continues the coast line of the Iber- 
ian peninsula. Against this scarp the massive crystalline 
rocks which compose the area to the eastward are sud- 
denly cut off at the abrupt terminations of the Serra da 
Estrella, the Serra de Carcunello, and the Serra Gralieira. 
At the foot of this scarp other and later geological forma- 
tions are found. 

Only less striking as a geological boundary is the lower 
Tagus itself, whose direction is continued across the penin- 
sula to Santander as a notable lineament that is followed 
by the Duero and other rivers, and by the Serra da Es- 
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trella particularly. To the southwestward of Lisbon, this 
hne is continued beneath the sea as an important sub- 
merged escarpment, while to the northward of the Iberian 
peninsula its extension intersects the Bilbao cable at or 
near to the point where it has been periodically fractured. 
The escarpment which continues the northwestern Iberian 
coast line to the sharp bend of the Tagus, and separates the 
older crystalline formations from the newer deposits at its 
base, continues generally as a geological boundary to the 
mouth of the Guadiana Eiver. The position of these linea- 
ments, and the blocks into which they divide the peninsula, 
are shown upon Fig. 56. 

Among the earth movements which in historic 
ibon ti^® have affected the kingdom of Portugal, that 

rthqvUce of Xovember 1, 1755, takes first rank, as it does, 

1765 • 

also, in some respects, among all recorded earth- 
quakes. The first shocks of this earthquake came with- 
out other warning than a deep sound resembling thun- 
der, which appeared to proceed from beneath the ground, 
and it was immediately followed by a quaking which 
threw down almost the entire city. In six minutes 60,- 
000 people perished. The day was almost immediately 
turned into night, owing to the thickness of the dust 
from the shaken city, but quickly took fire, so that 
to the destruction from the shocks was added the horrors 
of a conflagration and a pillage by robbers. The direc- 
tion of the earth shocks upon this day, as in so many other 
Lisbon earthquakes, was from the southwest to the north- 
east, or parallel to the valley of the lower Tagus. Por- 
tions of the seacoast between Cape da Roca and Cape 
Carvoeiro fell away into the sea, and damage was ex- 
treme along the coast between Cape St. Vincent and the 
mouth of the Guadiana. The great Serra da Estrella, 
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FiQ. 56. — Sketch map of a portion of the Iberian Peninsula to illustrate 
tlie zones of special disturbance at the time of earthquakes. 
Tlio spots indicated to the southwest of Lisbon are the localities 
where sliips felt the shocks of the great Lisbon earthquake. 
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which borders the Tagus lineament on the west, was split 
and rent in a most remarkable manner and threw down 
great avalanches of rock into the valley. The ships upon 
the high sea which felt the shocks were all in the vicinity 
of the same lineament. 

In Lisbon itself, notwithstanding the great intensity of 
the shocks, some houses . remained standing unharmed, 
though surrounded by utter destruction. The new Lisbon 
quay, which had been built entirely of marble, suddenly 
sank down into the bay with an immense crowd of people, 
who had gathered in supposed safety upon it, and the 
reports state that no one of the bodies ever floated to 
the surface. 

Following hard u])on the first shocks, the sea 
Thereat retired from the land, carrying boats and other 

craft with it, only to return in a great wave sixty 
feet in height, which completed the destruction in and 
about the city. This great sea wave, the mightiest which 
has ever been described in connection with an earthquake, 
is reported to have washed not only the coast of the Iber- 
ian Peninsula, but to have extended with destructive vio- 
lence to the coasts of many distant countries. At Kin- 
sale in Ireland it was strong enough to whirl vessels about 
in the harbor and to pour into the market place, and it 
was of great violence also at the island of Madeira. It 
has generally been assumed, and we believe without war- 
rant, that it was one and the same water wave which pro- 
duced all the recorded disturbances. It is much more 
probable that other and sympathetic earthquake disturb- 
ances acted in essentially the same manner, though started 
from different areas. 

The great earthquake which shook Calabria and north- 
eastern Sicily in the year 1783, stands out in rather 
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striking contrast with other disturbances of that early 

period, for the reason that it was carefully studied by a 

number of men of more than average ability and 

CaUbrian trustworthiness. Among them were Vivenzio,. the 

earthquake court physician of the K ing of Naples, who has sup- 

plied us with a narrative of the events; Grimaldi, 
the minister of war, who at the king's command personally 
visited the region, and has supplied us with accurate meas- 
urements from the faults and other fissures; Pignaturo, 
the physician at Monteleone, who kept a record of the 
shocks, together with their estimated intensities, for both 
the years 1T83 and 1784; the French geologist Dolomieu, 
who personally visited the district; and Sir William Ham- 
ilton, England's distinguished representative at the court 
of Xaples. Not content with the studies of these gentle- 
men, the Royal Academy of Naples sent a delegation with 
a staff of artists, and prepared a bulky report of the great- 
est scientific value. No earthquake, ancient or modern, 
has luK^n more carefully studied. 

Calabria is a country which has many times been racked 
by earthquakes, and for no other country save Japan have 
the records been so long or so well preserved. The areas 
shaken have not been extraordinary for extent, but as re- 
gards both the geological changes and the losses to life 
by which they have been accompanied, they rank among 
the greatest in history. 

The shocks of 1 783, which cost 30,000 lives, came with- 
out warning on February 5, 1783, and in the space of 
two minutes threw down the structures in numberless 
cities and villages scattered through Calabria and north- 
eastern Sicily. The great central granite mass of Ca- 
labria, which was but slightly disturbed by the first 
shock, was more heavily shaken by those which followed. 
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It was noted by the early writers upon this earthquake 
that the shocks were most violent along the junction of the 
recent strata with the granite and other crystalline rocks. 
These latter rocks rise on steep slopes from the newer 
strata which compose the Calabrian plain, and it was found 
after the earthquake that the mountains had been rela- 
tively elevated so as to cause the looser material to slide 
downward from their margins, and in places leave a gaping 
chasm along the junction. Such a chasm, it has been sug- 
gested, might well account for the fact that so many of 
the rivers of Italy follow the sharp junction of the newer 
with the older and firmer rock masses. 

During the earthquake the surface of the coun- 
he'h k«* try heaved in great undulations which were pro- 
ductive of nausea, and which gave the effect of 
the clouds having suddenly become motionless — an effect 
which is often observed from tlie dock of a tossing sliip. 
Large trees swayed by the rocking earth were so bent that 
their tops touched the earth. In some localities the shocks 
were vorticose, for obelisks which adorned the fagade of 
the convent of San Bruno at San Stefano were curiously 
twisted. In each case tlie pedestal remained undisturbed, 
though the stones composing the obelisk had been turned 
upon their bases through considerable angles, vvliicli in- 
creased with the height of the block above the base. At 
some places, also, the shocks were nearly vertical in direc- 
tion, for objects such as paving stones were thrown up from 
the surface of the ground to a height of several yards and 
were often overturned in falling. At Terranuova a stone 
well was projected out of the ground, and in its new posi- 
tion resembled a small tower eight or nine feet in height. 
The fissures which appeared in the ground at the time 
of the earthquake were numbered by thousands, and were 
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found in many parts of the disturbed region. On many 

of thejje fissures displacements had occurred which, in 

some cases, amounted to as much as ten feet. 

Fault! and Along the great fault line which follows the straight 

southeastern coast of Sicily, movement was espe- 
cially noticeable at Messina, where the shore was rent and 
tilted seaward so that the quay sank fourteen inches, and 
the sea bottom was not only depressed in places, but ren- 
dered very irregular. In Terranuova some houses were 
elevated above the general level of the ground, while other 
neighboring houses were depressed by varying amounts. 
A large and circular masonry tower was, by a vertical fis- 
sure, divided in half, and the one side elevated so high 
that the foundations were brought above ground. Yet so 
closely were the two parts pressed together that the only 
evidence of the fracture in the walls of the tower was the 
failure of the stone courses to match on the two sides. 
In the city of Monteleone nearly every house was de- 
molished on certain streets, and nearly all left standing 
upon others. 
Opening and ^^^^ healing of the fracture in the Round Tower 
oloiingof of Terranuova indicates that after the fissure had 
flamrei. opened sufficiently to permit the displacement, it 

was again closed under pressure. There were many more 
striking illustrations of such alternation of motion in the 
earth blocks. Many fissures were observqd to open and 
close alternately, and instances were not lacking where 
men and cattle were first engulfed in the fissures and later 
thrown out alive by succeeding shocks, accompanied by 
a large volume of water and sand. The closing of the 
fissures is said to have taken place violently, so that the 
walls were pressed hard against each other. Certain 
houses which had become engulfed in the fissures were 
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afterwards exhumed and found to have had their sides 
jammed together into a compact mass extended along the 
plane of the fissure. Such violent closing of the opened 
fissures was not, however, universal; for the academicians 
who visited the district state that fissures which they had 
observed on entering the district were found to be partly 
closed at the time of their return. Other fissures, which 
had opened with the first shock of the earthquake on 
February 5, were found to have been greatly widened, 
lengthened, and deepened, at the time of the shocks on 
March 28. Some of these fissures, which were generally 
straight, were found to be nearly a mile in length and two 
hundred feet in depth. 

At Gerocarne, the surface of the ground was said by the 
academicians to be " lacerated," and the fissures here gen- 
erally ran from centers so as to produce a roughly stellate 
appearance (see Fig. 27, p. 79), like cracks in a pane of 
glass. In general, however, it was observed that the fis- 
sures ran either along the junctions of the older and more 
rigid formations with the newer and loosely consolidated 
ones, or parallel to the ravines and gorges which had before 
existed in the region. 
reolar Some of the Calabrian plains were found after 

Uowt and the earthquake to be dotted with circular hollows, 
ndoonet. which, upon the average, had the size of carriage 
wheels, and which, when filled with water to within a foot 
or two of the surface, appeared like wells (see Fig. 28, p. 
80). More often, however, they were filled with dry sand, 
with which were admixed scales of mica, and presented 
either a concave or a convex upper surface. Upon dig- 
ging down in them they were found to have the shape of 
inverted cones continued downward into the ground as a 
relatively small shaft or pipe in which the sand was moist, 
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and up which water had spouted at the time of the earth- 
quake. In many places, also, were found an immense 
number of sand cones not essentially different in their 
origin from certain of the circular hollows which were 
found filled with sand. 

In addition to the well-like pools of water which 
ment of the occupied the circular hollows above descril>ed, there 
surfaoe were other water basins more deserving the name of 

water. ponds or lakes. One of these, in the vicinity of 

Seminara, to which the name of Lago di Tolfilo was given, 
was about a third of a mile in length, and was so copi- 
ously fed by the springs ranged on a fissure in its bottom, 
that all attempts to drain it proved futile. Near Sitiz- 
zano a valley was completely choked up by the landslips 
from opposite sides, and behind this new dam a lake was 
formed which was about two miles in length and one mile 
in breadth. Vivonzio states that fifty lakes arose at the time 
of the earthquake, and the government surveyors, who in- 
cluded smaller ponds, counted no less than two hundred 
and fifteen. The first efTect of the more violent shocks 
was generally to dry up the rivers, immediately succeeding 
which they were filled so as to overflow their banks. 
Landslips ^^^^ valleys of Calabria, and especially those near 

and mud the coast, are for the most part deep ravines cut 

torrents. jj^ loosely consolidated rocks, and in the rainy sea- 

son they become so saturated with water that even slight 
shocks cause the banks to suddenly slide downward into the 
bod of the stream. As earthquakes are frequent through- 
out tlie province, it is seldom that some scars due to this 
})roc('>s arc not to be observed on all the deeper gorges. 
DuriniT the great earthquake of 1783 the great volume 
of water whieh welled up from below along the lines of 
these ravines so modified the usual process that the soil 
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• 

has been described as "dissolved" into great torrents of 
mud which inundated all the low grounds after the manner 
of mud lavas in connection wi^i volcanoes. One such mud 
stream, formed at the time of the great earthquake, pre- 
sented a front of two hundred arid twenty-five feet, with 
a depth of fifteen feet. 
. ^ Reference has already been made to the geological 

b and changes which occurred at Messina along the course 
ndation of the great fault which passes between Scilla and 
• Charvbdis at the Straits of Messina and, continued 

southward, forms the steep, rocky, eastern coastline of 
Sicily. From the rock of Scilla large sections of clifE 
were broken off, and at one place a section a mile in length 
was thrown down. The sea in tlie vicinity was greatly dis- 
turbed, and fishes of rare species which usually lie buried 
in the sand came to the surface in large numbers. Soon 
after the fall of the cliffs near Scilla the sea rose to a 
height of twenty feet and rolled back over the low-lying 
tract below the cliffs. The Prince of Scilla, who had 
induced his subjects to follow his example of seeking 
safety upon the water, was among the 1,500 destroyed by 
the wave. 
Kino- The Empire of Japan is, as regards its land area, 

iri earth- perhaps as unstable as any upon the globe, and the 
V^ records of its earthquakes are probably as complete 

[. as any that are in existence. The total number of 

recorded destructive earthquakes in a period of nearly 
fifteen hundred years is two hundred and twenty-three. 
Since the beginning of the seventeenth century the records 
are fairly perfect, and it is found that a destructive earth- 
quake has occurred somewhere in the empire once every 
two and a half years. For the lighter shocks systematic 
earthquake observation is necessary, and an earthquake 
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service was first organized in 1885. Since that time the 
earthquakes of all intensities recorded from Japan give 
a yearly average of fourteen hundred and forty-seven 
shocks, or a daily average of four. Until the great earth- 
quake of 1891 in the twin provinces of Mino and Owari, 
the greatest shocks within the memory of living men were 
those of 1854-55. 

The earthquake of October 28, 1891, shook an area of 
243,000 square miles, or more than three-fifths of the en- 
tire area of Japan. The area shaken with catastrophic 
violence was much smaller, and was largely confined to 
the two provinces above mentioned, which together oc- 
cupy a broad plain occupied by rice fields extending north- 
westward from near the "elbow" of Japan, and sur- 
rounded on all sides but the south by high mountains. 
This kettle-shaped basin among the hills had, at least for 
a long period, not been troubled by earthquakes, which may 
help to explain the excessive violence of the movements 
in 1891. 

Without tlie least premonitory symptom the stroke fell, 
and in the first moment was wrought the destruction of 
about 7,000 people and 20,000 buildings, while 17,000 
people wore more or less seriously injured. As has been 
true of so many other earthquakes, fires almost immedi- 
ately broke out among the ruins and burned to death many 
who might otherwise have escaped. Throughout a large 
area situated near to the center of the affected district, the 
ground was riven by myriads of fissures. Small mud vol- 
canoes and sand craters were numerous, and an open fis- 
sure a mile in length appeared along the banks of the 
Shonai River. Here, also, a bamboo grove with pines and 
thatched houses was shifted en hloc sixty feet back from 
the river embankment, the trees remaining upright, and 
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the thatched roofs falling to the ground without fracture. 
Over the great Mino-Owari plain most of the peasants' 
houses fell in this manner, so that from the distance they 
presented the appearance of gigantic saddles scattered over 
the plain. This plain is one of Japan's great gardens, and 
supported ialmost 1,000 people to the square mile. Villages 
were there almost continuous, and a narrow lane of unusual 
destruction could be traced through them for twenty miles. 
The numerous after shocks of the earthquake 
were carefully recorded at the cities of Gifu and 
Xagoya, those registered at the first-mentioned city 
appearing in the following table, which well illustrates 
how after shocks fade gradually away in number, as they 
do in intensity, after the initial heavy shocks. The suf- 
fering and terror of the first day sufficiently account for 
the apparent exception there to the law which otherwise 
generally obtains. 



T?ie After shocks of the Mino-Chvari Earthquake^ Registered 

at Gifu, 



Oct. 28... 102 


Nq\ 


.5. 


. .53 


Nov. 


13... 35 


Nov. 


21... 21 


" 29... 318 




6. 


..67 




14... 29 




22... 12 


" 30.:. 173 




7. 


..45 




15... 29 




23... 23 


" 31... 126 




8. 


..42 




16... 28 




24... 18 


Nov. 1... 99 




9. 


..44 




17... 21 




25... 9 


" 2... 92 




10. 


..40 




18... 18 




26... 15 


" 3... 81 




11. 


..38 




19. ..17 




27. ..11 


" 4... 78 




12. 


..40 




20... 33 







During the first five months succeeding the initial shock, 
no less than 2,588 after shocks were recorded at Gifu. 

Along the longer axis of the area most disturbed within 
the provinces of Mino and Owari, there appeared a great 
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earthquake fault extending in the general direction north- 
northwest and south-southeast, along which the land lying 
to the eastward was in general dropped down in 
reference to that upon the westward, and was 
also generally shifted along the fault to the north- 
westward (see Frontispiece Plate). The average amount 
of this northerly shifting (or southerly shifting of the 
opposite series of land blocks) varied from three to six 
feet. Exceptionally, this amount was much greater, as was 

indicated, for example, 
in the little hamlet of 
Jobara, where, however, 
careful examination of 
the groimd was neces- 
fc>ary in order to deter- 
mine where the crack 
liad been formed. Two 
persimmon trees, which 
before had stood upon 
an east and west line, 
were afterwards aligned 
along a meridian, to 
the complete mystifica- 
tion of the inhabitants. 

Fig. 57. — Lateral displacement upon the who did not discOVCr 

^^?"?K^"r''T''''^ ^"'*,°f '"'■'^ the crack, and perhaps 

ured by the displacement of trees at ' jr r 

Jobara (after KotA). would havc been no 

wiser if they had (see 

Fig. 57). Where the fault cut the paddy fields, the low 

ridges used to separate neighboring fields were cut obliquely 

.and offset, though without important vertical displacement 

(see Fig. 20, p. (>()). 

The vertical displacement upon the Nco fault, where less 
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than two feot, did not produce a vertical wall, but the 
ground rose from the lower to the higher level upon a 
curved surface which waa transversely cracked and gave the 
effect of a gigantic mole 
track (sec Fig. 58). Al- 
though llie ground was 
generally lowered upon 
the east jiido of the 
fault, this was not al- 
ways the case, nor was 
the throw ot uniform 
amount. The best in- 
stance of large vertical 
displacement was fur- 
nishwl at Midori {see 
KrontiKpicee Plate, 
w lie re it was no less 
(linn eighteen feet, and, 
further, in the opposite 
tlirerlioii to that which was common along the fault. The 
lateral displacement was, however, here in the usual direc- 
tion and measured al)out twelve feet. 

The Xeo valley fault wan not the only, but rather the 
largest, of the displacements brought about at the time 
of this earthquake. At Omori innumerable fissures trav- 
ersed the ground in a network of many direction.s, and some 
of the included earili blocks were raised, and others low- 
ered, much as waa the case at Big Pine, in the Owens val- 
ley, during the earthquake of IR^S (see p. 180). 
inn. '\t Tsliiwara an artificial reservoir which was fed 

itofth* by n stream and used to irrigate the paddy fields 
"^- was cut by the fault in an east-west direction. The 
northern half was depressed as well as shifted, and the 
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southern half was drained. The water continued to enter 
the reservoir tlirough the stream, but apparently soaked 
down into the ground along the fault line, as the level of 
the reservoir was not raised. The villages of Nishi-Fukas^ 
and Higashi-Fukase were by a depression of the ground 
transformed into a deep swamp two square kilometers in 
area. 
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CHAPTER IX 

SOMK GREAT EARTHQUAKES DESCRIBED (Concluded) 

iandio ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ most instructive earthquakes of which 

thquakes we have scientific accounts, is that which affected a 
896. triangular plateau area of southwestern Iceland in 

the early fall of 189G. Owing to the fact that the exten- 
sive study of it was printed in the Icelandic language, our 
knowledge of the facts dates from the publication in 1901 
of a Cierrnan summary. The area of the disturbance is 
bordered by a rampart of lofty mountains, included among 
which are Mount Hecla and other well-known volcanoes. 
These volcanoes were at rest before, during, and after the 
earthquakes, the destructive shocks of which occurred 
upon the 26th and 27th of August, and the 5th, 6th, and 
10th of the following month. 

During the shocks the earth's surface was thrown 
ies ^ 

ywnnp i^^^ waves so that neither men nor cattle could 

lithe stand. It was noticeable that the shocks appeared 

'"*^ to come from the boundaries of the plateau. In one 

village, which was situated upon a height composed 

of heavy lava rock resting upon a volcanic ash which was 

largely cemented into rock, a heavy stove six feet in height 

was thrown a distance of twenty-five feet. Persons who 

were lying upon the ground near a cliff were by the shock 

thrown bodily over its edge. An isolated hill, which to>:c 
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seven hundred and forty feet out of the plain, is described 
at) shaken " like a poodle coming out of the water/' and 
a thick mantle of loose soil which had covered it was af- 
terwards found distributed in heaps about its base. 
SATthauAkd ^^^ surface of. the plain was outlined by open 
fknlti and fissures or fresh rock walls, due to the land having 
flfinrts. jjgpn elevated upon one side of the fissure. Other 

faults and fissures crossed the area. One of these was 
open for about seven miles, and another was nine miles in 
length, and was accompanied by many other pairallel 
faults. The mountains immediately surrounding the plain 
were riven by clefts, and landslips were common upon the 
steep slopes which bounded the plateau. In the high sur- 
rounding region, however, shocks were slight or even im- 
perceptible. 
Der nffe- Along many of the fissures which were opened 

ment of the in the ground there appeared large funnel-shaped 
underground openings, and where these fissures crossed swamps 

or ponds their waters had been sucked down tlirough 
the funnels. As in most volcanic regions, there are in this 
portion of Iceland many warm springs, as well as vapor 
jets, which are known as fumaroles. When the great shock 
came during the night of September 5th (the third de- 
structive shock of the series) a new spring opened, and 
to the accompaniment of loud roaring and whistling, threw 
water, steam, and fragments of volcanic rock to a height 
estimated at six hundred feet. Its force was, however, 
soon spent, and a few hours later it })layed but ten or twelve 
feet into the air. Ten days later it had ceased to flow. 
The region of disturbances is one of the three important 
geyser districts of the globe, and many well-known geysers 
suffered changes from the shocks. The famous StroJikur, 
which had come into being during the earthquake of 1789, 
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suddenly stopped erupting, and appears now to Ijo quite 
dead. Cold springs anil wells wore no losn strikingly de- 
ranged at the time of the earthquake, some drying up and 
new and permanent springs being formed. The eurface 
water in hrooks and ponds was made roily. 

The most remarkable feature of this earthquake 
, WHS the unusiinlly striking limitation of the darn- 

ed in age from oach of the five destructive shocks to a 
"■ particular area bounded by straight fissures and 

different for each of the shocks. The areas were gener- 
ally contiguous to each oilier (see Fig. 59), and it thus 
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appcareil that the earth's crust, in respect to the disturb- 
ances, was moved in definite sections or blocks, which were 
outlined by the surface fissures. 
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Great Aitam Perhaps the greatest earthquake which has been 

earthquake recorded was that of Assam, India, which occurred 

of 1897. upon June 12, 1897. No earthquake except that of 

Calabria in 1783 has been so fully or so ably studied, and 

the results, which are well illustrated, completely fill a 

bulky volume of the " Memoirs of the (xeological Survey 

of India." Unlike the last-described earthquake, almost 

the total damage was here the result of the initial shock. 

Everything was destroyed within the first fifteen seconds 

of the disturbance, and the heavy shocks had all passed 

before two and a half minutes had elaj)sed. In this brief 

interval an area of one and three quarter millions of square 

miles had been shaken, and one hundrtn^l and fifty thousand 

square miles had been laid in ruins. 

The phe- ^ member of the staff of the Geological Survey 

nomenaat of India, who was in the town of Shillong at the 

ShiUonff. jjj^j(3 Qf i]^Q earthquake, has stated that a rumbling 

sound, like near thunder, preceded the shocks by a second 
or two of time, and increased in intensity, so that the 
falling of heavy masonry buildings a few rods away was not 
distinguishable. Unable to keep his feet he sat down upon 
the ground, and not only felt but distinctly saw the ground 
thrown into violent waves, "as though composed of soft 
jelly." These waves appeared to advance along the ground, 
and induced in him a feeling of nausea akin to seasickness. 
When the shocks had passed, all masonry structures had 
been leveled with the ground, and over each hung a cloud 
of pink plaster particles and dust. Above the town in the 
park a horseman noticed that a peculiar rustling of the 
leaves upon the trees preceded the first shocks by a brief 
interval of time, as though resulting from an earlier 
tremor. 

By many the shocks were described as in places gyra- 
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tory or twisting in their nature, and many monu- 
ments which were built up of sections revealed 
an increasing amount of rotation for those higher 
blocks in the structure which had not been completely 
detached. 

Over large areas the surface of the ground was 
1 <r ^^^^ ^y numerous fissures, large or small, and some 

of these had great extent. It was noticed that these 
fissures followed in their direction the lines of the ranges 
of hills. Sometimes they gave the appearance of having 
opened and later closed under great pressure, as the 
ground was raided in a furrow. If sandy, the ground ap- 
peared as though a steam plow had passed over it, tear- 
ing up the surface and throwing . heavy clods in every 
direction. Posts were sunk deeper into the ground, and 
were surrounded by a cup-shaped depression, so formed 
as to give the impression that they had been twisted (see 
Charleston Earthquake, Fig. 29, and p. 86). In many in- 
stances houses were similarly projected into the sandy 
ground, so that only their roofs remained visible. 
Sand and ^^ addition to the numerous cracks, crater-like 

water pits were formed in the ground. These were usu- 

fonntains. ^^y about six feet across, though sometimes more, 
and through them jets of sand and water were thrown to 
a height of seven or eight feet and probably much higher 
(see Plate X). Mixed with the sand were fragments of 
peat, coal, resin, half-petrified pieces of timber, and a 
black earth unknown at the time within the district. The 
same materials also welled up through some of the fissures. 
The large amount of sand thus brought to the surface was 
spread around the orifices in flat domes, and where these 
were most numerous the entire face of the countrv was 
flooded, and after an interval blanketed with a layer of 
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quicksand in which cattle floundered and were held fast. 
The local streams were suddenly swollen and raised from 
two to ten feet, though they settled back to their former 
levels shortly aftenvards. The Brahmaputra advanced as 
a wall of water ten f(»et in height. 

In the Garo and Khasi hills the numerous land- 

TlMeffMt gjjpj, ^itliin the weathered sandstone rocks devi»l- 
apon rivtn. ,., ,- - , ,., r^,! 

oped widespread fans of sand at their bases. The 

rivers of this section arc ordinarily a series of deep pools 
separated by rocky rapids, which in flood time change 
to raging torrents. Following the rains after the earth- 
quake of J8J)7, the ])ools were found to be filled up with 
sand, the rapids obliterated, and the streams flowed over 
the sandy floor of a broad and shallow channel. In this 
hill country were found the most interesting of the geo- 
logical changes. Though only a single zigzagging journey 
was made through the country, three large eartliquake 
faults, hundreds of great fissures, and no less than thirty 
lakes were found to have resulted from the earthquake. 
One of these lakes was more than a mile and a half across. 
Thtffreat '^^^^ largest of the earthquake faults, known as 

Oli«dniiff the ('hedrang fault, adhered to the course of a 
Ciult meandering but otherwise straiglit river, and was 

thus followed for a distance of twelve miles. The vertical 
displacement or throw revealed by the walls of this fissure 
was in one place no less than thirty-three feet, but it 
chang(Ml most abruptly, as is indicated by the sketch map 
of Fig. t)(). Where the upthrown side cut the course of 
the river on the downstream side, the waters had been im- 
pounded into a lake, but otherwise a waterfall only re- 
sulted. Sometimes the fault was double, and examination 
of a ledge of rock two hundred feet distant from it showed 
that adjustments, amounting to several inches, had oc- 
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currcd upon many of the vertical joints by which it was 
intersected. The Saniin fault was also traced between two 
and three miles and found to have a maximum vertical 
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Fig. 60. — Map of the Chedrang and Samin faults produced at the time 
of the Assam earthquake of 1897 (after R. D. Oldham) . 



displacement of about ten feet. Throughout, the move- 
ments appear to have been upon essentially vertical planes. 
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At one place along the course of the Chedrang 

,fj fault a tilting of the ground in the direction of the 

linear course of the fault was noticed, and small lakes 

were produced as a. result. A roughly cubical block 

of granite forty feet long, thirty feet wide, and thirty feet 

high, which had lain across the course of the fault, had 




by the inovonient along it been completely overturned (see 
p. 84). Elsewhere in the vicinity large bowlders were 
seen to have boon lifted out of their hollows, projected 
for a considerable distance, and left in some instances with 
the dirty side uppermost {see Fig. 61). 

In the report upon the earthquake the name " fracture " 

is given to the numerous visible fissure planes on which no 

observable vertical displacement, or at most a very small 
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one, could be made out. Of these there were hundreds 

observed, of which the largest was described as the Bord- 

war fracture. This was followed for about seven 

nio Bordwar j^\\qq jn a straight line as a crack in the hard gneiss 

rock, and showed at places a few inches of displace- 
ment. Its course could, however, be easily followed by 
overturned trees, broken bamboos, landslips, or as a small 
ditch in the surface of the ground. 

Important changes of level of great blocks of 
country were clearly shown by the alterations in 
the aspect of the landscape. Ranges of hills, which 
before had not been visible from certain points, now 
came for the first time into view, while others had 
disappeared. In at least one instance some measurement of 
these changes was carried out. So soon as it was noted 
that they had taken place, lines of sight to definite points 
in the landscape were determined through the nailing of 
boards to stout posts. Later observations along the same 
lines gave some measure of the subsequent changes of the 
same character. Shortly before the earthquake, a pri- 
mary triangulation of the district had been carried out. A 
resurvey subsequent to the disturbance revealed changes 
of elevation of stations by as ;nuch as twelve feet, and of 
location by about the same figure. 

Though the most destructive shock arrived dur- 
ing the first few seconds of the disturbance, those 
which immediately followed were heavy enough to 
have caused great damage had not all structures been al- 
ready leveled. Shocks of lesser intensity were felt for 
more than a week, but these gradually faded away. At 
a point located near the Chedrang fault, it was noticed 
that the surface of a glass of water did not come to rest 
for more than a week after the disturbance. Observations 
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proved, however, that after shocks were less numerous in 
the vicinity of the faults than elsewhere within the affected 
region. When the shocks had become no longer percepti- 
ble as waves, they continued to be detected as low, rum- 
bling sounds. Of observations which extended over twenty- 
three hours, forty-eight disturbances were noted, only 
seven of which were accompanied by sensible shocks. This 
earthquake is, further, of especial interest as the first one 
to be registered at a number of distant seismological sta- 
tions, several of which were located in Europe. 
Sarthqiukt On August 31, 1896, a heavy earthquake visited 

ofnortiieni i\^q province of northern Honshu, Japan. Unlike 
(JaMn) most heavy earthquakes, this was preceded by weak 

in 1896. shocks which were felt six or eight hours before the 

main blow fell. It is this which in part accounts for the 
fact that the casualties did not exceed 1,000. Thirtv-throe 
hours before the big shock there was also a strong magnetic 
disturbance. Almost exactly coincident with the arrival of 
the hea\T shocks, two great clefts — the Kawafune and 
Renya clefts — opened on opposite sides of a mountain 
range which forms the backlK)ne of Japan in tliis province 
(see Fig. 02). The land blocks lying outside these clefts 
were dropped by some yards, and between the clefts the 
shocks are said to have been the most severe. Bevond 
where the fractures could be followed, an extension of the 
area of high intensity was noted, and a lane of ruined vil- 
lages continued the fault direction. Along the Kawafune 
cleft to the east of the Mahiru range of mountains, the land 
was separated so that one side was raised six feet with 
reference to the other. Where this fault crossed a fish 
pond all the fishes were sucked down with the water. Gen- 
erally the fault wall was steep, but in some places it ex- 
hibited the " mole-track " effect so often observed in con- 
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nection with Japanese earthquakes. Near the village of 
Kawafune the fault crossed and soon recrossed a crooked 
road and left the intervening block one yard higher, and 
about the same distance farther east, than the country 





Fig. 62. — Map of the faults formed during the great Japanese earth- 
quakes of 1894 and 1896 (after Yamasaki). 

opposite. A small house whicli before had stood exactly 
over the line of the cleft was stood upon its head, but 
without receiving special injury. The entire length of this 
cleft was 15 kilometers, or about 10 miles. 
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Along the Senya fault, which ran nearly parallel 

The 80117a ^Q ^Y^Q Kawafune fault and was upon the other side 
fault. ^ ,. ., ., . 1 1 . ii 

of the range, the throw took place in the opposite 

direction and by an amount varying from one to two yards. 
At Uzumaki, on the Tama Biver, there had before existed 
a roaring rapid. This rapid was obliterated by the dis- 
placement at the time of the earthquake through the drop- 
ping down of the upstream portion of the river. The fault 
maintains its course at the foot of the range and near the 
border of the surrounding alluvial plain, and it was here 
that the destruction was the greatest. At Sheroiwa a par- 
allel crack was formed to the two main ones. At one place 
the Senyt: fault disappeared suddenly from view and was 
not found for a distance of 12 kilometers (about 7^ miles), 
at the end of which interval it again suddenly appeared 
as a displacement a meter high, and in this form it con- 
tinued for another 10 kilometers (about 6.2 miles). Beyond 
this last point the crack could not be observed, but its 
continuation below the surface of the ground was followed 
without difficulty in the lanes of destruction through na- 
tive villages. The entire length of the Senya cleft was 60 
kilometers and its greatest vertical displacement about 10 
feet. Having in mind the gap of no less than 12 kilome- 
ters between the extreme portions of the cleft, it is easy to 
understand that this great fault is but the continuation of 
the Yadare-Sawa cleft which was formed during the earth- 
quake of October 23, 1894, some distance farther to the 
southwest, near Sakata (see Fig. 62). 

The usual derangements in the flow of ground water 
occurred in the province at the time of this earthquake. 
In the flood j)lains of the rivers small fissures appeared 
on wliieli craters were ranged, and important changes oc- 
curred in the volume of springs. Certain thermal springs 
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dried up completely, others diminished in volume, and 
some new ones came into existence with the earthquake. 

The island of Jamaica in the American Medi- 

ton earth- terranean has its record of earthquake disasters, 

[iiake of with the port of Kingston a focus of the recurrent 

shocks. The city of Kingston is shielded from the 

sea by a seven-mile sand spit, at the extremity of which is 

Port Royal, His Majesty's naval station (see Fig. 63, c). 

In the year 1692 Port Boyal, the then city, was destroyed, 

and in rebuilding the city it was moved across the harbor 

to its present site at Kingston. The old town site was at 

this time in large part submerged beneath the sea, due to 

a settlement of the ground, and it is worthy of note that 

a continuation of this settlement has lately occurred. 

The main shock of January 14, 1907, was preceded at 
about 3.30 o'clock in the afternoon by slight tremors, a 
very brief interval only in advance of the main shock. A 
resident of the city who was accustomed to earthquakes 
rushed out of doors when the first sound was heard, and on 
reaching the street was almost immediately thrown down. 
After regaining his feet and dragging an injured man a 
distance of about 100 feet, he experienced a second maxi- 
mum of rocking of the ground. The testimony seems to 
be in agreement that the heaviest shock was not more than 
ten seconds behind the first subterranean rumbling (proba- 
bly considerably less), and that a second and lighter shock 
followed the first after about twenty seconds, and that, fur- 
ther, all damage had been done before thirty-five second? 
had elapsed. Some eighty after shocks of this earthquake 
were recorded between June 14th and February 5th, 1907, 
and still others were felt, especially on February 23d and 
March 2 2d. 

Within the city of Kingston the east and west walls of 
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buildings were the ones most generally overthrown, show- 
ing that the shocks were here strongest from these direc- 

^ , tions. This accords well with the direction of 

Nature and 

diitribntion strong motion felt by individuals in the city. As 

of the regards the distribution upon the island of Jamaica, 

■hooks. ^j^g shocks seem to have been strikingly localized 

at Kingston and Port Royal on the southeast coast, and at 
Bluflf and Annota bays on the northeast coast, where the 
destruction was but little less than at Kingston. Upon 
the line joining Kingston and Bluflf Bay is Newcastle, and 
it was upon the mountain road joining these cities that the 
evidence of heavy shocks was greatest. The strong seis- 
motectonic line thus indicated as connecting Kingston, 
through Newcastle, with Bluflf Bay, when extended north- 
ward passes through Santiago de Cuba, which of the dis- 
tant points seems to have been the one specially singled 
out to feel the shocks. 

Another seismotectonic line, or rather narrow zone, was 
indicated to pass in a direction a little north of westward 
through Kingston and Port Eoyal and to intersect Mande- 
ville and Savanna la Mar. East of Port Royal, the cable to 
the city of Colon, upon the Isthmus of Panama, was frac- 
tured four miles out from Bull Bav, where it intersects 
another lineament of the island (see Fig. (>3). This cable 
sustained a second fracture at a point sixteen miles farther 
out, or twenty miles from its terminal at Bull Bay. 

A third seismotectonic line of the island of Jamaica 
passes from Bluflf and Annota bays in a direction west- 
southwestern through IVlandeville. The two seismotectonic 
lines first mentioned intersect at Kingston, and an exami- 
nation of the maps will show that the direction of heaviest 
shocks was parallel to the course of seismotectonic lines in 
the immediate vicinity. The localization of the heavv 
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II. View lookini; rant .iIoiik one of the great fissures at the base of the 
Palisadnos, which has mud cratcrleta aligned along it. 

Views at KiNaaroN, Jamaica, after the Karthquake of January 13, 
1907. (After photographs by Charlca W. Brown.) 
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damage at Kingston and at Bluff Bay, and the rotation of 
monuments may be thus explained. 




3. 63. — a, Sltctpli map ot Jamaica to indicat* the distribution of in- 
tercity r.f surface bIiocIis during the earlliiiiiakc of 1907 (data 
after liruwn). b. Sketch map of Jamaica setting Torth tiie habitual 
epicentort uf tlic ixland (<lata after Dc MootessUH). f, The harbor 
nf KingMlon, nliowing the zone ot submergence due to the recent 
disturbances (after Brown). 
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The best-known instance of vorticose motion resulting 
from the shocks is furnished by the fine statue of Queen 
Victoria in the city of Kingston, which was turned upon 
its pedestal an eighth of a revolution in a direction oppo- 
site to that of the hands upon a clock face (see Plate XII). 
How well the seismotectonic lines indicated by the recent 
disturbance were foreshadowed by the lines joining ha- 
bitual epicenters, as determined by De Montessus, will be 
apparent by examination of Fig. 63, 6. 

Stopfiiiilti ^^^^ visible faults due to the Kingston disturb- 

and ancc were mainly to be found within a zone which 

eratorletf. surrounds upon all sides tlie inner harbor of the 
port (see Fig. 63, c). Uppn the inner margin of the sand 
spit which incloses so large a portion of the harbor, a 
series of parallel faults was formed, with their throw pro- 
gressively downward in a direction toward the shore. 
These faults b.ave produced, therefore, a series of steep 
terraces — stoj) faults — upon which a total vertical displace- 
ment of no loss than twenty-four feet was measured (see 
Plate XllI, yl). AVhere one of these faults intersects a 
railroad in the Victoria battery, a sharp local kink has 
resulted, such as has been often described in connection 
with other great earthquakes (see Plate XIV, A), 

These faults are reported to have repeatedly opened 
and closed, accompanied by intermittent ejection of water, 
sand, and mud with such force that fountains of the ma- 
terial three or four feet in height resulted. These sand 
and water fountains left the fissures half filled with sand, 
which was also distributed outward from their lips, while 
the elevated bottom of the fissure exhibited an almost con- 
tinuous series of eraterlets (see Plate XI II, B). 

What formerly had been a small spring near the east end 
of the harbor was at the time of the earthquake increased 
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in volume until a stream eight feet in width and six inches 

in depth flowed away from it. 

The late importance of Port Royal as His Britan- 

Bsinand "^^ Majesty's chief naval station in the American 

•out the Mediterranean, is in part responsible for the excellent 

irbor of series of soundings of the sea bottom in and about 
ingrstoxi. 

the island. The few soundings which have been 

made within the inner harbor since the disaster show that 
very important submergencies have occurred, and appar- 
ently these are greatest within the marginal zone near the 
series of step faults already described. The increase in 
depth of the harbor since the earthquake is in one instance 
not less than twenty-seven feet. The maximum depression 
took place near the western end of the peninsula, where is 
located Port Royal (see Plate XIV, B), and where a hun- 
dred yards or more of the ground was submerged by an 
amount varying from eight to twenty-five feet. The roofs 
of casemates and the canopies of palms now show above 
the water's surface to outline the area of the latest submer- 
gence, which has occurred in succession to that of a still 
larger section of land, together with the former city, in 
1692. 
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CHAPTER X 

OBEAT EARTHQUAKES -WITHIN THE TERBITOBY OF THE 

UNITED STATES 



EarthqnakA 



in 1811. 



The earthquake shocks which in the winter of 
o7thelower 1811-12 produced the "sunk country" and the 
Miiiiiiippi " sand slew district '^ along the lower Mississippi 

River, were felt throughout the entire eastern por- 
tion of the United States and as far west as exploration 
had gone. In common with other earthquakes which have 
affected alluvial plains, this one was characterized by very 
extensive derangement of the ground water, and it was 
further especially worthy of note by reason of the sulphur- 
ous gases emitted and the long continuance of the after 
shocks. We are fortunate in the preservation of several 
excellent and apparently conservative accounts of it, and 
the region has been recently examined with special refer- 
ence to the geological changes which were wrought at the 
time of the earthquake. 

At Xew Madrid, near the center of the district, subter- 
ranean thunder appears to have been frequently heard for 
many years preceding the earthquake, but for the Itst 
twelve months it had not been heard. About two o'clock 
in the night of December 16, 1811, there came a severe 
earth shock accompanied by a noise which resembled loud 
and near thunder, although more hoarse and vibrating, 
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and this was followed in a few minutes by saturation of 
the atmosphere with sulphurous vapor. This vapor has 
been described in connection with subsequent shocks as of 
a purplish hue and resembling smoke and " Indian sum- 
mer." North of New Madrid the current of the Missis- 
sippi River was reversed in direction for a period measured 
in minutes. After light shocks had been almost continu- 
ous until sunrise, one more violent than the first occurred. 
Between December 16, 1811, and March 16, 1812, no less 
than 1,874 shocks were recorded, of which number eight 
were of the first order of intensity. 

The shock of January 23d, though as violent as 

"^h* k^"* ^^y which had preceded it, was surpassed by the so- 
called " hard shock " which came at about four 
o'clock in the afternoon of February 7th, and was accom- 
panied by a charge of sulphurous vjipor in the atmosphere 
and an unusual darkness which added greatly to the terror 
of the people. The Mississippi seemed to recede from its 
banks, and " its waters gathered up like mountains, leaving 
boats high up on the sands. The waters then moved in- 
ward with a front wall fifteen to twenty feet perpendicular, 
and tore the boats from their moorings and carried them 
up a' creek closely packed for a quarter of a mile. The 
river fell as rapidly as it had risen and receded within its 
banks with such violence that it took with it the grove of 
cottonwoods which hedged its borders. They were broken 
off with such regularity that in some instances persons 
who had not witnessed the fact could with difficulty be 
persuaded that it was not a work of art.'' 

During all the hard shocks the earth's surface 

The UjiIU ^^^g reported to have been raised into sreat undu- 

and fliiurei. ,_ ^^_ ^ -,., .-it-i /• 

lations, the crests of which soon parted. From fis- 
sures thus formed, some of them 600 to 700 feet long and 
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20 to 30 feet wide, water and sand spouted upward some- 
times to a height of 40 feet, and with the sand were 
abundant particles of coal. The surface of hundreds of 
acres was from time f o time covered over to various depths 
by sand which issued through the numerous fissures. In 
the neighborhood of the fissures there was heard a roaring 
and whistling, and from certain of them a black liquid^ 
doubtless thin mud, rose to the bellies of horses, which 
were standing motionless, struck with terror. 

Seven years after the earthquake the geographer Flint 
visited the region and found hundreds of the fissures still 
open. Sir Charles Lyell, who explored a portion of the 
district in 1846, states that the fissures which he saw were 
often parallel and directed from 10® to 45° to the west of 
north. Another observer who has examined a portion of 
the district has described a majority of the fissures 
which he saw as parallel and directed along the meridian. 
In the Big Bay district there have recently been found two 
parallel east-and-west faults, evidently formed during the 
earthquake of 1811, as well as others tending northeast 
and southwest. . It is a fact of some interest that these 
directions correspond to those of the faults and joints 
within the Ozark Mountains which rise to the west of the 
area. Upon the faults displacements of as much as four 
feet may be measured to-day. 
Emisiion of ^^^ walls of the earthquake fissures were in 
sulpliuroui many cases found coated with what appeared to be 
vapori. sulphur, and the water of the Mississippi, for a dis- 

tance of 150 miles, is said to have been so tainted with sul- 
phur as to be unfit to drink. The emission of sulphurous 
vapors has been often mentioned in connection with earth- 
quakes, and doubtless usually results from the liberation 
of sulphureted hydrogen formed as a product of putrefac- 
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tion within the loose upper soil, from which it is set free 
along the numerous fissures. The importance which such 
vapors acquire in connection with the New Madrid earth- 
quake appears to be much greater, and the abundance and 
agreement of the testimony concerning the atmosphere 
immediately after the hard shocks is convincing. 
-^ In the Gulf Plain sulphur is found associated 

ejected from with petroleum in the mounds of the neighboring 
fliiurei with oil field — mounds which it has been suggested may 
^***'* have come into existence at the time of this earth- 

quake. The " coal " which was ejected with the sand along 
the fissures has upon examination been found to be lignite, 
which, like the sand, has been derived from a basin-like 
layer far below the surface of the ground. Above this 
layer of sand and lignite there is found an impervious 
layer of clay which imprisons the water under pressure 
and yields artesian wells where it is punctured. Such wells 
with sufficient pressure to flow at the surface are common 
in the surrounding country, but the upward leakage along 
the faults of the earthquake district lowers the pressure to 
such an extent that no flowing wells are there found. To- 
day a large volume of this water comes to the surface in a 
series of springs aligned along the fissures. In both 
springs and wells the fine white sand from the deep layer 
is brought in quantity to the surface, and the metal strain- 
ers which are used to cover the bottoms of the well pipes 
are, through its cutting action, destroyed in a surprisingly 
short time. 

After the earthquake shocks large areas of the 

Sandoonei disturbed country were found covered with holes 

which, upon a smaller scale, resembled the craters 

of volcanoes and were surrounded by a ring of sand and 

carbonized wood sometimes as much as 7 feet in height. 
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A few montlis later these craters were sounded and found 
to exceeil 20 feet in depth. Coniposeil hirgely of white 
sand, no vegetation has taken root upon the slopes of these 
craters, which even to-day are marked off as barren mounds 
3 or 4 feet in height, with a diameter of from 20 to 100 
feet, and sometimes slightly hollowed at the center. I 

Notable changes in level of large tracts of coun-. 
level of ^^y ^'^^^ ^^^ result of the earthquake. Within the 

seetioni of region lying between the mouth of the Ohio at Cairo 
the plain. ^^^ ^^iq St. Francis River, a distance of some 300 
miles, new lakes and islands came into existence. Near 
Little Prairie a lake appeared many miles long and 3 to 4 
feet deep, which upon its disappearance later left behind a 
stratum of sand. On the other hand, a former lake known 
as T^ke Eulalie, 300 yards in length and 100 yards in 
width, was suddenly drained; and in 184G the parallel fis- 
sures upon its bottom, through which its water had escaped, 
were still to be seen. Other siniilarlv drained lakes re- 
vealed bottoms which, in alternating strips, had been iip- 
lifted and de])ressed. Upon the eastern bank of the Mis- 
sissij)i)i a lake 100 miles long, 6 miles wide, and from 10 
to 50 feet in depth was formed as a result of the earth- 
quake. Another lake, known as Keel foot Lake, came into 
existence in Obion Countv, Tennessee. This lake is 20 
miles long and 7 broad, and the fisherman's boat floats 
to-day over the submerged tops of cyj)ress trees. , 

In addition to sections of country which were depressed 
and submerged, an area to the east of the " sunk country " 
and of some 20 miles average diameter, was elevated into 
a low dome 20 or 25 feet above the average level of the 
alluvial plain of the Mississippi. The evidence of this 
may be seen to-day by the traveler along the lower Missis- 
sippi, since this dome is the unique elevation of the 
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flood plain of the river between the mouth of the Ohio 
and the Gulf. Its surface reveals the same meanders, 
bayou lakes, and other topographical peculiarities which be- 
long to the present flood plain of the river. Its sudden ele- 
vation athwart the course of the Mississippi during the 
earthquake may account for the reversal of the current 
which has been described by so many observers. 

The after shocks of the New Madrid earthquake 

were of very frequent occurrence thrcrughout many 

years, and may be said to have continued to the present 

day. A year scarcely passes without these subterranean 

rumblings, rattling of dishes in houses, suddenly increased 

flow of the springs and wells within the district, sinking of 

the ground with consequent changes in the areas of lakes, 

as well as the fonnation of small fissures in the surface of 

the ground. This quite remarkable continuance of the 

after shocks seems to' be explained by the settling of the 

ground in consequence of the removal of sand from below 

through the agency of springs and wells. 

e ens ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ most scientific, though brief, early ac- 

iley counts of a great earthquake is by the American 

rthquake jreolosj^ist Gilbert, and relates to a disturbance which 

1872 O D 7 

affected especially the Owens valley near the east- 
ern base of the Sierra Nevada Mountains, which form the 
western border of the Great Basin of the United States. 
nkin^of '^'^^^* Owens valley earthquake accompanied the 

e ^ound sinking of the ground in strips so as to produce 
stnpi. fault scarps, the principal one of which followed the 
base of the foot slope of the mountains, and had in places 
a height of about twenty feet. Where it was highest there 
was a parallel fault ten feet in height which faced in the 
opposite direction. In the vicinity were other similar faults 
running nearly parallel and faced in the same direction 
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(see p. 78 and Figs. 64 and 
69). The length of the main 
fault was about forty miles. 
Various tracts of land were £ 
flunk below their previous po- 
sitions, and several thousand 
acres was not only lowered 
bodily but shifted northward 
by about fifteen feet. Many 
springs disappeared through the 
new fissures opened. 

„ ^ „ The surface chanees 

Block Bdjoit. * 

BSBtoftlie ^^ '"^ crust were great- 
euth »t est at the junction of 

Lone Pine. different geological for- 
mations. In the vicinity of 
Lone Pine and elsewhere the 
newly formed fissures formed a 
network, within the meshes of 
which the sections of ground 
were cither raised or low- 
ered, so as to become quite 
impassable. At Big Pine was 
a series of extensive fissures 
traceable for several miles. 
Here aa area of ground 200 
to 300 feet wide was sunk in 
places to a depth of 20 feet or 
more, leaving vertical walls on 



Fia. 64. — Map of a portion of thp faulted dis- 
trict in the Owena valley, Calif omia. Eartli- — > 
quake of 1872 (from a map by W. D. John- 
soD, June, 1B07). 
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either side. This depression, becoming filled with water, 
made a pond a third of a mile in length. On the road from 
Bend City to Independence, a north-south fissure crossed 
the road, and the westerly portion was seen to be carried 
eighteen feet to tlie south. 

In Lone Lake a wave resulted from recession of the 
water from the banks, and is reported to have appeared as 
a perpendicular wall running lengthwise of the lake in a 
north and south direction. There was but a single violent 
shock, which was accompanied by loud rumbling, and all the 
above described changes were accomplished within a few sec- 
onds. After shocks and tremors continued for two months. 
It sometimes happens that a region of relatively 
high seismicity is for decades or even centuries not 
visited by shocks of really catastrophic violence. So 
much the more terrifying is the disillusionment from 
the supposed stability of the earth pedestal when a 
genuine catastrophe arrives. Before the eventful August 
31, 1886, few, if any, of the inhabitants of the quiet city of 
Charleston, S. C, had the slightest idea that they stood in 
danger from earthquakes, 
e phe- Preceded by two light shocks which were noted 

menain in the vicinity upon August 27th and 28th, the 
arleston. destructive disturbance of the Charleston earth- 
quake came at 9.50 p.m. on the evening of the 31st, when 
the greater number of the inhabitants of the city were re- 
tiring to their beds. With earthquakes of the first order 
of intensity the most dangerous of all places is beneath a 
heavy roof. The shocks of the Charleston earthquake, 
however, appear to have been, for the most part, less vio- 
lent, and the greatest danger arose from the hurling of 
the bricks of chimneys into the street. The number of 
chimneys thus thrown off above the roofs was counted and 
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found to ])e aboiit 14,000. Comparatively few roofs or 
walls were thrown down, and these were in 'more or less 
definite lanes within the city. The destructive shocks 
lasted little more than half a minute, and the period of 
greatest destruction was comprised in the first twenty sec- 
onds. The noise which accompanied the shocks was 
likened by some to the rumblings of a near train of cars 
in motion, by others to the clatter of omnibuses over a 
roughly })aved street, and by others to the escape of steam 
from a boiler. This was followed by a thumping and beat- 
ing of the earth beneath the houses. Hastily emerging 
from their homes into the street, the people saw the air 
fJUed with a fine white dust, the comiuinutcd mortar from 
the ruined masonr}', especially of the chinincys. 

Sand oraten ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ most interesting of Iho phenomena in 
and their connection with this earthquake loft its records in 
diitribntion. ^]^q large and numerous " eraterlets '* which were 
scattered over a large area of the Atlantic coastal ])lain. 
Of almost equal interest was the distribution of 11h» dam- 
age to the tracks of the three railroads which leave the 
city of Charleston along dilTcrent directions. Some of 
the craterlets, which were aligned along fissures, measured 
twenty feet in diameter; and the water, sand, etc., which 
gushed from them shot in some cases twenty feet into the 
air, as was conclusively proven by the mud which incased 
the limbs and foliage of the overhanging Irei^s. 
The damage Vpon the railway tracks, at widely varying dis- 

to railway tanees from each other, ])oints of exceptional 
traoki. wrenching and displacement were found. Not only 

were the fish-plates which connect the rails broken and 
the joints opened in some localities, but the rails them- 
selves were elsewhere found to have been thrown into 
sharp kinks, or buckled (see Fig. (io). The positions 

182 



PLATE XVII. 




A. Siiiikon strip of country crossed by a Hume which 
change in level. 




Hetrcutiiig faults. The f;iul1 on which the man is standing disap- 
pears as it approaches the left forejiround. A parallel fault begins 
to the right in the middle distance and increases its displacement 
an it approaches the right foreground. 

EW9 lLH'STn.*TI.VU EUJUK GeOLOOICAL ChANQES DURINd THE KaIITH- 

QUAKE i.v THE (JB'EXS Vallry, Caufor.via, ON March 26. 1872. 
(After photographs by W. D. Johnson.) 
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where special wrondiing or kinkinfr of the tracks oc- 
ciirn'il torrospond (|iiitc exactly to tlie intersection with 
tlic tracks of lines of fissures marked out by rows of 




implc of the kinks in the railway tn 

pruUuiiil Uiiring the earthi[iiaki: of 1866. 

craterlets. We have licre, therefore, the evidence that the 
ground has been laterally shifted in large blocks, and in 
tfome instances in a vertical direction as well (see p. 31), 

While the considerable damage at the time of the earth- 
quake was very largely restricted to an area of some 600 
square niilcs lying to the west and northwest of Charleston, 
the shocks were felt at many distant points throughout 
the greater ])ortion of the eastern United States. They 
were, however, espeeially distinct in places which are 
ranged upon a nearly straight line connecting the national 
capilal with the city of Boslon— a line generally recognized 
to mark the course of a plane of fracture in the earth's 
crust. Smaller adjustments appear to have taken place 
Ihrougliout the larger field of the light disturbance. 
rhe Sonora '^" ^^^ greater number of persons earthquakes 

tftTtbqtuilM fake rank according to their destruction of human 
gflSST. [jfg ^j^^ property. The scientific study of earth- 

quakes necessitates, however, the use of a wholly different 
standanl of measurement. The so-called Sonora earth- 
quake, which occurred upon May 3, 1887, measured in 
terms of the area affected by it and by the magnitude of 
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the geological changes which accompanied it, must take 
rank among the really great earthquakes of the world, even 
though scarcely chronicled at the time in the world's cen- 
ters of culture. This is accounted for by the fact that the re- 
gion affected was a great expanse of desert, sparsely peopled 
by Indians and having only a few scattered ranches and 
mining camps. More than one-lialf of Mexico and two- 
thirds of New Mexico and Arizona felt the shocks. 

fi«yation ^^® ^^^® ^^ ^^® greatest destruction from the So- 

ofih9 nora earthquake appears to have been in the prov- 

BierraTerai. [j^qq ^f Sonora upon the northern border of Old 

Mexico. Here a range of mountains, the Sierra Teras, 
was uplifted between faults which opened upon either side. 
The largest amount of vertical displacement upon either 
of these faults was about twenty feet, and it varied from 
this amount to zero. Though located for the most part at 
the base of the range, these faults occasionally cut across 
rocky spurs and canons. Millions of cubic feet of rock 
were thrown down from the slopes into the canons and 
water courses, and cliffs of compact rock were shattered 
and split as though by a charge of giant powder. Though 
the mountains were, as a whole, uplifted, with respect to 
the land upon either side, this was not the case throughout, 
as, for example, for some distances along the western fault 
the displacement had occurred in the opposite direction. 
In following the crack the displacement seemed at times 
to have wholly disappeared, but would again become ap- 
parent and allow of further tracing. 

^ „ Hundreds of smaller fissures opened in the coun- 

Smaner 

adjuitmenta ^U surrounding the range. On these fissures, 

in the nei^h- which sometimes divided the ground into strips, the 

borhood. ^^^^ ^^.^^ bodily uplifted from one to two !ect (see 

Fig. 66). As described by many observers, the cracks in 
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6 — Smal earthquake faults n the Aniona desert after Bmuiei) 



the Sulphur Spr ng valley discharged large quant t es of 
water fthen they first opened The wells also n the v e n 
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The first effect of the shocks upon the underground 
water wds a welling out in large quantities from cracks 
and craters in the surface. This ceased, however, so soon 
as the quaking was over ; and the principal swelling of the 
rivers, though it antedated the arrival of the rains, suc- 
ceeded to a period of drying up of springs which followed 
immediately after the initial shocks of the earthquake. 
The settlement of the surrounding valleys when the Teras 
range was uplifted, probably first squeezed out the water 
at that time within the joints of the underlying rock and 
overlying material, which latter is usually to be obtained 
at ordinary times by digging a few feet below the surface. 
The later effects, which began and ended gradually, must 
be ascribed to later and smaller adjustments of the blocks 
of crust, the most marked manifestations of which wei-e 
the frequent light after shocks and the much more numer- 
ous subterranean rumblings, which seemed to come par- 
ticularly from the neighboring range of mountains. 

The Sonora earthquake appears to have been 

The forest connected with the startin^r of numerous forest 

nrei. " 

fires, due probably, in some cases, to sparks emit- 
ted from flinty rock in connection with the great land- 
slides. In other instances tliev may have been started by 
the friction of fault walls upon each other. Cinders and 
burned branches of trees were found overhanging the faults 
in some cases. 
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CHAPTER XI 



. GREAT EARTHQUAKES WITHIN THE TERRITORY OP 

UNITED STATES (Concluded) 

There seems to be a rather general impression that thi^ 
years 1906-7 have brought more than their share of heavy 
earthquakes ; and a certain recurrence of periods of greater 
earthquake intensity does seem to be indicated by the 
records, especially in Japan. Still, the prominence which 
the earthquakes in 1906 and 1907 have taken in the public 
eye, is largely to be accounted for by the fact that they have 
occurred so often upon the land areas, and especially in 
thickly settled communities in close touch with the world's 
pulse. Much larger disturbances upon the floor of the 
ocean, or heavy earthquakes in South America, or in the 
South Seas, would have passed without notice. 

How many persons are aware that in the month 
ofYakutat ^^ September, 1899, an earthquake of the first 
Ba7,Alaflka, order of intensity profoundly modified the face 
in 1899. qI ^Y\e country over a large but as yet undetermined 

area in southern Alaska? A fanciful account of this 
-earthquake did, it is true, appear in a San Francisco 
newspaper, not a fortnight after the first shocks were 
felt; but this is of interest as a note rescued from obliv- 
ion, and not because it led to a dissemination of scien* 
tific accounts of the disturbance. That some remark- 
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able changes had taken place in southern Alaska was 
known when in 1900, and in succeeding seasons, the 
tourist steamers to Alaska found the entrance to Glacier 
Bay choked by bergs from the fractured glaciers. It was 
not, however, until 1905, when two geologists visited 
Yakutat Bay, that any adequate conception of what had 
occurred was obtained, and the published report of these 
gentlemen reached the scientific world nearly seven years 
after the earthquake. 

Despite the long delay in securing the facts about the 
Yakutat Bay earthquake of 1899, it may be doubted if any 
earthquake which has been studied has so clearly revealed 
its nature and cause. In large measure this is to be ex- 
plained by the fact that the district studied is intersected 
by a series of deep fjords which allow all changes in level 
of the land areas to be directly measured from a constant 
datum plane — the level of the sea (Fig. 67). 

The region about Yakutat Bay, where the studies 
^** ^j^** 0^ ^his earthquake were made, showed upon exami- 
nation that great sections of the country had be- 
haved like individuals, and had been some elevated and 
some depressed, as though they were great blocks which 
had slipped upward or downward past their neighbors. 
How much each raised block had been elevated, it was in 
many cases possible to determine by measurement of the al- 
titude above sea of the now abandoned shore lines. These 
elevated shore lines gave the appearance that the sea had 
been lowered (see Plate XVIII, 4) by amounts different 
at different places, but upon the average between 5 and 12 
feet, and in extreme cases 30 and even 47 feet. Barnacles 
were found still attached to the rocks of the cliffs above the 
now abandoned beaches, and these served as a guide in dis- 
tinguishing the later from still earlier uplifts of the coast. 
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The shores of the fjords and the inlets of the 
lu and Yakutat Bay district are intersected by a network 

ire». . 

of fissures on which, prior to the disturbance of 
1899, large and small displacements are known to have 
taken place. To judge from the positions of the beaches, 
the fissures whiqlx were the scat of the larger movements 
during the late earthquake are concealed beneath the 
fjords and the inlets themselves, since the sections of land 
which they outline were moved as individual blocks. 
Smaller adjustments of portions of these larger blocks upon 
each other are recorded in newly formed surface faults, 
between which the land was moved in strips either upward 
or downward (see Plate XIX, .4 and B), 

The subdivisions of the larger crust blocks into smaller 
units which, in their turn, have undergone adjustments of 
level, is almost as clearly indicated by the sudden varia- 
tions in the displacements which have occurred upon the 
main fissures. As will be seen from Fig. G8, the relative 
movement upward or downward seems to have been local- 
ized within sections of subequal length, and these divisions 
are separated at the intersections of valleys by which the 
mountain mass is divided. These valleys would thus ap- 
pear to follow the linos of ancient fissures, w^hich mark out 
the boundaries of blocks moved individually at the time 
of the earthquake. A somewhat similar condition was ob- 
served along the course of the great Chedrang fault which 
originated during the Indian earthquake of 1897 (see Fig. 
(JO, p. 163). 

The areas about Yakutat Bay which were depressed at 
the time of the earthquake are many of them now sub- 
merged, and hence are not so accessible for purposes of 
measurement. Where the depression has been insufficient 
to carry them below sea level we are without the necessary 
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data to fix their former elevation, but the facts are in some 
cases beyond question. Wherever the shore has by the 
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Fio. G8. — Sketch map setting forth the variations in the displacemeoits 
along a main fault on tlic east side of Yakutat Bay (after Tmrr 
and Martin). The minus sign indicates depression which ooourrad 
at the time of the earthquake, the plus sign elevation, and a 
sign a stationary condition. 



movement been brought a short distance only below 
level, the sea has invaded the forest, the trees of which were 
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found dying as the result of the salt water in which their 

roots were bathed. In such areas, also, the rank beach 

grass was gaining a foothold back in the forested areas. 

No soundings have been made which would indi- 

Kew islandi ^^^^ Yiqw great have been the changes in level upon 

the sea bottom, but the appearance of a number of 
new reefs and islands clearly reveals the fact that move- 
ments have there occurred. One of the newly formed 
islands is 450 feet long and about 75 feet broad, and 
apparently rises from deep water. Elsewhere elongated 
reefs which before the earthquake were visible at low tide 
only, now project above water at high tide. TKese reefs 
and islands are generally several times as long as they are 
wide, and extend parallel to the mountain range and to the 
fault along its front. 

The elevation of the reefs into low islands suggests 
earlier ^^^^^ ^^® latest movement represents but a single 

earthqnakei stage in a progressive series of upward, jolting dis- 
^A\^ placements, each of which was accompanied by its 

resulting earthquake. Such a condition seems to be 
generally characteristic of successive movements in connec- 
tion with earthquakes in other districts, and it is supported 
by evidence from the region under discussion. Upon the 
shore of Russell Fjord are found three beaches ranged one 
above the other like successive steps (Fig. 69). The low- 
est of these is the beach which has formed since the earth- 
quake of 1899. The middle beach of the series, which is 
here nine feet higher, is the one which was abandoned dur- 
ing the sudden uplift of 1899, while the uppermost is four 
feet higher still and dates from an earlier uplift of un- 
known date. Inasmuch, however, as this uppermost beach 
is covered by a dense thicket of alders, it must have been 
above the reach of the waves for at least twenty-five years. 
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Still other and higher abandoned shore lines are found 
elsewhere in the district, which from the evidence of trees 
growing upon them must have been given their first ele- 
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waves. 
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Fig. 69. — Profile of the shore of RuflseU Fjord opposite Marble Point. 
Three beaches in KiicceH.sion preserve the record of two uplifts of 
the country which uniuunt to four and nine feet respectively (after 
Tarr and Martin). 

vat ion fully povonty-five years ago. The records of still 

oarliiT uplifts of tlio coast have here been obliterated 

tliron«i:h the action of the glaciers. 

Deitrnotion When sudden movements of the crust affect a 

by sea portion of the sea floor, they seem generally to be 

accompanied by disturbances of the sea which have 
been erroneouslv called " tidal waves." The sea usuallv 
withdraws from the land and later returns in a great wave 
which carries destruction before it and washes objects from 
the shore far back upon the land. During the earthquake 
around Yakutat Bay a party of prospectors were in camp 
upon the shore of Russell Fjord, and were, together with 
their entire equipment, washed by the sea wave which fol- 
lowed far back upon the shore. A forest forty feet above 
the level of the bay was by this sea wave leveled as far 
back as the steep mountain front, so that the twisted and 
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fallen trunks made a scene of utter confusion (see Plate 
XVIII, B). 
ifornia '^^^ California earthquake of April 18, 1906, is 

•thqnake likely to be memorable, because the value of the 
L906. property destroyed reached astounding proportions, 

and because it appears to have first aroused the American 
nation to the danger from earthquakes. The loss of life, 
mainly in the city of San Francisco, was but a tithe of 
what it would have been had the shocks come at a later 
hour when men were at their places of business and the 
children crowded in the poorly constructed school build- 
ings of the city. As it was, the greatest loss was due to 
the fire started by the earthquake, which was soon without 
control because the water mains had been snapped by the 
earth movement. 

As has so frcciuently been true, the heavy shocks came 
without warning, and in this instance at 5.12 o'clock on the 
morning of April 18th. They continued about a minute 
and graded into lighter disturbances which were felt until 
evening, and, in fact, for many days thereafter, though 
they gradually faded away in intensity. 

_, . , The State of California is crossed by a long 
e prinoipal 
rthquake ^^^ nearly straight furrow, which cuts diagonally 

t of Call- athwart the coast ranges and is directed about 
'^^' N. 35° W. (Fig. 70). This great rift in the sur- 

face has been traced for about 400 miles, from Punta 
Arenas on the north to the vicinity of Mount Pinos in 
Ventura County upon the south. This strong lineament 
in the surface is explained by an " earthquake crack " — 
a zone of displacement in the crust — and its course is 
marked out by long and narrow " sags " in the surface of 
the ground, or by elongated lakes which sometimes have 
no outlet and contain saline waters. Above such lakes the 
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elopos rise in precipitous walls or scarps, BOmetimes on one 
and at other times on both sides. Either the same or a 




noar-lviiifc crjK'k crosses tlit' Jloliiivo Desert as a sharp 
rid^c not unlike a giganlic iiplurned furrow. 

Movements which have occurred ii]ion this great earth- 
quake crack extend bnek to the Glacial Period, and all of 
the numerous movements have doubtless been accompanied 
by enrtbr|uakes, the intensities of which were in each case 
proportional to llic amounts of the slips. 
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B. Mole-hill effect produced above a fault north of Bolinaa. 

Ews Illustratinq some (jeolooical Chanoes dvbisg the Eauth- 
QUAKE IS CAUrOBNtA OS ApRiL 18, 1906. {.After photographs by 
Fairbanks.) 
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^^ ^j Examination of the great rift shows that move- 

)vemeiit ment occurred upon it during the earthquake for 
1906. fi^Q distance of 185 miles which it has been followed 

since the disturbance (Plate VII). This movement took 
place upon essentially vertical planes, and was in part a 
lateral shift along the fissure, and in part an uplift of the 
land upon the one side with reference to that upon the 
other. The area southwest of the fault was generally 
shifted northwestward by amounts ranging from a few feet 
to as much as twenty feet. At Tomales Bay, north from 
San Francisco, the displacement is, however, in the reverse 
direction and measures about twenty feet. The vertical 
movements at the surface appear in no case to have ex- 
ceeded four feet, and the uplifted side was generally the 
southwestern. This is, however, not universal, for in some 
places the uplift was upon the eastern side of the fault by 
as much as two feet. 

Xo large city is located upon the course of the rift, but 
the changes in tlie earth's surface indicate that the shocks 
were greatest in its immediate vicinity, and graded away 
somewhat rapidly in directions perpendicular to it. 

The line of greatest destruction from the earthquake fol- 
lowed a remarkably straight lineament which varied but a 
few degrees, from the direction of the rift line, though it 
was located some distance farther to the northeast. Its 
course was marked out by the straight eastern shore of 
the Bay of San Francisco and the valleys which extend 
it to the northwest and southeast. The towns which, rela- 
tive to their extent and population, received the greatest 
damage from the shock, were Santa Rosa, Healdsburg, 
Agnews, and San Jos6. Oakland, Cloverdale, and Ukiah 
were also much damaged, and far to the north Petrolia 
and Ferndale suffered heavily. Geological changes in the 
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surface of the ground, at those places where the absence 
of towns had left no record in damaged property, were es- 



pet'ially marked on llio I'linta DHgada, where a newly 
made fault at the surface of tlie ground was discovered; 
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on the north side of Suisun Bay, some thirty miles north- 
east of San Francisco, where the tracks of the Southern 
Pacific railway subsided several feet; at Alviso at the 
south end of the Bay of San Francisco, where a similar 
subsidence was reported; and along the Salinas and Pa- 
jaro River valleys, which open from the Bay of Monterey. 
The sketch map of Fig. 71 indicates the position of these 
lineaments, the most noteworthy of which is that which 
aligns the towns of San Jos6, Agnews, and Alviso ; follows 
the straight eastern shore of the Bay of San Francisco past 
Oakland and the lower part of Berkeley; and is extended 
up the Santa Rosa valley, past Santa Rosa to Healdsburg, 
Cloverdale, and Ukiah. Still farther, a nearly parallel 
lineament is extended to the fault at the Punta Delgada 
and the damaged town of Petrolia. Along all these lines 
damage was greatest over loose foundations, which trans- 
form earthquake waves into others of greater destructive- 
ness (greater amplitude). 

he damage ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Francisco is situated over none 

) San of the lines of danger which have been specially 

ranoisco. mentioned above. It is known, however, to be 
crossed by a fault line which runs in a northwest-southeast 
direction from the Golden Gate to a point upon its south- 
east shore. It was either over or near to this line that the 
Valencia Hotel collapsed and that the fissures appeared in 
the ground at the corner of Valencia and Eighteenth 
streets. The main destruction to the city from the earth- 
quake was in a lane roughly along the direction of Market 
Street, which extends northeast and southwest. The ex- 
tension of this line corresponds roughly to the straight 
northwestern coast of Suisun Bay, where the railway 
tracks sank in the marsh at the time of the earthquake. 
It was in a zone about this line as an axis that the de- 
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struction from the Vacaville earthquake of April 19, 1892, 
was localized. 

In addition to the fissures which opened in the streets 
of San Francisco, trough-like depressions of the ground 
indicate that small movements in the nature of adjust- 
ments occurred upon many planes besides the large ones 
to which attention has already been called. Professor 
Branner counted in the distance of one mile no less than 
345 fissures of considerable size running in many direc- 
tions. Along the faults which bound the trough-like de- 
pression within the city of San Francisco, a lateral dis- 
placement of ten feet was measured (see Plate VI, B). 
Buildings which had been well constructed appear in some 
cases to have remained almost stationary while the ground 
slid along beneath them, carrying with it the foundations. 
One instance of this kind in which the house was practically 
uninjured showed the underpinning projecting four feet 
beyond the house walls (see Plate VII, A), It is a well- 
known fact that the district of California within which the 
earthquake was mainly felt is intersected by long northwest 
and southeast faults, which in turn are traversed by many 
minor dislocations such as would be necessary to account 
for the local effects in San Francisco (see Plates V, A, VI, 
VII, and XX). 
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CHAPTER XII 

EARTHQUAKE DANGER SPOTS WITHIN THE UNITED STATES 

Prinoipal Tre better defined earthquake provinces of the 

leiimio United States have been mapped by the eminent 

•'•••• French seismologist, De Montessus de Ballore, upon 

the baisis of records from past disturbances; for it is a 
well-recognized fact that where earthquakes have been 
they will be again. It is, however, by no means necessary 
to seismicity within a province that earthquakes of catas- 
trophic violence should have been recorded from it. Seis- 
micity takes account of the light as well as the heavy 
shocks of earthquakes, and thus involves the frequency as 
well as the intensity of the disturbances. 

From the New England region no earthquake of de- 
structive violence has been recorded, but it is none the less 
a province of rather high seismicity and one which is likely 
at any time to be visited by a genuine disaster from this 
cause. The same statements apply with almost equal force 
for the entire Atlantic seaboard from Nova Scotia to 
Georgia. Other districts of the national domain which are 
especially likely to be disturbed by earthquakes are the 
central Mississippi valley, the valley of the St. Lawrence, 
and large areas not as yet well determined in the Great 
Basin and Pacific coast regions of the Western States. 
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Over the border in Old Mexico is a large region which has 
been frequently tormented by heavy earthquakes. 

It must not be supposed that within each of the prov- 
inces especially mentioned above as subject to earthquakes 
the danger from this cause is equally great throughout. 
From the preceding chapters we have learned that de- 
structive earthquakes result either from movements on 
new fracture planes, or from adjustments which take place 
among blocks of the earth's crust, and are directly due to 
the shocks set up in the marginal portions of these blocks 
during their slips along the steep fracture planes which 
separate them. The same fracture planes are thus the 
seats of successive movements, each of which is the cause 
of a separate shock of earthquake. 

Certain of the faults which exist within each earthquake 
province have been brought to light by the geological study 
of the district. Others are indicated by the notably rec- 
tilinear features in the relief — the lineaments; but by far 
the most reliable method of discovering them is, as we have 
seen, to note the distribution of damage from earthquakes 
which have visited the province in the past. Structures 
which have been shaken by the lighter quakes would 
probably have been thrown down by heavier ones, and it 
has been found that the studies of the lighter shocks are, 
on the whole, the more valuable for accurately locating 
the faults. 
, For the Atlantic coast region it has been re- 

ine •* of the marked that a number of earthquakes have each 
Ltlantio shown a noteworthy tendency to search out the line 

eaboard. ^£ cities which are ranged upon a great circle of 
the earth and extend from the national capital to the city 
of Boston (see Fig. 72). Upon this fracture line, gener- 
ally known as the "fall line" from the fact that rapids 
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The central 
New Eng- 
land coaet 
line. 



mark its intersection with the rivers flowing toward the 
sea, are aligned Boston, New Haven, New York, Trenton, 
Philadelphia, Wilmington, Bal- 
timore, and Washington, besides 
a large number of smaller places. 
The earthquakes of May 18, 
1729, August 10, 1884, and 
August 31, 1886, were all felt 
with special force along this lino. 
It is not a pleasant thought, but 
perhaps so much the more a 
profitable one, to consider what 
would be the effect of a really 
catastrophic earthquake which 
was due to considerable adjust- 
ments of the earth blocks which 
meet on the fall line. 

For the New England 

province, some of the 

lines on which there is 



greatest liability to niovc- 




Washii^f^on 






Macon i 



ment have been indicated in 
Fig. 30 (p. 87) as well as upon 
Fig. 4-1 (p. 114). Much the 
most important of these lines 
follows the straight and central 
New England coast line with its 
extensions, so as to include Point 
Judith, Greenwich, Boston, Xew- 
buryport, Portsmouth, and Port- 
land. The fall line already re- 
ferred to corresponds in position to the southwestern 
Connecticut coast line, and is extended across southern 
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Xew England so as to intersect the lower Connecticut 
River at East Haddara. The straight course of the Hud- 
son River, extended in Lake Champlain, and the straight 
Connecticut River above Hartford, are likewise lines of 
special danger from earthquake. The St. Lawrence valley 
is no less clearly marked out as a danger zone through the 
records of past earthquakes. An earthquake of catastrophic 
violence visited the entire explored territory of New- France 
on February 5, 1663 (see Appendix F). 

Within the specially marked earthquake provinces 
Sarthquake ^f ^^le United States, it has been seen that danger 

irominenca 

tf East from earthquakes is greatest along the course of cer- 

laddam and tain lines of fracture within the crust — the bound- 
ffewbury- SLxies of earth blocks. Further, danger is not the 
same at all the points along these lines, being 
greatest where they are intersected by similar lines of 
fracture — it is greatest at the corners of the blocks. Thus 
we may explain the earthquake prominence of certain vil- 
lages, such, for example, as East Haddam, Conn., and 
Newburyport, Mass. The first mentioned locality is, as 
already stated, located where the fall line intersects the 
gorge of the lower Connecticut River, itself a strongly 
marked lineament. Ever since its settlement this town has 
been subject to frequent light earthquakes, which have, for 
the most part, not been felt elsewhere in the neighborhood. 
Even when shocks have not been felt, subterranean rum- 
blings have l)ecn frequent. That the instability of East 
Haddam dates from a much earlier period is clearly shown 
by the name Morehemoodus applied to the former Indian 
village upon its site, since this term is translated the Place 
of Noises. 

The earlv colonial and later records of Massachusetts 
may be cited to show that the earthquake history of New- 
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bur3rport differs only in degree from that of East Haddam. 
Sensible earthquakes, including some of considerable vio- 
lence, have been often reported from this place. 

One of the greatest earthquakes which has ever 
■poto of the ^^^ reported from the territory of the United States 
lower has become known as the New Madrid earthquake, 

l^ieeippi j^nj occurred in 1811 (see p. 174). The area chiefly 

affected by the shocks lies in the alluvial plain of 
the Mississippi River. With hardly an important inter- 
ruption, light shocks have been felt at frequent intervals 
even to the present day, which unique phenomenon, as we 
have already seen, seems to call for a special explanation. 
The zone of greatest interest and importance is that which 
follows the course of the river itself between the cities of 
Cairo and ^Icmphis. 

The Great Basin region of the United States and 
tionof ' ^^'^' Pacific coast have alike been visited by many 
dangreron earthciuakes, among them a considerable number of 
the Pacific great violence. Within tlie first-mentioned region the 

shocks have been localized upon the borders of the 
basin, and, so far as recorded, eitlier at the western base 
of the Wasatch range of mountains in Utah, at the eastern 
base of the Sierra Nevadas, in California and Nevada, or 
in Arizona and New Mexico toward the international 
boundary. These margins of the Great Basin have long 
been recognized as zones of faulting, and it is found that 
the latest movements upon them are so recent that living 
trees have been disturbed and vegetation has not started 
upon the exposed fracture surfaces. Because of the sparse 
population of the district and the meager records which 
have been preserved, these slips upon the fault planes have 
not been individually connected with particular earth- 
quakes, but their relationship is undoubted. 
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To the westward of the Sierras the danger points from 
earthquakes acquire a larger human interest because of the 
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greater adaptability of the country to human habitation and 
its larger occupation. The disaster of April 18, 1906, the 
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damage from which affected particularly the city of San 
Francisco, is too fresh in mind to make it necessary to lay 
special stress upon the dangers from earthquakes about 
the Bay of San Francisco. The danger in that district, ie, 
however, by no means restricted to the shores of the har- 
bor ; and, in fact, the disturbance of April 18th was great- 
est along two lines which pass some distance to the east- 
ward and westward of the city of San Francisco. These 
lines of more intense shocks are indicated upon the sketch 
map of Fig. 71 (p. 198). 

Other lines of weakness are many, and for the San 
Francisco peninsula the more important ones are shown 
by the series of faults mapped in Fig. 73. 

The materials for the construction of a rough earth- 
quake map of the Pacific slope are now largely at hand in 
the form of a fairly complete record of the later earth- 
quakes within the district, supplemented as these are by 
studies of its structural geology (sec Fig. 40, p. 107). 

Where an earthquake has caused such destruction within 
a populous community as was the case in the recent dis- 
aster at San Francisco, it is possible to determine with 
considerable accuracy the lines of special danger from 
shocks. Professor Milne has called attention to the way 
in which the sensations of different persons all within the 
same small area illustrate this. One observer describes 
the shock as sharp and coming from the north, while his 
neighbor states that it was gentle and came from the east 
or west. In another part of the same city several observers 
report that neither they nor their families felt any shock 
whatever. A shock sufficiently strong to cause the mem- 
bers of a club in Tokyo to take refuge in the street was 
not felt in houses three quarters of a mile distant. A 
gentleman in Tokyo, by making inquiries concerning 
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another of the local earthquakes, found that it had been 
felt only along a certain line passing through the city. 
The first shocks of the great Calabrian earthquake of 1783 
threw down all the houses along a single street of the city 
of Monteleone. On August 8, 1905, this city was again 
visited by a destructive earthquake, and the structures 
along the same street were again leveled with the ground, 
so as to produce a lane of destruction as clearly marked out 
as the track of a tornado. Before rebuilding a city which 
has been partially destroyed by earthquake, a map should 
be prepared to set forth the lines of greatest damage from 
the shocks. Over these lines of special danger buildings 
should on no account be erected, but in their place broad 
streets and public parks should be laid out. To proceed in 
any other manner is to court destruction. 
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CHAPTER XIII 



LOCAL UXFELT EARTH TREMORS 



^ , That there are progressive vertical movements 
jnitmento ^f sections of the earth's crust so slow as to be im- 
the crust perceptible except when measured over long periods 
rsdysisms). ^£ time, and that these movements occasion the 
most important of the changes in level at the surface, is 
the fundamental conception upon which modern geology 
is founded. To one familiar with the facts no argument 
is needed to show that such movements take place. Some 
coasts of the sea, as, for example, those of Maine and Scan- 
dinavia, show in their deep embayments (fjords), that the 
sea has flowed up the rivers as the land has sunk, and 
has thus drowned the outlets. On the other hand, the rela- 
tively even shore line and the level surface of other coasts, 
as, for example, the peninsula of Florida, show no less 
clearly that the sea bottom has there been laid bare through 
a retirement of the water from the land. The onlv conclu- 
sion warranted by either of the above-described conditions 
is, that change of level of the land relative to the sea has 
occurred, and that this change has extended over long 
periods of time. 

At greater distances from the ocean a like conclusion 
regarding adjustment of level within neighboring sections 
of the earth's surface is arrived at in a different way. In 
a nuD^er of different countries it has been remarked that 
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certain houses, churches, or even villages, which had before- 
time been hidden from definite points of observation, have 
after the lapse of years come into view. Other places, 
before visible, have disappeared below the horizon in the 
course of but a few decades. Instances of this kind have 
been furnished by the Jura province on the border of 
Switzerland, by Italy, and by Spain; — but all, it should be 
noted, countries of noteworthy seismicity. Such changes 
show quite as conclusively that an adjustment of the crust 
has taken place, as do the elevations or subsidences of land 
recorded at the borders of the sea. The name hradysisms 
has been applied to all such adjustments recorded in the slow 
changes of level of definite portions of the earth's surface. 
In several countries mysterious rumblings have 

Myitorions Y^Q^n heard at intervals, but generally at night, 

Bomicli iiOb 

aooompanied when other sounds are hushed. In the past, such 

by sensible rumblings have been supposed to be due either to the 

quakes distant roar of the surf upon the seashore, to loud 

(brontidi). ^ 

reports from the firing of heavy artillery, to the 

heraldings of approaching thunder storms, to blasting in 
mines, or to some other similar cause. Among the peas- 
antry these popular explanations are reflected in the names 
by which the sounds have come to be known. Thus, in 
India they have been designated Barisal * guns, in Mexico 
hramidos (bellowings), in Holland Misipoeffers (fog dis- 
sipators), and in Italy halza (clifT, referring to landslips), 
marina (seashore), or Romho (humming sound). Because 
of its peculiar sounds the Indian village which once occu- 
pied the site of East Iladdam, Conn., was called More- 
hemoodus, or the Phicc of Xoises.^ In England such 



^ Barisal is the name of a town at the mouth of the Ganges. 
2 See p. 205. • ^ 
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rumblings have been often heard in Lancashire along the 
course of the great Craven faults. 

One of the earliest reports upon such phenomena was 
made in 1845 by von Humboldt, who in his " Cosmos " 
tells us of the Bramidos hoard at Guanaxuato in Old Mex- 
ico on January 9, 1784, and for more than a month there- 
after. The effect was of heavy thunder storms which, 
instead of being above in the atmosphere, were under the 
foot of the inhabitants. Slowly rolling thunder alternated 
with sharp thunder strokes. Seized with terror, nearly all 
the inhabitants deserted the city, and only a few of the 
more courageous returned to protect the treasure of the 
silver mines. Neither upon the earth's surface nor in the 
deep mines (1,500 feet) was the slightest shock of earth- 
quake perceptible. On the island of Meleda, in Dalmatia, 
similar sound phenomena have boon heard with only the 
slightest sensible earth jars, 
itionto Recent investigation has shown that these hith- 

lible erto mysterious sounds arc traceable neither to the 

^••* roar of distant surf, to artillery practice, to mine 

explosion, nor to distant thunder; but that they are local, 
subterranean noises. Reports agree that the sounds are 
pitched deep and that they begin feebly, are rapidly re- 
inforced in intensity, and as rapidly die out. They are 
more frequently heard at night or in the evening, when 
other sounds are hushed. The intervals separating them 
are notably irregular, and noises may be heard at frequent 
intervals throughout the day and night, and yet not be 
again perceived for weeks or months. Except for their 
lesser intensity, they cannot be distinguished from those 
sounds which generally accompany shocks of earthquake; 
and, in fact, the lighter earthquake after shocks fade in 
intensity until only the rumblings remain, which, in their 
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turn, diminisfa gradually in intensity until no longer andi- 
ble. Such earth sounds, when not accompanied by sensible 
earthquakes, are likely to become known under the name 
bronlidi, an Italian word which means "like thunder." 

Considerable etudy is in some countries now 
m^ being devoted to the interesting bronlidi, and im- 
portant facts have already been gleaned concerning 
them. It has been detonnined, for .example, that 
(hey have been beard witliin some provinces only at 




of norllicrn Calabria to sliow the loration of 
e t/ronlidi liavt- bttii ht'ord. The doltnl linen 
iiieaiui^ulH mill probable fractures. The villagn 
liuve boon litaril show a teiiileiicy lu lit' at the 
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certain well-defined places, and these places bear a defi- 
nite relation to the relief of the country. More definitely 
still, the sounds are heard in places which, in Calabria, at 
least, are arranged along lineaments of the surface, which 
probably mark the course of fractures within the crust (see 
Fig. 74). 

It has been shown that the brontidi are more frequently 
heard when there are sensible earthquakes in not too dis- 
tant provinces. This fact suggests that the distant earth- 
quake serves as a fulminate to set off the charged system 
and bring about those slight adjustments that at the surface 
are perceptible only because of the low pitch of vibrations 
in the marginal portions of the earth sections displaced. 
They are the longitudinal frictional vibrations existing 
without the successional shocks characteristic of sensible 
earthquakes. 

The identification of the brontidi with earth- 
» oaase of q^ake sounds, from which they differ only in in- 
tensity, and the observed gradation of earthquake 
after shocks into them, make it necessary to assume for 
both earthquakes and brontidi a single explanation. Just 
as the earthquakes have their origin in vibrations which 
are perceived as sensible shocks accompanied by heavy rum- 
blings, which latter are induced in the marginal portions of 
earth blocks as they slide over each other; so the brontidi 
may be regarded as due to frictional vibrations which 
are of insufficient amplitude to disturb bodies at the sur- 
face of the ground. It has been suggested that the audi- 
bility of such sounds might be greatly extended through 
the use of the microphone, but the practicability of its use 
for this purpose has not as yet been adequately demon- 
strated. 

The natural inference from the identification of bron- 
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tidi with feeble earthquakes is that the slow adjustment in 
level of sections of the earth's crust, the bradysisms, are only 
apparently and not really gradual; but are due to 
the cumulative effect of small adjustments many 
times repeated and irregularly distributed over a 
considerable lapse of time. An experimental verifica- 
tion of this inference would be of the greatest service 
to geology and would make necessary important modifica- 
tions in views which have been generally held. It is known 
that following the heavy shocks of the great Assam earth- 
quake of 1897, when the only seismic manifestations 
within the province were light after shocks and brontidi, 
adjustments of level sufficient to profoundly modify the 
face of the country were going on. This was proven in 
one instance, at least, by nailing boards, to trees in such 
positions as to secure sights to definite landmarks and by 
making observations at frequent intervals along the lines 
of sight. A modification of this method has since been 
somewhat extensively used in Italy, where earthquakes are 
of quite frequent oociirronce. 

It has now been proposed in Italy to establish a number 
of stations at points favorable for viewing the surrounding 
country ; as, for example, where several ranges of hills may 
be seen arranged en echelon. Cameras provided with pow- 
erful telephoto lenses, so as to greatly magnify the pictures 
taken, might be used to repeat at intervals throughout a 
long period, under as nearly as possible the same atmos- 
pheric conditions, the panoramic view from each station. 
These photographs, if dated and placed in correspondence 
with the dates when earthquakes have occurred or brontidi 
have been heard within the district, could hardlv fail to 
furnish a decisive answer concerning the interrupted or 
uniform movement of the crust, provided measurable 
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changes were revealed by the photographs. As already 
stated, the inference from the study of earthquakes and 
brontidi is that the slow crustal adjustments are inter- 
rupted and not uniformly progressive in their nature. 

The relation of brontidi to the fractures within 
le qnei- 

3iinaire ^^^ earth's crust was first learned in Calabria, 
ady of where Professor Alippi went from village to village 

^^ ' in order to make inquiries of the peasants. It was 

thus discovered that, whereas in certain villages the 
marina, as the peasants were accustomed to call the sub- 
terranean rumblings, were a matter of common knowledge, 
in other villages such sounds had apparently never been 
heard and the questions aroused no interest among the 
people. 

There is in Italy a special royal bureau for the study of 
earth phenomena, and this bureau has hundreds of cor- 
respondents who are scattered throughout the peninsula 
and the neighboring islands ready to promptly report by 
telegraph whenever their district is visited by an earth- 
quake. These correspondents have lately been employed 
to make inquiries concerning the distribution of brontidi, 
and an extended report has been published in 1907 which 
throws new light upon this interesting subject, 
nifiions ^^^ chief source of the danger in coal mines 

fire-damp from contact with explosive carburetted hydrogen 
oosl mines, g^g^ known to the miners as fire-damp, arises from 
the fact that without warning the mine galleries become 
suddenly and mysteriously flooded by the gas which is 
forced into them through crevices in their walls. In 
France, England, Belgium, Germany, and Austria much 
treasure has been already expended for commissions to 
collect information and pursue experimentation, having in 
view the solution of this mystery of the sudden emissions ' 
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of fire-damp. As a result many lives and much property 
have been saved, but until quite recently the fruits of the 
labors of these commissions have been restricted to im- 
proved methods of constructing, lighting, and aerating 
the mine galleries. 

Evidence is now being gathered which indicates that the 
emissions of fire-damp generally take place when the bron- 
tidi are heard in the vicinity, and shortly after moder- 
ately distant provinces have been visited by earthquakes. 
Should these preliminary studies be confirmed by more ex- 
tended investigations, the mystery of fire-damp emissions 
would be thoroughly cleared up; for small settlements of 
sections of the earth's crust should be quite competent to 
expel gas from crevices into any open spaces which inter- 
sect them. In Belgium a Committee for the Study of the 
Correlations of Fire-dump Emissions and Earthquakes 
has already issued seven separate pamphlets. 
Natural reff- ^^ bradysismic movements be spasmodic and oc- 
istrationof casional, it is probable that the surface layers of 
bradysisms. ^\^q earth's crust are moved independently in indi- 
vidual blocks in the same manner as they are by earth- 
quakes, though here by amounts so small as to be gener- 
ally imperceptible. It is the cumulative effect of such 
movements only which we may expect to be able to meas- 
ure. Minor irregularities in the surface arising from this 
cause would in most regions fail of observation, either be- 
cause of the unconsolidated nature of surface deposits, or 
because of the disintegrated character of the exposed rock 
surface and the rapidity with which it falls a prey to the 
tooth of time. 

There is an exceptional combination of conditions which, 
in certain regions, favors the preservation of small dis- 
placements at the earth's surface. In the northeastern 
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part of the North American continent during the latest 
of geological periods — ^the yesterday of geology — ^a con- 
tinental glacier or ice mantle moved southward 
it-gUoial QYgj. ^Yie disintegrated surface of the rocks, carry- 
ing with it all the loose material and planing 
everything down to a fluted and polished surface within 
the unwcathered rock. Where the rock is of a resistant 
nature, as is here usually the case, or where it has been 
protected by the subsequent deposition of a thin layer of 
rock debris, the polished rock surfaces which have thus 
come into existence remain to-day as perfect almost as 
when the ice retired from the region. 

That faults of small displacement and probable repeated 
movement in some localities interrupt the smooth ice- 
polished surfaces of the ledges, was known more than a 
half century ago. Little attention was, however, vouch- 
safed the observation at the time, but attention is again 
l)eing directed to the subject. A considerable number 
of such localities have recently been discovered, chiefly 
in New England and in the neighboring portions of New 
Brunswick, Quebec, and New York. It is clear that such 
faults are not of general distribution, even in the areas 
favorable to their preservation, as they would otherwise 
have been more frequently observed. The arrangement of 
the localities already discovered suggests, moreover, that 
they may be restricted in their distribution to definite 
zones (see Fig. 30, p. 87). 

Where such post-glacial faults have been observed, 

Inu of ^^^ exposed surface of the ledges is seen to be faulted 

it-glaoial on steep planes (in all cases less than 30° from per- 

*^** pendicularity) which recur at frequent and fairly 

regular intervals. With few exceptions, also, the 

displacements have taken place in the same direction, so 
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that in passing across the ledges the ice-polished surfac 
is seen to have l»een iiplific*d progressively into a series c 
steps, as is brought out bv Fig. 75, and Plate XXI, B. Tl 
individual dis])laecnieiits seldom or never exceed five inehe 



onffi: 



3 



FlO. 75. — Diagram to illustrate the distribution of small 

displacement» (after Woo<lworth). 



and are more frequently l)ut a fraction of an inch. Thoug 
the individual displac(?nients are small, the aggregate np 
lift represented by the entire width of an exposetl roc' 
ledge may ho, very considerable. Thus it was found h 
Matthew that at St. John, Xcw Brunswick, within a dis 
lance of 11.0 feet nine suudl faults gave an aggrcgat 
nicasurcnl dis])laccmcnt of 10 inches. In another instance 
thirty faults distributed over a distance of 156 feet rep 
resented an aggregate measured displacement of 5.7 fed 
Values obtained by Professor Woodworth in the valley o 
the, Hudson are in close agreement with these figures. Ii 
one of his examples such displacements, if present throagfa 
out a belt a mile in width, would represent a vertical uplif 
of no less than ;500 feet. 

Jn most of the cases examined, the faults were foun( 
to b(»long not in one but in several parallel series. Th 
more important series, however, of those found along th 
valley of the Hudson are of such a character as to indicai 
that a sinking has occurred within a zone which follow 
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A. A Tank-Housf, is the Santa Cnrz Mountains, (I\'eiituhsbd 

Dl'KIN-U THE EAKTHgUAKE UF CaLIFOHNIA OS APRlL 18, 1906, 

WITH THE FduSDATiON NOT Dkokgn. (After n photognph by 

Fairba tills.) 




B. I'oaT-cLAaAL Faults of Bmali. Uihplacf^ent seau 6t. John, New 
Brunswick. (After (i. F. Matthew.) 
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the Hudson River, Lake Charaplain, and the Richelieu 
River from the Atlantic to the St. Lawrence, or a corre- 
sponding elevation of the mountain areas upon either side, 
itability ^^^^ country lying between the St. Lawrence 

the gla- River and the Atlantic has been shown to be one of 
fcted region, noteworthy instability, even though up to the pres- 
ent most of the recorded earthquakes which have occurred 
within it have been light. There seems no reason to doubt 
that tlie small faultings of the present period which are 
recorded in the displacements seen on glacially polished 
ledges have corresponded in time to the earthquakes and 
to the subterranean rumblings which have been frequent 
within the region. 

Even where the rock surface has furnished no record of 
such differential movements, because hidden from sight, 
the local discovery of pebbles which, since their entomb- 
ment in the bowlder clay, have been broken apart, dis- 
placed, and re-cemented, points to the same conclusion. 
It has now been proposed to establish metal bench marks 
at favorable points throughout the region, and determine 
their relative altitudes with such exactness that a repeti- 
tion of the observations, after a considerable period has 
elapsed, should furnish data more definitely restricted in 
time than those which have been above referred to. In 
some countries where earthquakes are frequent and violent, 
the repetition of geodetic observations has already conclu- 
sively proven that differential changes in level have oc- 
curred within very brief time intervals, even though no 
earthquake faults have been exposed to view. 

Within another portion of the glaciated region of North 
America light is being shed from a different direction upon 
the problem of bradysismic movement. Since the latest 
stage of the Ice Age, during which the planing and polish- 
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injr of the rocks was accoTnplishctK the basins of the pre 

ent Great I^kes, and a portion of the country which sui 

roiin«ls them, have been successively occupied b 

shore linet i>o<lics of water the forms and areas of which ca 

of the \}v (|uite accurately determined through the stud 

Great Lakot. ^^£ ^j^^ j^^^^. abandone«l sliore lines. These ancien 

l>each lines have since been tilttni upward toward the nortl 
and east, as a result of a true bradvsismic movement whicl 
is even tf»-day in progress. Upon the northern border 
of the ancient basins the elevations of certain of thes 
l)caches above the j)resent surface of the lakes is in cxces 
of :>(»() lw\. 

The hinge ^t has rcc<'ntly been discovered tlirough tb 

line. .^Imlirs of Leveret t thai at all points lying to tl« 

south and west of a straight line which extends fron 

A.^litahiila, Ohio, In Manistc(% Mich., the strand lines li< 

in horizontal ])lanes, or varv from them by such smal 

I « • 

amounts as 1o be generally imperceptible. So soon, how- 
ever, as til is line is crossed, the beach lines are inclined in 
such a manner that ibcy slope toward the south and west, 
and this slope is much increased toward the northern bor- 
ders of the hasin. This int(»r(\sting line across the lower 
peninsula of Michigan has therefore been a fulcrum line 
about which the northern half of the peninsula has been 
rcvolvcMl lik(^ a door u])on its hinge, and the line may, on 
this account, be called the liinf/c line (sec Fig. 7(1). 

Precise levels which have recently heen made to deter- 
mine the ]M).-itions of the ancient shore lines on the west- 
ern side of Lake Michigan ])oini to other abrupt elianges 
in th(» sloj^es of the ancient shore lines, and suggest the 
existence of adilitional hinge lines lying to the n4)rth of 
th(» one a I read v determined. A careful sludv of the seis- 
micitv of the region would vorv likelv reveal a relation 
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between hinge lines ami local instability iipon the penio- 
jfiila. Study of a single earthquake, that of September 19, 
18S4. the only one for which data are available, indicates 







i'lu, 7li.^Map of a portion of tlie region aurrounding tlie (ireat Lakes 
nil which the towns that reported tlie earthqualie of September 
10, tS84, have been indicated. Tlio towna which received the 
lieavieHt shnckn liBve been entered by crosseti. The heai'y dftsbed 
line exteniling from Axhiabiila to Manietee is the hing* lint on 
which the land to tlie north and east has Iieen tilted in pont-glacial 
time. The Rner dushnl lines are the indicated seiamotectoiiic lioes 
(data from RoekwoiHi and l^verett). 

somewhat clearly that the towna which reported the shocks 
are ranged upon seipinoteetonie lines, and that heavier 
nhiH'k;; were felt at their intersections. 
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CHAPTER XTV 

THE STUDY OF EARTHQUAKES UPOX THE GROUND 

After a heavy earthquake the student of seism 
Emerffenoy ^^r jg likely to be suddenly called upon to has1 

to the stricken district and prepare a report uf 
the scientific aspects of the disaster. If the disturbai 
has been a particularly heavy one, he will doubtless fi 
upon his arrival much confusion, and probably, also, gr 
suffering and misery. His duties will require that he lej 
largely to otliers the necessary work of succor, and at 1 
earliest possible moment set about the collection of fa 
which would otherwise soon be past preservation. Otl 
observations, no less interesting and important, are of sn 
a nature that thev can be assembled at leisure; hence ■ 
first duty is to clearly separate in his plan the emerger 
studies from all otliers. 

Perhaps the most important of the seismologis 
of photo- duties will be to preserve a comprehensive series 

yraphi the well-selected photographs. To illustrate what \ 

occurred, if the scale of his investigation perm 
it, he should go equi])ped with good cameras, ample si 
plies of iilm or plates, and one or more expert photog 
phers. Ilis own time will be fully occupied in selecti 
the points of view and recording his observations up 
them, and he will be greatly handicapped if, in additi< 
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he is obliged to prepare the more important of his pictures 
himself. A light kodak may, however, be made very use- 
ful for securing views when he does not feel warranted 
in sparing time for more carefully prepared pictures. 
Fully half the value of his photographs will be lost if care 
is not taken to note, with the number of each exposure, not 
only the exact locality at which it was made, but the direc- 
tion in which the camera was pointed as well. Equipped 
witli a small hand compass, reading to degrees, it is a 
comparatively simple matter to note the bearing of the 
line of vision. 

Before departing for the earthquake district, it 
is most important to secure copies of the latest and 
best maps (and of the city plans for the district) 
which are anywhere obtainable. Hand in hand with 
the photographic work must proceed the collection 
of information upon the distribution of the destruction 
wrought. Notebook and map in hand, the student tra- 
verses the wrecked district, and while memory is still 
fresh, gathers, sifts, and correlates the observations made 
by an army of non-scientific observers. If his visit is not 
made too late, he may personally verify many of the obser- 
vations reported to him. (For a useful and generally 
adopted though crude scale of earthquake intensity, see 
Appendix C.) 
points ^^ ^'^^ funds or the workers at his disposal are 

linthe ^ufilcient, different parties should begin work inde- 
^ pendently in different sections of the disturbed dis- 

trict for the purposes of a general reconnaissance. At the 
end of the first da/s work all the parties should, so far 
as possible, get into communication with each other for 
the comparison of notes, so that the work of successive 
days may be wisely planned on the basis of all available 
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information. Every district will be found to have its key 
points for study, and it is at such points that the work 
must l)e concentrated if the secrets of the earthquake are 
to be discovered. 

On account of the varying strength and rigidity 
^wwi*^ of buildings, it is somewhat difficult, upon the 

basis of damage to them, to gauge the severity of the 
puccessional or destructive shocks — a difficulty which is 
rapidly accelerated with the intensity of the earthquake. 
In all cases it is important to distinguish the nature of the 
damage wrought and, so far as possible, to determine how 
much may be explained by a mass movement of the ground, 
cither upward or downward or laterally, and how much 
by successional shocks; how far buildings have been split 
on vortical planes, have l)een sheared in planes parallel to 
the surface of the ground, and to what extent bodies have 
been projected upward from the surface. 

When the quaking has not been too heavy, the damage 
is likely to have been greatest to the chimneys, and the 
direction which the fallen bricks have taken furnishes one 
of the most significant and valuable of the available data. 
After heavier shocks, the distribution and the position of 
fallen walls is to be carefully noted. 
The damage '^'^^ scientific student will be greatly aided in 
to railway his studies of the earthquake, if the shaken district 
traoki. ^ygg crossed by railway or trolley lines. No other 

structures arc so generally continuous across the district 
or so uniform in their strength and rigidity. The obvious 
necessity that repairs to railway tracks be immediately un- 
dertaken renders it essential that provision be at once made 
for preserving a record of the localities where damage has 
occurred. "Nfileposts, culverts, telegraph poles, and uni- 
form rail lengths make this a simple matter, even if it is 
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left to the scientific worker. If notification is promptly 
given, however, the desired data can usually be quite as 
well assembled and supplied by the railroad officials, 
whose duty it is to report upon and to make repairs to 
the damaged sections of the track. Experience gathered 
from the Charleston earthquake of 1886 (see Fig. 77,-4), 



=i^ 




Fio. 77. — (A) A kink in' railway tracks produced during the Charleston 
earthquake of August 31, 1880 (after Dutton). (B) Damage to 
track of electric railway south of San Francisco during the earth- 
quake of April 18, 1906 (after a photograph by Moran). 



the Quetta earthquake of 1892. the Indian earthquake of 
1897, the California earthquake of 1906 (see Fig. 77, i?), 
and the Jamaica earthquake of 1907 (see Plate XIV, A), 
is sufficient to show that even in the case of very heavy 
shocks the damage to tracks is not graded from definite 
points, but is concentrated within narrow zones separated 
by relatively wide areas within which the right of way is 
practically undisturbed. 

._ The nature of the damage sustained by tracks is 

Local differentiated into two classes, in one of which a 

aniionor shortening of the right of way is indicated, and in 

^aotion. ^^^ other an extension of it. In the first-mentioned 

case the rails are found to be more or less sharply bent, 

and, perhaps, kinked; while in the other case the fish 

plates are torn out and the rail ends separated by intervals 
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more or less wide. Both these types were illustrated by 
the railways which crossed the district shaken by the 
Charleston earthquake of 1886. In addition to the evi- 
dences of contraction or expansion of the ground beneath 
the tracks, other changes are noted, such as elevation or 
depression of a section of track — whicli are the result of 
differential motions in a vertical direction — or horizontal 
shear along a definite plane intersecting the track (see 

Fig. 77, i^). 

Next in importance to the railway tracks in re- 
spect to the information they furnish the scientific 
worker, are tlie various underground lines of metal, 
such as water, steam, or gas pipes, and telegraph, 
telephone, and other cables. Even though not in a 
strict sense continuous, lines of stone curbing may also fur- 
nish quite valual)lo results indicative of the motions and of 




Via. 78. — A metal pipe buckled and forced out of the ground at the 
time of the California earthquake of April 18, 1906 (after Dudley). 



the changes in volume which have occurred in the local 
sections of tlio oartli's crust. A compression of the ground 
reveals itself in a buckling of the pipes, cables, or curbs; 
and this may be sufTiciont to bring tboni above the surface 
of the ground (see Fig. TS). It has boon a rather common 
observation that the piers of bridges wbieli cross streams 
have approached each other during an earthquake (see Fig. 
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79 and Plate XXII, A), Where a local expansion of the 
ground has occurred, it is sometimes found to be recorded 





Barth 
diffor- 
al 

iges of 
L. 



Fig. 79. — Approach of opposite piers of the Ashley River bridge during 
the Cliarleston earthquake of 1886 (after Dutton). 

in the parting of 'pipes or cables and the separation of the 
ruptured ends. 
linfftin ^^ observations in connection with earthquakes 

are of more importance than those which are con- 
cerned with the actual measurable adjustments 
which the surface of the ground has undergone. 
In the case of very heavy earthquakes these can 
hardly escape observation if the shaken district is thor- 
oughly explored. In the case of lighter shocks, however, 
it will be necessary to adopt special devices in order to 
detect them. In the first case, the faults and fissures at 
the surface and the arrangement of the craterlets will sug- 
gest the outlines of the areas, which may have been inde- 
pendently adjusted and which should, therefore, become 
the objects of special study. 
J ^f It hardly needs to be pointed out that all im- 

iret and port ant faults, fissures, craterlets, etc., should, so 
orleti. f^j. ^g possible, be mapped upon a scale large 
enough to set forth their size, distribution, and orientation, 
and measurements should be made not only at the outset, 
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but at later intervals, of any displacements which are ob- 
servable upon them (see Fig. 23, p. 71). What will be 
possible in this direction will depend very largely upon the 
scale and the accuracy of tlie available maps for the dis- 
trict. Even in those easels where maps are unsatisfactory 
it will be possible to prepare a careful map of a small area, 
well selected to present tlie characters of the faults or fis- 
sures formed during the earthquake. 
Study of the ^^^ important series of early observations to bo 
nndorflow made after a great earthquake, concerns the changes 
of water. jj^ \^y^,\ ^f ^j^^j surface of ground water, and the 

rise or fall of water in fissures. In rural districts a house 
to house canvass should be made in order to determine 
what changes have occurred in the level of the water in 
wells. Tlie date and the time of the dav should be care- 
fully recorded for all observations, and these should be 
repeated later, since it is often observed that the later 
changes are diflferent in kind as well as in degree from 
those which iinmediatelv follow the heaw shocks. All new 
springs of water should be located, so far as is possible, 
and changes in old ones should be carefully noted. The 
flow of surface streams has at such times often undergone 
changes which are not exphiinable by the quantities of 
meteoric water prcci])itate(l. 
^„lj The first violent shocks of an earthquake are in- 

ffeodetio variably followed by others of gradually fading in- 

obiervationi. tensity. While the geological changes produced by 
the initial shock mav never be accuratelv determined, 
owing to the fact that no special preparations were carried 
out in advance, this need not, in all cases, be true of the 
later and moderately heavy shocks. At the earliest possi* 
ble moment positions shoiiM be selected which command 
extended views in a number of directions, and definite 
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BUIIKIE AtTKR THK MlNO-OWAHl EaKTHIJUAKE : 

i OS OcToitEn 28, 1891. (After Kikuchi.) 




IS. An Area in the Owkvs Vau.kv, Calipoknia, whk-h Bkpohe thb 
Eakthquake ok Maihh ■><>, 1972, was a Level Plain. (Aftor 
u photograph by W, D. Johnson.) 
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linos of sight should be established through the nailing of 
boards properly adjusted to trees, buildings, or other fixed 
and fairly rigid bodies. The lines of sight should be re- 
examined at frequent intervals, and especially after all 
heavier shocks. To make the method more sensitive, the 
boards should be planed to an edge upon the upper side, 
there should be at least three sights in each line (see Fig. 
80), and these should not be too near each other. 



-/^ '-' j^ 







•^' ^^%»lte.. 







Fig. 80. — Line of sight for determination of clianges in level at the 

time of earthquake shocks. 



With the use of a survoycr's transit and stadia, the sev- 
eral lines of sight can be made to radiate from a definite 
point, at which the instrument is set up, and hence each 
will he a check upon the other. The telescope of the in- 
strument further permits the use of marks upon each 
board to determine any variations from horizontal as well 
as vertical position, while the stadia wires make rapid 
measurement of the distances between the board signals, 
and of movements traceable to the shocks, alike possible. 
In the absence of a transit instrument, simple substitutes 
may be improvised which will afford valuable, even if less 
refined, data, provided the shocks have been heavy and the 
corresponding movements large. Thus, after the great In- 
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dian earthquake of 1897, marked changes of level were 

confirmed through a crude application of this principle. 

. The irregular surface of the ground in the Owens valley, 

California, shown in Plate XXII, 5, was quite level before 

the earthquake of 1872 in that region. . 

Bireotioii of Much may be learned from a study of the diree- 

the after tion of the first heavy after shocks. It is in this 

ihooki. P^g^ fgj. jnore important to secure many reliable 

but not over-refined observations than a smaller number 

with the use of delicate instruments. 

IVrhaps the simplest and one of the best seismoscopes, 
or earthquake detectors, is made by setting up an ordinary 
lead pencil upon its end in part immersed in a bath of 
sand. The sensitiveness of this device for detecting shocks 
may be regulated by the depth to which the end is buried 
in the sand. Such an instriuiiont is useful not only to 
register the fact that a shook lias occurred in its neighbor- 
hood, but it further gives, tlirough the direction of its fall, 
tlie initial direction of the shock to a rough approximation. 
Such a device is so cheap that it can be supplied in any 
desired quantity, it can ])e at once reset by unskilled as- 
sistants, at the same lime that tlie direction of the last fall 
is recorded by making a furrow in the sand. Persons can 
generally be found to examine such instruments at fre- 
quent intervals, and a circuit can l)e made from station to 
station by one or more persons especially employed for the 
purpose, who, as tliey reset each scismoscope. take the bear- 
ing of the fallen pencil with a hand compass. Owing to 
the falling olT in the intensity of the shocks, the pencil 
should 1)0 each time immersed a little less deeply in the 
bath of sand. By simple notches an inch scale may be 
added to each pencil, and if the de])th of immersion in the 
sand be recorded, a roughly quantitative measure of shock 
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Fig. 81. — Pencil seismoscope to determine 
the direction of local shocks. 



he quef- 
onnaire. 



intensity may be obtained (see Fig. 81). A wooden box, 
usually available upon the ground, can be used to inclose 
this simple seismo- 
scope, which should 
be protected from 
accidental jars and 
from meddling per- 
sons. It should, fur- 
ther, be in direct 
connection with the 
ground. 

Localities which 
cannot be quickly 
reached and person- 
ally studied, because 

of the small force available for the work, can l)e made 
to contribute to the study througli tlie use of a system 
of return postal cards, or some more elaborate 
method of correspondence. Tlie questionnaire is in 
any case to be recommended because of the prompt- 
ness with which people can be reached and stimulated to 
observe the more essential facts; and, further, because with 
a printed set of questions this work can be largely dele- 
gated to unskilled clerical assistants. 

The list of questions should not be made so long as to 
impose a considerable burden upon the correspondent. It 
should, therefore, direct attention to those matters which 
are of greatest geological interest, such as the faults, fis- 
sures, craterlets, new springs, and alterations in old ones, 
changes of level, etc. If the local teachers, editors, and 
men of leisure can be enlisted in this work, to distribute 
the postal cards to intelligent and reliable persons, the in- 
vestigation will thereby be materially advanced and a waste 
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of cards avoided. Tn Appendix E will be found a list 
questions which has been prepared for this purpose. 

The later studies of the earthquake will invol 
foUow *^® careful correlation and orderly arrangement 

emergeney the notes gathered, the search in historical doc 
obienrationi. jj^(.jjts for records of earlier earthquakes within tl 
district, an examination of the distribution of geologic 
formations, of planes of earlier faulting in them, of tl 
orientation of the network of joints which intersects tl 
rock, and a study of the prominent rectilinear fe^tur 
— the lineaments. A comparison of these different el 
ments will show what relation of position or direction, 
any, connects the lines of faults newly opened, or, in the 
absence, of seismotectonic lines, with the older structur 
lines of jointing and faulting. Once discovered, lin 
which ])ossoss jjrominciice in any of these res])ects may I 
avoided as building sites and utilized for future parks ai 
boulevards. 
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CHAPTER XV 

DISTUUBANCES ABOVE AND BENEATH THE SEA 

Theitability EARTHQUAKES, as we have thus far considered 
of the them, relate to disturbances upon the continental 

ooeanio areai . gj^^j insular areas of the globe, where they become 
manifest in geological changes at the surface of the 
ground and in displacements of the objects which lie ujx)n 
it. Our treatment has, therefore, applied to only about 
one fourth the surface of our planet. What shall be said 
of the stability of the other three fourths, covered as it is 
by a fluid envelope to an average depth of more than two 
miles? It is obvious that we cannot directly inspect the 
ocean bottom, nor have we to the present devised earth- 
quake apparatus which is suited to delicate observation 
upon the ocean floor. P^ven the surface of the sea is seldom 
explored, save only along a series of narrow zones — the 
lanes of ocean commerce. On the deep sea and between 
the continents these tracks of vessels are great circles which 
connect the more important seaj)orts. 

Our only sources of direct observation upon tlie stability 
of the ocean floor are the logs of shipmasters and the rec- 
ords of submarine cable companies. This fragmentary 
knowledge is somewhat extended by observations made upon 
tide gauges which record the spasmodic and irregular, as 
well as the astronomic and periodic, disturbances of the 
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ocean's surface. In a far more important way ©ur knowl- 
edge of the changes which take place beneath the sea is 
being extended through the " distant '' observational meth- 
ods of the new seismology, to be discussed in succeed- 
ing chapters. 
g^. On vessels at sea, shocks of earthquake produce 

Miyed on effects which, when compared, indicate but little 
>board. variation, save only in their intensity. A rumbling 
sound is first heard, and this is quickly followed by shocks 
under which the ship trembles or is so suddenly arrested 
in its course, that it produces the impression of grounding 
upon a rock. A number of such shocks may be received in 
succession, after which the ship appears to slide over the 
shoal and continue its course as before. When the lead is 
dropped the ship is perhaps found to be over great depths of 
water, so that the possibility of grounding is excluded. The 
fact that the ship has not gone to pieces under the shocks or 
been left stranded is in itself a criterion of the earthquake. 
In illustration we may cite the American steamer Macki- 
naWy coal laden from a port in Washington to San Fran- 
cisco, which at 5.10 on the morning of the recent San 
Francisco earthquake, and almost over the great earthquake 
rift where it passes out of Tomales Bay, experienced heavy 
shocks, as if the ship had struck bottom three distinct times 
and then slipped over a shoal. The weather was calm and 
the sea smooth. In the same vicinity and at about the 
same time the steamer National City, in the language of 
its chief engineer, " seemed to jump clear out of the water, 
the engines raced fearfully, as though the shaft or wheel 
had gone, and then a violent trembling fore and aft and 
sideways, reminding me of running full speed against a 
wall of ice." 

It is a quite general but not universal observation that 
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the surface of the sea betrays no indication of the seismic 
disturbance. Though the sea may have been without a ripple 
Surfkee of ^^^ ^^ smooth as a surface of glass, a shock severe 
thoiea enough to startle the crew from deep sleep and 

*""**•*• bring them rushing to the deck has not ruffled 
the surface of the water. On March 11, 1855, several ships 
were lying at separated points within the belt of calms in 
the South Atlantic, with the water surface as smooth as 
glass. A seaquake was perceived by more than one of 
them, though it was not accompanied by the least wrink- 
ling of the water surface. On April 16, 1878, a British 
fleet was stationed in the Bosphorus when an earthquake 
was felt on botli the European and tlie Asiatic shores. 
One of the officers reported tliat a rare sound was heard, 
and the ship began to tremble as tliougli it were running 
upon a sand bank. Persons were overtlirown as they hur- 
ried up the companionway. The vibration continued some 
seconds and the water appeared to ])ubble up beneath the 
ship, though its upper surface around tlie vessel remained 
quiet. 

There are, however, reports of disturbances felt at sea in 
which the water was raised *^ as a solid mass " to form a flat 
dome, but without ruffling its surface, and there are still 
others in which high but local waves were produced. Un- 
fortunately, we are not in a position to say how many of 
the disturbances felt at sea might be traced to the eruption 
of submarine volcanoes. Of many such disturbances the 
evidences are unmistakable, and the sea is in these cases 
much disturbed. 
Aboy6-iea ^^^ great earthquake catalogue of Perrey, which 

leiimio is the starting-point in all investigations upon the 

reo^aphy. seismic geography of the lands, is likewise a reser- 
voir of data for the oceanic areas. Other reports of shocks 
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felt at sea, whieli poEsctis Ihe greatest value, have long 
been hidden away in nautical magazines, pilot charts, hy- 
drographical and meteorological joumala, and the vast 
number of unpublished logs of vessels. A service of the 
very greatest value to science was rendered when, in 1887, 
Professor Rudolph of the University of Strasburg assem- 
bled and reviewed a large body of these data in his papers 
upon " Submarine Earthquakes and Eruptions." Rudolph's 




Fla. 62 — H pt hwthpotawbre hocka have bpe felt at aek 
with) th ce tral A luit Ocean and th Med t rra n (after 
R d Iph) 

data were from Ge man Engli h French and Dutch 
sources bo that the American data affecting e pecially the 
near shore regions of the I nilcd State ha e nc er been 
brought together Moreover the tine i ripe for a reas- 
sembling and comprehen we stulv of all a ailable data, 
not only along our own hit ral but throughout the oceanic 
areas. Of all the oceans the Atlantic has been the most 
18 241 



EARTHQUAKES 



Thediitri- 
bution of 
leaqnakei 
oyer tho 
ooeani. 



thoroughly surveyed from a seismic standpoint, and thus 
affords the best basis for generalization. In Fig. 82 is 
reproduced that portion of Rudolph's map which covers 
the central Atlantic and the Mediterranean. To it have 
been added the principal lanes of transatlantic commerce, 
from which it will appear that the aggregation of observa- 
tions is not in any important way controlled by the fuller 
body of observation from these special zones. 

Upon the basis of his extensive researches upon 

the seismic geography of the seas, Rudolph has 

reached the following conclusions : 

1. Submarine earthquakes and eruptions occur 

in all depths of the sea, upon the submarine ridges 
as well as in the regions of depression. 

2. The frequency and intensity of manifestation of the 
seismic and eruptive forces is not dependent upon the dis- 
tance from active or extinct volcanoes. 

3. There are habitual regions of shock, and portions of 
tlie ocean tliat arc quite free from earthquakes ; with the 
exception of tlic latter, seaquakes occur also isolated and 
scattered over tlie ocean. 

Tlie study of Rudolph's map (see Fig. 82) discloses the 
fact that the areas within which seaquakes are common 
are tliose of sharp changes in steepness of the ocean floor. 
Of such areas there are in the Atlantic two of especial note. 
One of these has a course a little to tlie north of west, and 
extends from the eastern shore of the Mediterranean past 
the mouth of the Tagus, in Portugal, to and beyond the 
Azores. This almost rectilinear zone extends through 70® 
of longitude, and has an average breadth of only about 3°. 
The other zone of high seismicity is directed a little to the 
north of east along a sharply trenched submarine linea- 
ment which joins Cape St. Roque, Brazil, with Cape Coast 
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Castle on the Guinea coast of Africa, and is very likely 
continued in the course of the Benue River (see the refer- 
ence to Hecker's studies on p. 304). The western portion 
of this zone is continued northwestward to the vicinity of 
the St. Paul's Rocks. 
ine feif- ^^^ chief limitation in preparing seismic maps 
eotonio of the continental areas arises from the segregation 
■• of the population in villages, and the large tracts 

of country from which we are, in consequence, without 
reports upon the local intensity of earthquake shocks. A 
similar, and in some respects a greater, limitation is im- 
posed upon observations at sea by the restriction of over- 
sea commerce to definite lanes of most direct transit. 
Since, however, sliips move with ap])roximation to a con- 
stant velocity, the problem for the sea areas differs in fur- 
nishing a series of lines of fairly complete information in 
place of a series of points much more uniformly dis- 
tributed. 

Professor Rudolph has emphasized the fact that shocks 
at sea have manifested a selective property in their treat- 
ment of ships lying in the same neighborhood. Of vessels 
less than a degree apart, one has received a shock so heavy 
as to produce the impression of foundering, while the other 
has perceived nothing unusual. The earthquake near the 
Azores, which occurred on December 22, 1884, has, among 
others, furnished an illustration of this selective property. 
Later studies indicate, however, that this property is far 
more precise than Rudolph has supposed. Thus, for ex- 
ample, during the Charleston earthquake of August 31, 
1886, of the himdreds of vessels off the Atlantic coast, five 
only perceived the shocks, and all of the five wore located 
approximately above the strong submerged lineaments of 
the ocean floor, or over extensions of those clearly marked 
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out upon the near shores. The ship which received by far 
the heaviest shock was located over the approximate inter- 
section of strong lineaments (see Fig. 44, p. 114). This 
ship was the Nina Mathilde (Captain Allen), which, when 
thirty-seven miles northeast of Charleston Light and 
twelve miles southeast of Cape Romain Light, received so 
severe a shock that the crew were thrown from bed and 
thought the vessel was upon a reef. On November 5, 1886, 
occurred, perhaps, the heaviest of the after shocks of the 
Charleston earthquake. On this date a captain reported 
heavy shocks which were felt at sea in lat. 32° 50' N. and 
long. 78° 23' W. This point is at the intersection of the 
lineaments 2 and 9 of the map of Fig. 44 (p. 114). 

Those ships at sea which reported the great Lis- 
bon earthquake of 1755, were all at the moment 
either on or near the extension of the lineament of 
the lower Tagus (see Fig. 56, p. 144). A submarine 
seismic province of some prominence is located off 
Cape Mendocino, Cal. If all the recorded seaquakes from 
this region be plotted, it is soon found that a very consid- 
erable number are ranged upon a line which continues one 
of the faults on which movement occurred" during the re- 
cent earthquake in California (see Fig. 40, p. 107). Re- 
ports of those shocks which were felt at sea upon the Pacific 
coast on April 18, 190G, and during the succeeding period 
of after shocks, have now been assembled, and are as fol- 
lows: 

April 18th. Off the Golden Gate near the middle buoy. 
Steamer Uarda. 

April 18th. In lat. 38° 23' K, long. 123° 24' W. Steamer 
Mackinaw. 

April 18th. In lat. 38° 24' N., long. 123° 57' W. 
Steamer National City. 
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August 3<L In lat. 25^ 35' K, long. 110** 6' W. Ship 
Alex. Gibson. 

August 21st. In lat. 26° 19' X., long. 110** 25' W. 
Bark St. James. 

September 2d. In lat. 43° 40' X., long. 128° 50' W. 
Bark Agate. 

September 14th. In lat. 41° 18' X., long. 125° 52' W. 
Schooner Robert Searles. 

November 6th. In lat. 46° 9' X., long. 125° 22' W. 
Schooner Stanley. 

November 11th. In lat. 42° 51' N., long. 127° 31' W. 
Bark Carondelet. 

November 26th. In lat. 14° 41' X., long. 92° 36' W. 
Steamer Newport. 

From the descrip- 
tion of these shocks, 
those which were felt 
on September 14th 
and succeeding dates 
were very much less 
hesLvy than th^ ear- 
lier ones. So soon as 
they are plotted upon 
a map (sec Fig. 83) 
it appears that with 
two exceptions all are 
located either over or 
near to the supposed 
course of a zigzagging 
rift in the vicinity of 

the Pacific coast of I^'"- 83.— Sketch map to show the posi- 
T^T xi. A • nil tions of vessels which felt shocks ftt wa 

North America. 1 he ^^ ^p^-j ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^.^^ ,,^^, „^,^. 

exceptions are the ceeding period of after shocks. 
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schooDcr Stanley, which felt a shock off the mouth of the 
Columbia River, and the steamer National City, which 
was located some distance to the west of the rift line. 

The rather rapid dissipation of the energy from move- 
ments upon the sea floor which is indicated by the obser- 
vations, is confirmed l)y the experiments in connection 
with the removal by blasting of dangerous reefs, and upon 
the behavior of sea mines. The most noteworthy result 
in all cases is the failure to perceive the shocks beyond very 
moderate distances. 
_ , All shocks perceived on shipboard must be as- 

ohangei sumed to be due to movements which take place up- 

dnring on the floor of the ocean. Our only direct method 

earthquakes. ^^ investigating such movements is through the 
doep-sea cables which lie stretched along the ocean bot- 
tom. Here, " in the deserts of the deep, or the great gray 
level plains of ooze where the shell-burred cables creep,'' 
the cable is subject to few vicissitudes, and if well made 
its life mav endure for twentv or more years. As soon as 
the level floors are left, however, and we approach the 




Fig. 84. — Sub-oceanic changes as they are ilhistrated by fractured 8\ib- 
marine cables, (a) Compressed and kinked; (b) pulled apart; 
(c) broken by tension and the separated wires corroded to ncsedle 
points (after Milne). 

steep walls on the margins of the deeps, the cables are 
found to he subject to many changes and to interruptions 
by fracture* at rather frequent intervals. They are some- 
times bent and twisted; at other times they are crushed or 

2I() 



ABOVE AND BENEATH THE SEA 

separated by abrasion ; again, they show the effect of ten- 
sion and are frayed out at the ends; or their suspension 
in the water is indicated by a coat of shells or coral (see 
Fig. 84). 

According to Professor Milne, who has given much at- 
tention to the matter, the explanation which best accords 
with the observations made in the recovery of fractured 
cables is that which attributes their dislocation either to 
a sudden displacement of their bed, or to their burial in 
material which has slid down some neighboring slope. An 
examination of some thirty-eight lines, along each of which 
one or more cables were laid, showed that of 245 interrup- 
tions eighty-seven had occurred since delicate instruments 
have been in use to record distant earthquakes. ( Professor 
Milne's studies were published in 1897, only a few years 
after the "distant" methods of study had been dis- 
covered.) Of the eighty-seven interruptions, fifty-eight, 
or two thirds the entire number, occurred at or about 
the time when " unfelt " quakes were registered at Euro- 
pean stations. 

Cables have many times been fractured at or 
,n^d near the same point, a point which is generally in 

tore of the vicinity of a steep slope on the ocean bottom 
••• or over some noteworthy irregularity of its floor. 

Thus the Lipari-Milazzo cable has been five times inter- 
rupted near the same point, where it crosses a line marked 
at intervals by submerged volcanic peaks (see Fig. 85). 
The latest of these interruptions was during the Calabrian 
earthquake of September 8, 1905. Nearly all the fractures 
in the Atlantic cables have occurred near the steep eastern 
slope of the Flemish Cap, 330 miles from St. John, New 
Brunswick. Here, at intervals of ten miles, three transat- 
lantic cables run parallel, and on October 4, 1884, all were 
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simultaneously fractured at points lying in a straight line. 
Another instance of the alignment of points of fracture 
has been furnished by the cable laid off the mouth of 



09h mn, 



£'" 



ho/t 




Y\o. 85. — Fructure lines indicated by tlie volcanoes and submer^:ed 

pcakn in and about the Lipari Islands. 

the river Rovuma in East Africa (11° S. lat.). In this 
instance the soundings seemed to show that the sea bot- 
tom was nearly level. After the first ruptures, the cable 
was repeatedly shifted in position in the hope of swur- 
ing a safer bottom, but the breaks continued, and seven 
out of the eight recorded were said to be " fairly on the 
same line." 

^ ^ By far the most instructive series of observations 

jCovement of 

seotionsof ,7^^ made upon changes of tlie sea floor, through 

the sea the medium of telegrapli cables, is by W. G. For- 

bottom. g^^^^ manager of the Eastern Cable Company, at 

Zante, Greece. The district under his charge was one 
of great seismic activity and of pronounced irregularities 
in the sea bottom. Some of the submerged precipices are 
from 3,000 to 5,000 feet high. Between the bow and stem 
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soundings of the repair ship differences as great as 2,000 
feet have been reported. 

At the moment of the earthquake of October 26, 1873, 
the cable to the mainland broke seven miles out from the 
Zante office, and was firmly jammed under fallen material 
in a depth of 2,000 feet of water, where formerly there had 
been only 1,400 feet. In 1878, in connection with a vio- 
lent earthquake across the Adriatic, which was lightly felt 
at Zante, the cable from Zante to Canea (Crete) was 
broken in two places, 139 and 99 miles respectively 
from the Cretan end, and so uneven had the ocean floor 
between these breaks become that it was necessary to make 
a detour when the repaired cable was rdaid. The earth- 
quake of March 28, 1885, again injured this cable at a 
point where the floor dropped suddenly from 700 to 10,000 
feet. In this instance the cable was jammed under a mass 
of material. 

Another of Forster's interesting observations rc- 
near Zante, l^tes to the earthquake of August 15, 1886. In this 
Qreeoe, instance the line from Zante to Crete was in use for 

a message when the shocks frightened the o])erator 
from the office. Only a few moments afterwards, however, 
the testing apparatus was adjusted, and a dead break in 
the cable was located twenty-three miles from Zante. On 
grappling for the broken cable the repair ship made tlie 
discovery that to the south of the break the ocean bottom 
suddenly increased iq. depth from 4,500 to 5,800 feet. A 
break occurred in the Zante-Corfu cable during the earth- 
quake of December 7, 1885, where it lay in only 300 feet 
of water, and only a mile oflf the Zante shore. With a sea 
telescope the smooth limestone bottom could be scon, with 
the line of the former position of the cable marked out 
upon it ; but this line was now two feet away, and the cablq 
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was discovered actually lifted off the bottom. Exactly 
where the cable had lain at one point there was a deep hole 
in the limestone, with radiating fractures that suggested 
the appearance of a large pane of glass which has been 
fractured. This description recalls the stars of fractures 
found at Gerocarne after the Calabrian earthquake of 1783 
(see Fig. 27, p. 79). 

At the time of the great Ligurian earthquake of Feb- 
ruary 23, 1887, no faults appeared upon the land, but 
several vessels, a few miles off the coast, received severe 
shocks. During the following days great numbers of fishes 
which live only in the deep sea wore found dead in the 
shallow water along the Riviera, or were stranded upon the 
beach, especially in the neighborhood of Nice. 

These data reveal not only the possibilities for further 
investigation along these lines, but they seem clearly to 
show that tlie changes in configuration of the sea bottom 
take place by leaps and bounds, and in a measure far 
greater than any which have been observed upon the land. 
Some idea of the great adjustments upon the 
Snomerffenoe ^j^^j. ^^ ^j^^ g^,^ wliich Forster\s soundings and cable 

observations liave made known, we may gam from 
a consideration of those changes in level wliich are known 
to have occurrcxl along tlie coasts of earthquake coun- 
tries. In 1C)92, the former city of Kingston, Jamaica, was 
submerged, and in January, 11)07, another and adjacent 
section of tlie coast has ])een joined to the site of the an- 
cient city beneath the waves (see Plato XI V,/?). The inner 
harbor was also sunk during the reoelit earthquake by no less 
than twenty-seven feet between step faults along its borders. 
During the earthquake of San Domingo in 1751, twenty 
leagues of the coast suddenly sank and has ever sinci* fornuxl 
a bay. In 17G2, sixty square miles of coast in Hindustan 
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was permanently snbmerged. Instance- of -imilar, if gf?n- 
erally less extensive, submergencfrs might eit-ily Ije multi- 
plied from the histories of seismically prrjmim:nt c<>untrie«. 
hqnake Many earthquake<%y and e>pH?ially thrr^e which 
\T wavei are chiefly felt along the liorder of the ?fraa, are 
madiiB. often followed hv destructive water wavfs, which, 
rushing in from the sea, have ^>metime« frau^i^^l far 
greater damage and destruction of life than the i^hftak* 
themselves. Such after effects of rfarthquak^rs were fa- 
miliar to the Greeks. An in-ftance is fumi^ihed hv H^ro- 
dotuR, who tells us that in the vf^r 470 b.c, when the 
Persians under Artahazos were iK-si^-jrin^ Potidarra, a .-tron;< 
ebb tide set in and continu^^l for a long time. The bar- 
barians, when they perceiverl the shallows, «.tart^rd to go 
over to Pallene. When hardlv two-fifth.-^ of t|j«? w;iv arro-- 
there came a mighty swelling up of the .-ea --ucb a- the 
inhabitants of the district had nr»ver •^•rm. Tho-e of th^* 
Persians that were not dro\»Tied wr»re destroyed hy tli<' 
Potidaeans, who ascril)ed the ovf-rthrow of their ('Ufitih"* to 
the fact that they had mocke<l the tf'mp!<- and -ImIim* of 
Poseidon. This interesting epi.^xh*. j>rolmbIy tr;u-**;ibl<' to 
a seaquake, strongly suggests the drowning of the Ku'yV 
tians under Pharaoh Menephtah wlwrn he wa-, pur-.uin;^ th<' 
escaping Israelites across the shallow Uerl S^'a, froin which 
region numerous other seismic wave-? are iifKin record . 

Modern instances of earthquake after waves have hecii 
especially common in Japan. In IHrit, wav(M which were 
30 feet in height inundatefl Simrnla, and a sea wall wma 
subsequently built to avoid similar di:^a-ters. In IHOK 
waves which originated off the Soiith American coast 
crossed the Pacific to the coast of Japan, where Ihey ro.e 
and fell like a series of tides. In IfakrHlaltf, where the 
ordinary tide is but 2 J feet, the differences in Kca level 
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occurred every ten or fifteen minutes, and sometimes 
amounted to as much as 10 feet. In June, 1896, such a 
wave flooded the coast of the Kitakami mountain coon- 
trj- in Japan, and cost the lives of 22,000 people. The 
greatest loss of life from the Lisbon earthquake of the 
eighteenth century resulted from the tsunami, and not 
directly from the shocks, 

_, „ , The water wave which followed upon the Lisbon 

DiitiibtttioQ 

mndnxb- earthquake of November 1, 1755, ia said to have 

tntttonef been felt almo.'it throughout the civilized world, yet 

such instances are exceptional, and a compilation 
of the data by Professor Budolph shows clearly that 
tsunamis arc chiefly noticed upon the shores of earthcjuake 
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cmmtries, Wlicreaii the grander dislurbanccs obviously re- 
quire no special apparatus for their detection, the smaller 
ones, esjH'cially when observed at distant points, are de- 
pendent u])on the records of sel f-rejristering tide gauges. 
Whereas the normal curve of the tide reeord consists of 
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simple undulations, with the crest and succeeding trough 
separated by six-hour intervals, the record of the tsunamis is 
superimposed upon these flowing curves as a series of sharp 
perturbations, the periods of which may range from a few 
minutes to a considerable fraction of an hour (see Fig. 86). 
It is an observation almost universal, and one of 
ssionof deep. significance, that the water wave which some- 
»r from times follows an earthquake is preceded by a with- 
• drawal of the water from the shores. That this is 

not a local phenomenon was shown after the Lisbon earth- 
quake, when the behavior was the same at widely separated 
points, including Madeira and points in the British Isles. 
Essentially the same effect has been characteristic of the 
water waves formed on inland lakes and rivers at the time 
of heavy earthquakes in the vicinity. In fact, if one will 
examine the maps of the harbor of Lisbon, he will observe 
that it is almost a closed inland lake, so that in view of the 
well-known sinking of the pier and the bottom of the har- 
bor during the earthquake, the Lisbon after wave is much 
more nearly allied to the waves observed on the Mississippi 
Hiver in 1811, and upon the Owens Lake in 1872, than 
^th the coincident widespread disturbance of the sea. 
bable Professor Rudolph, whose painstaking and thor- 

16 of ough study of seaquakes and tsunamis gives to his 

'^*™^- opinion great weight, believes tlie cause of the tsu- 
nami to lie in the explosive eruption of a submarine vol- 
cano, and to this the phenomena traceable to the great 
eruption in the volcano of Krakatoa in 1883 has been 
thought to furnish a parallel. Such an explanation fails, 
however, to account for the initial recession of the water 
from the shores. There is, also, a further fact quite in- 
compatible with this theory. The great tsunamis which 
so often devastate the shores of Japan, in the greater num- 
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ber of instances proceed from the near-lying deep of the 
Pacific which is known as the Tuscarora Deep. Those 
which in like manner inundate the shores of Jamaica, San 
Domingo, and Cuba, proceed from the Bartlett Deep, 
which these land masses inclose. The interruptions of 
telegraph cables at the time of earthquakes have, as wc 
have seen, indicated a deepening of the depressions upon 
the sea floor, while measurements made upon the shore 
have quite generally shown that the higher coasts of earth- 
quake provinces are steadily rising. Such depressions of 
the deeps and uplifts of the neighboring shores probably 
stand in some sort of balance, and both alike call for an 
initial recession of the water from all near-lying shores 
toward the area of depression at tliat instant when the 
movement occurs. Such a mass of water as would pile 
up over the dej)re8sed area of the sea floor as a result of 
the inrush of water from all sides, should be later spread 
in all directions and roll in to inundate the shores. If 
this be the true cause of tsunamis, the initial inundation of 
Lisbon was probably largely local, and the great wave which 
is said to have raised the surface of the water sixtv feet 
at Cadiz and nearly twenty feet at Madeira, is traceable to 
the depression of an imknown deep in the Atlantic which 
is located much nearer to Cadiz than to Madeira. From 
the heights of tsunamis measured at many points, it 
should be. possible to indicate with some clearness the loca- 
tion of the depressed area, and prompt sounding where the 
changes are indicated should furnish a definitive answer 
to the question of origin. 

Many earthquakes which afl^ect the seaboard, as. for ex- 
ample, the California earthquake of lOOfi, are not followed 
by tsunamis; and we are in such cases led to infer that 
the movements which occurred upon the continent were 
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not accompanied by any large movements at the bottom 
of the near-lying deeps. In the case of the California 
earthquake, moreover, the movements on shore consisted 
more largely of adjustments within the horizontal plane. 
The earthquake in Alaska in 1899 was, on the other hand, 
characterized especially by vertical adjustments, and it 
was followed by a water wave which was at least forty 
feet in height. 
«ity of ^^ ^^^ been found that the progressive movement 

mgmtioxi of such great masses of water across a broad oceanic 
loxiamif. area, if its time of arrival is measured at a number 
of points en route, affords the possibility of determining 
the average depth of the ocean along each line of section 
on which observations have been taken. For this purpose 
it is, however, important that we know the starting-point 
of the wave, and as this in those cases whicli have been 
measured has been assumed to be some point upon the 
land, the results which have been secured are likely to need 
correction. 
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CHAPTER XVI 



THE DISTANT STUDY OP EARTHQUAKES SEISMOGRAPHS 



e Mumo- 



It would appear that the earliest instrument for 
determining the shock direction of an earthquake 
was made in Cliina by Chi-o-cho in the year 136 
B.C. Jn the interior of a hollow brass globe a pendulum 
was hidden which was free to move in the cardinal and in 
the four intermediate directions. Corresponding to these 
directions eight dragons' heads appeared upon the outer 
surface of the globe, and within the throat of each was a 
small ball which could be set rolling by the motion of the 
pendulum and made to fall into the upturned open mouth 
of a frog sitting below. If the frog upon the northwest 
side of the globe caught the displaced ball, the shocks were 
shown to have come from the southeast. 

It is a long interval which separates Chi-o-cho's simple 
seismoscope and that of the French abbe Haute-Feuille, 
whose device, invented in 1703, was the first seismoscope 
to be used in Europe. Since his time seismoscopes have 
been many and various, but with the advent of self- 
registering instruments they have almost passed out of 
use. They may, however, still be made to serve a very 
useful purpose by reason of their simplicity and small 
cost, which allow of their wide distribution in an earth- 
quake district. 
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A type of seismoscope which has long stood the test of 
time and is of extremely simple construction, is that of 
the Italian Cacciatore, known in the Rhine country under 
the name of the Lepsius quicksilver seismoscope. This in- 
strument is merely a basin 
filled with mercury to the 
level of a ring of small 
holes corresponding in po- 
sition to the cardinal and 
intermediate directions, as 
in Chi-o-cho's device (see 
Fig. 87). A shock coming 

Fig. 87.— The Cacciatore or Lep- from the SOUthwest, for ex- 
sius quicksilver seismoscope (af- «,^„i^ ^«,,„^ i\.^ ^««^, „ 

^ TT N ample, causes the mercury 

ter Iloernes). r ? j 

to pile up upon the north- 
east side of the basin, and in consequence spill over through 
one or more of the holes upon that side. The amounts of 
mercury which are found in the cups placed beneath each 
aperture allow the principal shock direction to be deter- 
mined. An even simpler form of seismoscope and a very 
practical one has already been described (see p. 235). 

If one could only be suspended in space near the 

An absolute earth's surface but without any attachment to it, 
leismoffrapn. 

the problem of registering the earth's motions 

would be a simple matter. The chief difficulty actually 
encoimtered lies in the fact that all bodies upon the earth's 
surface have the motion of the earth imparted to them. 
The stars may, indeed, be used as fixed points, and as- 
tronomers have often been made aware of an earthquake 
through the sudden apparent displacement of stars which 
they were at the moment observing. It has even been pro- 
posed upon high authority to construct an " absolute seis- 
mograph," by first directing an astronomical telescope at 
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the polar star and then firmly cementing the entire in- 
strument to the earth by a concrete covering, tlie field of 
view of the telescope being naturally made large enough 
to include the apparent daily path of the polar star in the 
heavens. It is now only necessary to attach to the telescope 
a camera which by proper clock work is given a motion 
in correspondence with the daily motion of the earth, so 
as to keep the star always in view. Such a seismograph is 
very sensitive to record a tilting of the ground, but for 
obvious reasons is not sensitive enough to record vertical 
movements, and only rarely horizontal movements of the 
ground. 

The universal and unsatisfactory substitute for the 

. theoretical unattached observation station outside the 
earth is the inertia of rest inherent in a suspended mass 
— the ])ob of a pendulum — which as applied in earthquake 
instruments is termed the ** steadv mass,'- *' dead nuiss," or 
*^ stationary mass." All j)endulums have natural periods 
of vibration which are dependent on their length, and ex- 
cept in the most improved and elaborate instruments they 
inevitably combine the motions imparted to them by earth 
shocks with their inherent natural ])eriods of vibration. 

The simplest and earliest form of self -registering 

Tertioal geismoscope, or seismograph, is nothing nu)re than 
a vertical pendulum of ordinary type, which is pro- 
vided with a marker in the form of a bristle or other tlcxi- 
ble extension of the bob, so as to regist«'r its rn()ti(ms upon 
a plate firmly fastened to the earth beneath (see /I, Fig. 
88). When a shock of earthquake displaces the ground 
toward the right {B, Fig. 88) the inertia of the heavy 
pendulum bob carries it to the left. With the return shock 
it is apparently moved in the opposite direction (C, Fig. 
88). The constraint upon the motions imparted to it, 
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whiiili is imposed by its natural period nf vibration, is here 
no important that the resultant bears no clearly recogniz- 




+1 0-J 0-1 +10 

An early funu ut vortical pendulum st 



t1 0-1 

iniiigroiihCafli'rSiebwi"}. 



aljlo ri^hilinn In llio iiiolioiis iif the ^ 
record is reproduced in Fig. 89. 



'■(jiitut. A cliaracterislic 




Pio. 80.— The 



The simple form of verlicnl pendulum which has been 
described, a.-^sumes to record the horizontal motions only of 
tlie ground. To ])ro]iL'r]j- .-^L't forth the complex movements 
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al 
Lnlum. 



of an earth particle (see Fig. 34, p. 91) we should find it 
necessary at each instant to analyze the earth motion into 
hori- three rectangular components, of which one would 

naturally be the vertical, while the others might well 
be chosen to correspond to the north-south and to 
the east-west directions. Most modern instruments arc 
designed to register the horizontal components only of the 
earth motion. This may be accomplished 
either by an improved vertical pendulum 
which has an ingenious mechanical device 
for separating the two components and re- 
cording them as distinct 
diagrams ; or two pendu- 
lums may be construct- 
ed, each capable of reg- 
istering one component 
only of the horizontal 
motion. Such a single- 
component pendulum 
has its plane of vihrn- 
tion nearly horizontal 
and is known as a hori- 
zontal pendulum. Its 

more essential parts arc Fio. 90.— Srhomatic reprrwntation of iv 

roprcsentiHl in Fig. i)(). 
The weight or steady 

mass, Gy is firmly connected with the boom, yl, which 
ends in a free steel j)oint, and is pivoted at the other 
end in an agate cup on the mast or support. The weight 
of the steady mass is borne ])y a stay. F, attached near 
the top of the mast. By lengthening or shortening the 
stay, the angle, W, which the boom makes with the hori- 
zontal^ can be changed at will, and the vibration period 
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of the pendulum made long or short in consequence. 
Such a pendulum is senBitive to all horizontally directed 
shocks, except such as are in its owo plane of rest. An es- 
xential part of the instrument which is not represented, is 
a revolving dnim firmly attached to the earth, and so 
placed a.s to move the registering paper at a uniform rate 
beneath and in contact with a marker at the free end of 
the boom. The friction between the marker and the paper 
must obviously ho made as small as possible if it is not 
to distort the motion imparted by the earth. 

The so-called light horizontal pendulum diEfers 
"^ from the heavy one, just described, chiefly in hav- 

ing a lightel- steady mass and in replacing boom 
■and stay by a rigid metal frame. In this lighter form of 
instruiiient the friction between the marker and the pa[)er 




Siebcrj^. 



becomes an Qwn more serious difficulty, and the mechani- 
cal registration must of necessity be replaced by a fric- 
tionless optical one. Tlie method by which this is accom- 
plished may be illustrated by the von Rebeur-Ehlert 
pendulum schematically represented in Fig. 91, where the 
two light horizontal ]icndulums set up in perpendicular 
planer are shown iiieiiscd in closed boxes. The light com- 
ing from a slit in the shield of a lamp, L, enters through 
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a slit in each box, and the image is reflected by mirrors 
fastened to the free ends of the incased pendulums. The 
reflected images each pass through a slit in the case which 
covers the registering apparatus and are directed to the 
photographic paper, d, on the surface of the drum, IJ, It 
is essential to darken the room in which this instrument 
is used, as the earthquake records first appear when the 
paper from the registering drum has been developed. 

The chief objection to the optical method of registration 
is the heavy expense of the photographic paper and the 
consequent contracted nature of the record, as it is usually 
secured. In most seismographs with optical registration 
the drum feeds the paper at rates of either four or twelve 
centimeters per hour, an amount far too small to allow 
the details of the motion to be distinguished. With the 
slower rate particularly, the linos of the seismogram are 
run together and all detail is lost. The von Rebeur-Ehlert 
pendulum, however, though one of the earliest forms of 
seismograph, is one of the most sensitive, and has recently 
(1906) been thoroughly modernized, and its rate of regis- 
tration increased to ninety centimeters per hour, the 
standard rate for instruments using mechanical registra- 
tion. With this improvement it has been possible to reduce 
the cost of the photographic paper necessary to feed the 
instrument to about twenty-five cents per day. 

In seismographs with mechanical registration 
'^•"^^ the object sought is to reduce friction between 
marker and paper to a minimum. With the greater 
number of instruments a smoked paper is used, but in 
the Italian seismometrographs devised by Agemennone a 
white paper is used, and ink is supplied from a balanced 
tubular glass pen. Mechanical starters with electrical con- 
nections operate a special device, so that upon arrival of 
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earth shocks the registering drum is given a double veloc- 
ity. At the same instant a bell is rung to call the assistant, 
who sees that everything is in order and that pens are kept 
supplied with fresh ink. Aluminum rods, glass threads, 
straws, and other bodies at once light and stiff, are in the 
various devices for mechanical registration used to greater 
or less advantage. 

Professor Marvin, of the United States Weather Bureau, 
has greatly improved the methods for mechanical regis- 
tration by a simple device known as a vibrator. He has 
found that the point of a stylus, which records the motions 
upon the smoked paper, tends with the motion of the 
drum to become so cramped as not to be easily dislodged 
when the shocks arrive. The vibrator is made from the 
rewound and slightly modified magnets of an ordinary 
small electric call bell, and it is attached to the yoke to 
which the stylus is connected. The current from a small 
cell keeps the magnets in continuous light agitation mani- 
fested by a low hum, and this agitation keeps the point of 
the stylus half suspended over the paper. Its friction is 
thereby greatly reduced, and the record so much the more 
correctly represents the motion of the earth. 

The determination of the instant of the arrival 
Time meM- ^^ shocks at an ohserving station is, particularly in 

the case of distant earthquakes, a matter of supreme 
importance. A normal clock, which should keep the correct 
time with an error of not more than two seconds per week, 
is employed, and should be compared and corrected weekly 
hy an electric time service wherever this is possible. In 
isolated stations the time corrections are made through 
determinations of the sun's altitude by means of a sextant. 
By a simple electrical device the ticks of the clock are at 
the end of each minute carried over to the registering 
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drum, where they impart a kick to the indicator and im- 
pose upon the otherwise straight lines of the diagram a 
series of notches regularly spaced. 
M and ^^® better known modem seismographs fall natu- 

litiei of rally into two classes according as they are vertical 
iulami. pendulums and single, or horizontal pendulums and 
double. To the first-mentioned class belong the Vicentini, 
Agemennone, and Wiechert instruments, and to the latter 
the von Rebeur-Ehlert, Milne, and Omori types. A third 
class of seismometer registers, and much less satisfactorily, 
the vertical component of the earth motion. 

Of any pendulum, whatever its construction, the period 
of vibration may be described in terms of an equivalent 
simple vertical pendulum of a definite length; and this 
hypothetical pendulum is generally referred to by the ex- 
pression, the equivalent pendulum length. This length 
may vary from 1.5 meters (!.()() yardv^) in the Vicentini 
short instrument, which corresponds to a vibration period 
of 1.2 seconds, to 200 meters (about 222 yards), corre- 
sponding to a period of twenty-eight seconds in the Omori 
instrument. The pointer, or indicator, in the registering 
apparatus of an earthquake pendulum, may be a very com- 
plex combination of multiplying levers. It is common to 
measure its lever property in terms of an equivalent simple 
indicator, the length of which is desrrilxMl in the expression, 
the equivalent indicator length. The tendency of an indi- 
cator to show a measurable deflection in response to earth 
shocks of any definite intensity may bo termed its sensi- 
tiveness. This sensitiveness, as a result of the omnipresent 
friction between indicator and paper, is dependent upon 
the strength of the earth's sliocks. The sensitiveness de- 
pends upon the equivalent indicator length, whicli may 
vary from a few tens to many thousands of meters. The 
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magnification of the motion of an earth particle is of im- 
portance in fixing the range of usefuhiess of a pendulum, 
as it is also in gauging the intensity of the shocks. The 
magnification varies in different instruments from 7 in the 
Standard Jlilnc instrument, to 2,200 in the newest and 
largest of the Wiechert seismographs. 
Katnral ^ seismograph is most sensitive to those waves 

period of a which correspond to its own natural period of vi- 
pondulom. bration, as may be simply illustrated by hanging 
some light object, like a ring, upon a thread and holding 
the thread between the thumb and forefinger, first at 
shorter and then at longer distances from the ring. For a 
particular length of thread the ring takes on a swinging 
motion from the natural tremors of the hand. 

Inasmuch as the period of the earth's vibrations in- 
creases the farther they travel, it is evident that an in- 
strument of short period will be better suited to register 
local and near earthquakes, and one of much longer nat- 
ural })erio(l the shocks which have come from a distance. 
It is this tendency of a pendulum to swing in its 
own natural period which is the most serious ob- 
stacle in the way of accurately registering earth move- 
ments. Devices which operate to reduce or neutralize this 
natural motion of the pendulum and allow the motion of 
the earth particle to be expressed, are known as damping 
devices. The principle of their action may be illustrated 
by the recoil cylinders, which are fitted to heavy guns, by 
the action of which the recoil movement is in large meas- 
ure destroyed. All damping devices are alike in this re- 
spect, that the earth movement automatically arouses an 
opposin<^ force, tending to check it by a force which stands 
in some proportion to the shock which calls it forth. 
Damping devices make use of the incompressibility of oil 
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confined in cylinders behind a perforated piston (oil damp- 
ing), upon the resistance of air to sudden movement of 
broad surfaces (air damping), or to opposing magnetic 
attraction so regulated as to increase with the magnitude 
of the earth disturbance (magnetic dampers). All damp- 
ing devices alike tend to reduce the amplitude of the mo- 
tions as recorded in the diagram. 

This instrument, made in two parts, is con- 

aniver- structed to record all the components of the earth- 

aioro- quake motion. The apparatus to register the hori- 

moffrapiL 2ontal component represents the type of vertical 

pendulum, and has a steady mavss of 100 kilograms, or 

about 220 pounds {M in 
A, Fig. 92), which is sus- 
pend(Hl from a bracket fast- 
ened to the wall, T^. The 
motion of the earth is di- 
rectly eoniniuniratod to a 

m. 

levor of the second class, /, 




4^^^ 
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B. 



Pio. 92. — ^^V^icpntini universal microseismograph. A, Apparatus to ro- 
ister the horizontal components of the motion. B, Apparatus to 
roister the vertical component. 
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with iti4 fuicrum, V, at the lower surface of the eteadj 
mass. This motion, magnified by the lever, is divided 
into rectangular components at the same time that its 
direction 1:4 changed and its amplitude again magnified 
by a delicate pair of levers ingeniously contrived (see a, 
h, c, of Fig. 92). 

The instrument to register the vertical component of the 
motion (the form most widely introduced for the purpose) 
has a steady mass, jV, weigiiing 50 kilograms, or about 
110 poimds, at the en<l of a wagon spring, J*', projecting 
from a firm fastening »ii)on the wall. The upward and 
downward niolinii which is set up in this mass by a shock 
of eartluiuako i.-; magnifii.Ml and changed into a horizontal 




-Strnsbiirc lOO-kilOBrnm pciiaiiliini (tminniiidcTl. Thesmallw 
figure Bhowa OQ a larger scale a purtion cf Ihe regi-itering device. 
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plane by two levers, I and p. All three components of the 

earth motion may thus be rogistered, side by side, upon a 

single roll of smoked paper. 

Unlike the Vicentini seismograph, the Omori 
,^^(^ and the Grablowitz types of instrument are horizon- 
r tal pendulums, and arc always used in pairs. One 

Blum— Qf these is usually set up so as to register the north- 
south component of the carih motion, and the other 

tlic east-west component. In the Bosch, or European form 

of the Omori seismograph, some- 
times known as tho Bosch-Omori, 

or Strashurg, seism ograjih, the 

t'tandard to which the pendulum 

is attached is a cast-ir«m L-olumn 

or mast, 1.^ meters (about 1.(1 

yardw) in height. From lliis 

mast the steady mass, .1 (of KKi 

kilograms — 220.5 pounds — in the 

type figured), is carried by a 

boom, L, and by adjustable stays 

supported at the top of the mast, 

L'. A casting of horseshoe form 

is firmly bolted to the pier, and 

carries under its arch in a yoke 

the device for magnifying and 

registering the earlh motion {sec 

smaller cut of Fig. !)3). This 

instrument has in 19(17 been pro- 
vided with an air-damping de- 1 

vice which consists of a broad at'^^h^bic to straaburg 

. heuvv,lionTOiital|>eniiuluni. 

plate of alummum hung withm 

a narrow case, and has firmly attai'hcd to i( a metal 

rod which projects below the tase (sw J-'ig. 9-!). This 
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rod is so connected with the end of the boom of the 
seismograph that the latter's motions are checked as a 
result of the resistance of the air which is confined 
within the case. 
__ _^, , A quite diflerent type of seismograph, and here 

Mtatio ^° inverted vertical pendulum, is the Wiechert 

pendulum astatic pendulum seismometer, which is represented 
feUmometer. -^^ section in Fig. 95. The dead mass, P3/, is here 
an iron body weighing 1,100 kilograms, or nearly 2,500 
pounds, which is balanced upon a pivot, D, and inclosed 
within a case. A portion of the pendulum in the form of 
an axle projects above the table, jT, and the mass is kept 
approximately in equilibrium through the rod, Sb, the bal- 
ancing rod, Sta, and the pair of horizontal springs, F, by 
which it is connoclcd to the tal)lo, T. From the point, ]', 
of the ecjualizing rod, eonneciion is made with the damp- 
ing drum, J)T, upon the one side, and upon the other with 
the levers 11\ and lln of the registering device, by which, 
with the indicator, iV/, the earth motion transmitted 
through the table" is multiplied and changed into a hori- 
zontal plane before registration upon the roll of smoked 
paper, B. The instrument is fitted with an exactly similar 
damping and registering device, lying in the vertical plane 
at right angles to the section shown. 

In this form of instriinient the cilect of the natural vi- 
bration period of the. pcniluluni is completely ne\itralizc*d 
by the damping device, and (he instrument is said to he 
astatic. Its success has shown the prime necessity of a gen- 
eral im|)rovement in damping d(»viees, and the makers of 
other types of pendulum are to-day giving special attention 
to til is feature. Wiechert's seismogrnplis with steady 
masses of 17,000 kilograms, or nearly nineteen tons, have 
now been constructed, though upon somewhat dififerent 
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liner". In such cases the stationan- mass is made hollow 
and is lilled with heavy spar, which mny lie obtained from 




any source whatever, afdT the inplniment has reached its 
destination. Willi such great weights in the stationary 
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mass, the friction between indicator and paper becomes a 
negligible quantity, which, with the astatic feature and with 
magnifications of 2,200, adapts this instrument to detect 
extremely small tremors of the earth. Its use is obvionaly 
to record the distant rather than the near or local earth- 
quakes. With such sensitiveness and capacity for refined 
measurement, the larger Wiechert pendulums are difBcnlt 
to keep in adjustment, and a highly trained physicist and 
mechanic is an absolute essential to its suct»essful operation. 
, Except in earthquake stations of the first rank, 

newimall ^^ instrument is needed which is able to register 
horiiontal the more important of the distant earthquakes, and 
pendulum. ^^le local shocks as well. Professor Wiechert has, in 
the summer of 1907, been especially successful in perfect- 
ing a pendulum of ingenious but comparatively simple 
construction in order to meet just such requirements. 
This instruin(»nt, which, without its case, is represented in 
Plate XXI 1 1, will be understood from the description of 
the earlier type. The stationary mass, which is here in two 
parts, G and G^, is shown at the right of the view mounted 
upon a common ponduhim seat. From the center of grav- 
ity of the weights, stiff metal rods communicate the 
(apparent) motion of the pendulum to trusslike S3'stems 
of levers. //,, and these through a rod, ^7, to an axle, Sch, 
on which the writing pons are carried. In the opposite 
direction the same trusslike lever system operates the air- 
damping device, I)^ — a piston working in a cylinder and 
sucking in the air through small openings whose size is 
subj(»c't to r(»gnlation. The usual weight of the steady mass 
in this instrument is 80 kilograms, and the rate of regis- 
tration 30 tM^ntimoters per hour, but both these values may 
be changed and the weight be made as large as 200 kilo- 
grams (441 pounds). 
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The Italians have long tnken a prominent posi- 

imo- lion in L'urlhijuakc investigation, and Itivir chief 

Bvrnptu. Biaijon at Kot'ca tli Pnjia. near Kome, is fitted up 

with instruments designed by the distinguished director, 

Profesisor Agpmennone, These instruments have a scnsi- 
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tiveness which van l>o com])arod only with the elnhorate 
German instnimonts designed hy Wicchcrt. Tlic more 
delicate Agemonnonc seismographs are vertical pendulums, 
the stationary masses of which have usually the form of a 
country cheese — they are cylinders of small Icnglh but of 
large diameter (3/^ of Fig. 06). In the axis of the cylin- 
drical steady mass, a well descends to the center of gravity 
of the mass, and upon the bottom of this well a vertical 
lever, X, is established by means of a pin (not shown in 
90 373 
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tlic fi^niro). An extension of llic frame of the instrument, 
which partakes of all the earth's nioveiuents, projects 
downward into the w(?ll and conimunicales its motion to 
the lever, A', at a point but a short distance above the ful- * 
crum at tlie bottom of the well. Through this lever of the 
peeond elass the earth's motion is much magnified, and is 
again many times multiplied by the elalwrate system of 
levers which are shown at the top of the figure. A pecu- 
liarity of certain of the Agemennone instruments is that 
a device is provided for feeding the registering paper with • 
a double velocity during the arrival of earth shocks (see 
JMatc XXIV, -1). This result is accomplished through 
the action of seismoscopes of simple character which, being 
thrown into vibration, make and close electric contacts. . 
Professor Ageniennone has now constructed a so-called 
micros(Msmoinetrogra})h with a steady mass of 2,000 kilo- 
grams, (»r more than two tons weight (se(^ Plate XXIV, B). 
The choice of locality is often of imj>ortance in 

Thefeiimo- (.stablishing an earthnunke station. If the instru- 
grapn oeUar. ^ 

ment to be used is one of long period, as would be 

the case if it is designed to register es])(»cially the heavy 
distant eartliquaki»s, it may l)e best set up in contact with 
tlu^ rocky basement, ])rovide(l, of course, that this is to be 
found at or n(»ar the surface of ilie ground. For the study 
of local and near eartlKjuakes, loose soil serves b(3tter, be- 
cause* the waves are increased in amplitude in passing 
through such materials. For a sensitive instrument it is 
necessary to construct a seismograph cellar beneath the 
surface of the ground and ])rovided with piers independent 
of tlie floor for the nioiinling of the instruments. It goes 
without savin fr that such a cellar should not be constructed 
near railway tracks, or streets on which heavy teaming is 
done. The construction of a cellar of the German station 



\ 




N 



DISTANT STUDY OF EARTHQUAKES 

for earthquake study at Hamburg is indicated in Fig. 97. 
and will re(|uirc no special explanation tevond Hie state- 
ment that the distance of the pendulum pier from the 




.pier for the registering apjiaratus has been here detormiuud 
by the use of ootlcal registration. 
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CIIArTER XYII 

THE INTEItPRETATION' OP EAliTlI AlITOORAPIIS 

When the early forma of seismoscope gave place 
ocrapli ^o self -recording instrument:', or seismographs, the 
rMtei- earth may be said to have bcgim the writing of its 
'■ autograph, even though the crudeness might sug- 

gest that its mark would be a more fitting term. The 




Fin. BS.— The earthquake in the Philippines, April 10, 1907, recorded 

at the Manila Observatory. 
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writing of these early seismographs is a scrawl which is 
more dependent upon the natural period of vibration of 

the instrument than upon the nature of 
the motions of the ground (see Fig. 98). 
If a revolving drum had been used to carry 
the paper at a uniform rate beneath the 
marker, the scrawl would, indeed, have 
been changed into a wavy diagram, but for 
the reason given this would have possessed 
little value as a record of earthquake mo- 
tion. The scrawl assumes to present the 
motions of the ground in all azimuths of 
the horizontal plane. 

When, in 1894, Professor von Rebeur- 
Paschwitz was able to show that the mo- 
tions ohsorvod in a delicate horizontal 
])enduhini at Strasburg. were due to oartli- 
<|iiakes wbicb bad occurred in Japan and 
X'cnoziiohi, the niodcrn era of seismometrv 
was inau<juratnd. To record movements of 
such small amplitude, instruments of great 
sensitiveness are required, and it has bwn 
a somewhat common impression that a 
limit is fixed for the refinements of a seis- 
mograph by the danger of confusing with 
earth movements the purely local move- 
ments in the air or building surrounding 
the instrument. Tt is, therefore, fortimate 
that the natural autograph of the earth 
has its distinctive characters which dif- 
ferentiate it from perturbations in the 
recording instrument due to artificial 
causes. What these characters are will 
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more dearly appear as we proceed, but an inspection of 
Figs. 99 and 100 will suffice to show that such indi- 
vidual and distinctive characters belong to the earth 
writing. 

Modem seismographs, as we have seen, record separately 
the different components of the earth motion, for which, 
therefore, either two or three essentially separate instru- 
ments are necessary. The vertical component of the mo- 
tion, which it is the most difficult to accurately register, is 
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Fio. 100. — Diagrams to show movements registered upon a seismograph 
by: A, earthquake; B, persons passing in street; C, passing artillery; 
Df cannon shots; E, strong wind; F, neighboring machine in opera- 
tioD (after Sieberg). 



perhaps best obtained by the Vicentini form of instrument, 
and the rectangular, horizontal components may be studied 
either by separate instruments, as in the Milne and Omori 
types of pendulum, or together by a singular instrument, 
the two components being separated in tlic mechanical re- 
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corder of the motion, as is done by the Wiechert and Age- 
inennone instruments. 
Optiealor ^^^ principal difference between the records 

meehanieal from light pendulums with optical registration like 
regiBtration. pjg 99^ gjjj ^i^q heavy pendulums with their me- 
chanical registers, is occasioned by the high cost of pho- 
tographic paper with which the former must be fed, and 
the resulting small scale of most of the records which have 
been secured. Separate vi])rations are thus generally run 
together instead of being separated as they are by the 
mechanical registering instruments (sec Fig. 101,/?). The 
light pendulums have, however, the advantage that their 
records are in no wav modified as the result of anv friction 

» ml 

such as exists between tlie marker and the paper in the 
mechanically rt^gistering instruinont. 

A compariscm of the soisniograins represented in 
Fig. 101 shows that there is an essential difference 
between the records of near and of far earthquakes. 
In the case of near earthquakes the motion im- 
parted to the instrument begins with very nearly, if 
not quite, its full amj)litiKle, whereas in the case of distant 
earthquakes the records reveal several distinct types of 
vibratory motion generally recorded in separate parts of 
the autograph. 

. , , . There are crenerallv three main divisions and a 

Analysis of 

distant number of subordinate ones in the record of a dis- 

earthquake tant earthquake as taken by a modern pendulum. 

The main divisions are known as the first prelimi- 
nary iremors, the second 'prcliwinary tremors (sometimes 
lacking), and the uiain or large iraves. The first prelimi- 
nary tremors from the great Indian earthquake of 1897, 
as registered at the station of TJocca di Papa, near Rome, 
had an estimated period of 0.5 to 0.8 of a second, and their 
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"lo. 101. — A, Itpcord of u nenr partlifiuakc, 
that of ErhiK», Jstxin, im May 26, I8IW, 
obtainoil at Ilonici), Tokyo (nftor Kikiiclii). 
B, Rcrnnl of a diHtont partluiiiakc. that of 
Mexia,, on April 15, 1907, obtainc.l . 
inglon (af(«r lifarviii). 
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amplitude was but a fraction of a millimeter. The large 
waves in the case of this earthquake had a complete period 
of twenty-two seconds^ a length of thirty-four miles^ and a 
rise and fall of no less than twenty inches. These waves 
appear, therefore, to travel like a slow swell along the 
earth's surface, and they would be felt by individuals save 
only for the extreme slowness of their motion. It is thus 
apparent that the main waves show a falling off, in both 
the rapidity of their motion and in their amplitude, the far- 
ther they travel, and an experienced observer can roughly 
estimate upon this basis the distance of the disturbed area. 
A more elaborate analvsis of the records of dis- 

ft* 

MottoBt of ^^^^ earthquakes shows that the large waves in the 

the large seismogram may be further divided into four sec- 

wavee. tions, which are designated ])y Omori the third, 

fourth, fifth, sixth, and sometimes additional sections (the 

first and second preliminary tremors being here includi>d 

in the numeration). The vibrations of the third section 
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oh tst Section, or let Preliminary Tremors. 

he 2nd Section, or 2nd Preliminarj Tremors. 

cA Srd Section^ ^Ist Phase of the Principal Portion. 

<*< ith Section/ l2nd ,. „ „ 

</ 6th Sections Main Part, or ^3rd ,. „ « t. 

So ethSectioni 14th „ „ „ „ 

i Tail, or End Portion. 

Fig. 102. — Diagram to illii%;trate the diflforent sections of a "distant " 

eartlKjuakc record (ufter Omori). 
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are few snd slow, those of the fourth section are somewhat 
quicker and of very large amplitude, while those of section 
five are of much 
shorter period and 
of large amplitude. 
The duration)! of 
these different sec- 
tions of the com- 
plete earthquake 
record are roughly 
equal to one an- 
other, if the third 
and fourth sections 
1)0 taken together 
(see Fig. 103). The 
amplitude is great- 
est in the fourth and fifth sections. The fceldo vilmitioiis 
wliich end the scisnofrram are cnllpil its "tail." 

Tlie great Indian oarthtjunke of 1897 was the 
first heavy earthquake upon the land to be studied 
tioth hy coordinated earthquake stations and by 
geologists upon the ground. The records of the stations 
show that the waves traveled not only through hut around 
the globe, thus furnishing a sort of parallel to the atmos- 
pheric wave started by the eruption of Krakatoa in 1883. 
Professor Milne has recently drawn attention to the in- 
teresting fact that even in the case of lighter earthquake* 
from which the enorgj- is so dissipated that no record is 
obtained at the more distant stations, a distinct thickening 
of the linos may be noted in those stations which are lo- 
cated at the antipodes. These " antipodean survivors " of 
the large waves found in the registrations in English earth- 
quake stations can be traced to earthquakes in New 
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Zealand, and their survival at the antipodes only is to be 

ascribed to the cumulative effect of waves converging upon 

the station from many great-circle routes. 

_ The seismoCTams registered from some earth- 

LftTffo waves 

reappear quakes of great intensity have revealed more than 

after eirenit a single set of large waves, and these have been des- 
^»^®^- ignated W,, W^, and W3. The first of these to ap- 

pear in the record have reached the station by the nearest 
route along the surface (see Fig. 104). The waves W^ 
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Flo. 104. — Diagram to show tlie j)atlis of tlie si'veral waves found in the 
record of the Chemakha (Turkestan) earth([uake of August 22, 1002. 

from their diniinislied amplitude and the time of their 
arrival, are to be a>!cri])ed to vibrations which were trans- 
mitted alon<r the surface in the opposite direction over the 
antipodes ; while the waves TF, are relatively feeble, and 
the time of their arrival is about three hours and thirty- 
one minutes behind that of IF,, or that necessary for the 
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waves of section 
five to make a 
complete circuit 
of the globe 
with the deter- 
miced velocity 
of such waves of 
about 3.3 kilo- 
meters (about 
2.05 miles) per 
second. The 
seismogram of 
the Turkestan 
earthquake of 
August 22, 1902, 
reveals these 
waves TV, and W^ with some 
distinctness (see Fig. 105). 
^^ ^j The waves which first 

iBiiwuT reach the ohscrving sta- 
wTiand (ion, the fir^t prelim- 
• wavai. jjjg,^ tremors in the 
seismogram, appear to have 
taken a more direct route 
through the earth's mass. 
They are, therefore, fre- 
quently referred to as the 
direct waves of the sois- 
mogram. It has been 
rather generally held as a 
theoretic proposition that 
these direct waves are lon- 
gitudinal — that is, com- 
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pressional — vibrations; whereas the large or main waves 
have been supposed to vibrate in planes transverse to the 
line of propagation. A decisive experimental proof of the 
correctness of this view seems to have been happily fur- 
nished by the recent Kingston earthquake of January 14, 
1907, registered by the seismograph* of the United States 
Weather Bureau. The two Bosch-Omori pendulums at 
the Bureau are so placed as to record the north-south and 
the east-west components of the wave motion. Xow it 
happens that the port of Kingston, which is something 
more than 1,400 miles distant from Washington, differs in 
longitude by only fifteen minutes. For our purposes, 
therefore, Kingston may be considered as located upon the 
meridian of Washington. Practically no preliminary 
tremors were registered in the east-west direction at the 
time of the earthquake, though a very distinct series was 
recorded in the north-south direction. Notwithstanding 
this difference, tlic main waves appeared at practically the 
same instant in the two records, hut the amplitude of the 
east-west component was about five times that of the north- 
south component. 

With the constants of earthquake pendulums cor- 
rectly determined, they afford the possibility of com- 
paring the intensity of shocks which they register. 
Shocks which in Japan are designated "severe" 
correspond to a maximum acceleration imparted 
to the earth particle of a few hundred millimeters per 
second per second. Shocks just strong enough to be per- 
ceptible without the aid of instruments correspond to ac- 
celerations of about seventeen millimeters per second per 
second. By the same measure the maximum acceleration 
from the great Mino-Owari earthquake of 1891 corre- 
sponded to 444 millimeters per second per second. 
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«ity of '^^^ possibility of fixing the location of the dis- 

Aireot turbed region in the case of one of the so-called 
••• " unfelt quakes," inheres in the fact that the waves 

of heavy earthquakes are transmitted both through the mass 
of the globe and along its circumference (see Fig. 104). 
The waves which first reach the station, the preliminary 
tremors, appear to come by the direct route along a chord 
through the earth's mass, as is pretty clearly shown by 
their constancy of velocity when the station is distant and 
its variability when it is near. For the long distances, the 
velocity is quite uniform and about 10 kilometers (6 J 
miles) per second, so that the diameter of the earth is tra- 
versed in about twenty minutes. 

The Japanese school of seismologists have generally 
held that the waves which produce these initial vibrations 
in the seismogram have an arcual path similar to but 
deeper than that of the large waves, which follow them 
in time and are, as all agree, surface waves. The velocity 
of the preliminary tremors, reckoned on this basis, would 
be about 14 kilometers (about 8.7 miles) per second, in- 
stead of 10. Perhaps the strongest argument against this 
view is found in the known constants of surface rocks, 
which do not permit of such a velocity. The apparently 
uniform velocity of propagation of earthquake waves 
through the core of the earth is a revelation of the first 
order of magnitude, for it indicates for the earth a uni- 
formity of composition, and, moreover, a rigidity one and 
a half times that of the hardest steel. 

It seems likely that the value assigned for the velocity 
of the direct waves may subsequently be somewhat modi- 
fied, since it has been based largely upon records made 
upon the light Milne pendulum.^. Some sacrifice the pio- 
neer must always make, and the standard Milne instrument 
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suffers in comparison with the later German, Japanese, and 
Italian types, not only l)eeause of its lightness, but because 
the expense of photographic paper has necessitated 
a slow movement of the feeding drum and a re- 
sulting contracted scale of the seismogram. When 
compared with the Rebeur instrument, as has now 
been possible at the Batavia station where a ]^Iilne 
and a Rebeur pendulum have been installed side by side, 
the records show for the first time that the registration 
of the shocks begins from one to ten minutes earlier upon 
the Rebeur pendulum. The preliminary tremors of the 
Milne instrument may, especially in the case of lighter 
earthquakes, belong in the second phase of records from 
more sensitive instruments. 

For origins less than 1,000 kilometers (G31 miles) dis- 
tant, the preliminary tremors do not appear separately 
in the seismogram, and it is supposed that they are com- 
bined with the large waves and reach the station with a 
velocity of about 3.3 kilometers (about 2 miles) per second, 
with little doubt because of the lower rock densities which 
are traversed along the shorter and " crustal " chords. 
Velocity of '^'^^^' determination of the velocity of the main 

the iurfaoe or surface waves is subject to some variation because 
waves. of the recognition of several sections and the neces- 

sity of making a choice among them in fixing the velocity. 
The value given by Milne on the basis of many determina- 
tions is about three and a half kilometers per second. The 
Earthquake Investigation Committee of Japan instituted 
in 1894 at the suggestion of Professors Sekiya and Omori 
a system of triangulation which involved the use of four 
stations provided with exactly similar instruments and so 
connected by telegraph as to receive uniform ticks from a 
chronometer. The distances separating the stations varied 
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from 2.29 to 10.86 kilometers (about 1.5 to 6.8 miles). 
All instruments being started by the same earthquake, the 
recognition of special marked vibrations permitted the 
times of arrival of the same shocks to be compared. The 
-result thus obtained for the velocity of the surface waves 
of large amplitude (section 5) was 3.3 kilometers per sec- 
ond, or the same as by the usual and natural method. 
eorre- ^^ is interesting to compare the vibrations regis- 

m with tered in the seismogram with the types of shocks 
;ioiial which arc perceived by the observer upon the ground 
1^1 within the disturbed area. The small amplitude 

'k«. and the rapid period of the preliminary tremors 

in the seismogram, no less than their great velocity, seem 
to clearly ally them with the frictional shocks which be- 
come perceptible as the premonitory rumblings of the 
earthquake. As already explained, these direct waves have 
now been shown by Marvin to be longitudinal, which, 
taken in connection with their rapid period, fits them to 
give out a low musical sound. The great intensity of the 
successional shocks and their vibration perpendicular to the 
surface of the ground along which they travel, corresponds 
to the nature of the main waves of the seismogram, as they 
have been made known through observations upon the 
recent Kingston eartliquake. The well-known lack of any 
correspondence between the intensity of the sounds and the 
strength of tlie sliocks which they accompany is in harmony 
with the view that the former are a consequence of the 
friction on fracture surfaces. 

The second preliminary tremors in the seismogram are 
not as yet sufficiently explained, but their constancy in the 
case of distant earthquakes and the law which governs 
their time of appearance in the record seem to show that 
they are definite vibrations of a distinct class and not re- 
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flections of cither of the other classes^ as has sometimes 
been suppascd. 

With fairly uniform rates of propagation estab- 
lished for both the direct and the surface waves 
originating at any distant origin, the difference in- 
time l)etweon the arrival of the preliminary tremors 
and that of the large waves gives a measure of the 
distance of the origin from the observing station. For ex- 
ample, a distance of 80° of arc along the surface corre- 
sponds to a time interval separating first preliminary 
tremors and first large waves of al)out thirty-five minutes. 
A homely illustration of this method for computing the 
distance is furnished by a man and a boy starting from 
the same point at the same instant and traveling with 
different velocities. It is onlv necessarv to know the exact 
tim(» when cac-li arrives at a given point to derive the dis- 
tance of their starting point. 

Ltiska has derived surprisingly simple formulas 
for fixing the distance of the seat of disturbance in 
the case of remote eartlKpiakes. If V^ be the time in 
minutes of xho commencement of the preliminary tremors, 
\'.. that of the second i)reliminary tremors, and B that 
of the main waves in the seismogram ; and if A be the 
distance in megameters (1 megameter equals 1,000 kilo- 
meters or ai)Out (521 miles), then 



and 



l+A=V8-Vx 
3 A = B - Vi. 



It has been proven by many determinations that these 
formulas are correct to a close approximation. They may 
be stated in simple form as follows: 

1. 21ie duration of the first preliminary tremors in min- 
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utes, less one, is the distance of the seat of the disturbance 
in megameters, 

2. The duration of all preliminary tremors in minutes 
is thrice the distance of the seat of the disturbance in 
megameters. 

Professor Omori has deduced equations for the distance 
of great earthquakes differing somewhat in form from 
those of Ldska. For earthquakes less than 1,000 kilome- 
ters distant his equation is : 



'km 
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jMm _. 7 27 jr- + 38 

For earthquakes which vary in distance from 2,000 to 
14,000 kilometers his equation is : 

x*^ = 6.543r"+720^. 

It is evident that if the distance of an eartliquake 
from the observing station may be accurately deter- 
mined, its distance from three or more widely sep- 
arated stations is sullicient to fix its location upon 
the earth's surface. From two such stations its loca- 
tion is fixed as at one or the other of the points wliere the 
arcs described (upon a globe) ftom each station with radii 
equal to the distances as determined from those stations, 
intersect each other. The arc described by the same 
method from the third station tells which of these inter- 
sections corresponds to the locus of the earthquake. A 
lack of precision in any of the determinations tends to be 
corrected rs arcs are described from a larger number of 
stations, and the probability of considerable error may be 
gauged from the size of the so-called " triangle of error " 
at the intersections. The simple principle involved in this 
method will be clear from inspection of Fig. 106. 

The deep significance of the modern seismogram having 
been recognized, the necessity for coordinating the work 
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of different stations is apparent. Under the leadership of 
Professor Milne, the British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science has coordinated the work of some 
ordinatioii of forty-five stations well distributed over the surface 
earthquake of the globe, at each of which observations are 
stationB. regularly made upon the Milne standard instru- 

ment. Reports from all the stations are forwarded to a 
central committee of the Association, which, after com- 
parison and study, issuas a semiannual report which is 
mailed to all the stations for further study. 



^ HOHOLU UU 




Fia. 106. — Diagram to illustrate the location of a great earthquake 
from observations made at three widely separated stations. 

Japan, with its relatively small but widely extended 
territory, has at present, in addition to its Central Meteoro- 
logical Observatory and tlie Laboratory' of the Seismologi- 
cal Institute of the Imperial University (both at Tokyo), 
71 local stations provided with seismographs and 1,437 
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other stations scattered throughout Japan. The 71 sta- 
tions of the higher class receive standard time by telegraph 
from the central station at Tokyo. 

Germany has established no less than twelve 
irvations earthquake stations of the first rank, in addition to 
l«niiaiiy the chief station at Strasburg, where may be found 
^' the highest development of instrumental refinement 
in earthquake study. Here have been held the interna- 
tional conferences upon earthquakes, and here was founded 
in 1903 the International Association of Seismology. 

In Italy the Central Office for Meteorology and Geo- 
dynamics, directed by Professor Palazzo, coordinates the 
work of fifteen seismological stations of the first ranki 
For collecting information upon Italian earthquakes, there 
are 150 regular correspondents well distributed through 
the peninsula and Sicily, and 650 other persons who have 
agreed to telegraph an immediate report to the central 
office whenever an earthquake shock has been perceived in 
their neighborhood. 

Largely as a result of the destructive earthquake in Val- 
paraiso in August, 1900, the Republic of Chili has organ- 
ized a national earthquake service with three stations of the 
first rank, besides a number of smaller ones, all under the 
direction of the Count do Montessus de Ballore. 

, , After Groat Britain no nation hap better oppor- 

) ontlook 

tji^ tunities for establishing a coordinated system of 

itod earthquake stations than has the United States. 

^■' Coming late into the field she will not be required 

to make the sacrifices of the pioneer on account of earlier 
and cruder instruments, and her isolated outlying terri- 
tory is well distributed for the purpose in view. With 
first-class stations and modern instruments in Washing- 
ton, New England, the Mississippi valley, California, 
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Alaska, Panama, Honolulu, Tutuila, Manila, Guam, Cuba, 
and Porto Rico, much might be accomplished to offset the 
minor role which the nation has thus far played in the re- 
cent advance of seismology. 

At the meeting of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science, held in New York City in December, 
190(),a Committee on Seismology, composed of fifteen mem- 
bers, was appointed, and at the initial assembly for organi- 
zation which was held in Washington, almost upon the first 
anniversary of the great California earthquake, arrange- 
ments were perfected looking toward a differentiation of 
the seismological work of the different government bureaus 
interested in science. It has been arranged that the United 
States Weather Bureau will make application to the next 
Congress for an appropriation to be used in inaugurating 
a coordinated series of earthquake stations well distributed 
througliout the country. Following close u])on this move- 
ment in the American Association, a number of universi- 
ties have made provision to set up seismological instru- 
ments of modern types. 

It is now hardlv a decade since tlic first coordi- 
nated observations were begun at earthquake sta- 
tions; but the results already obtained from 1890 to 
1905 in the location of unfelt earthquakes have l)een 
compiled by the veteran English seismologist, Milne. 
The map of these macroscisms, which is reproduced in Fig. 
107, indicates a number of oval areas within which heavy 
earthquakes liave rep(»atedly been located. These so-called 
" ovals '' are either beneath the sea or along the margin 
of sea and land, with a much smaller number upon the 
continents more or less distant from the present shores. 
Of those located upon the continents and especially upon 
their borders, the ovals are for the most part well-known 
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earthquake r^ons. The map has been criticised upon the 
ground that certain well-known seismic regions such as 
California, Andalusia, Lake Baikal, and New Zealand are 
not indicated, though Newfoundland and the Indian Ocean 
are. As regards this objection, it should not be overlooked 
that regions of high seismicity may not necessarily be re- 
gions of equally frequent macroseisms, and the brief period 
that the method has been in operation removes much of the 
force of the objection so far as the seismic regions not in- 
dicated upon the map are concerned. 

As regards Newfoundland the oval merely grazes its 
comer and is centered over the steep wall of the ocean 
deep at the margin of the great banks. As this scarp is 
off the lane of transatlantic steamships, the direct observa- 
tion of submarine quakes should in any case be seldom 
made. It is found, however, that on Septeml)er 27, 1838, 
the ship Ln Claudine (Captain Blount), while in this vi- 
cinity, experienced a most severe series of shocks lasting 
three quarters of an hour. Nearly all the breaks in the 
Atlantic cables occur at this wall, and on October 4, 1884, 
the throe cables, running here in parallel lines about ten 
miles apart, were simultaneously fractured at points oppo- 
site each other and in a straight line. 

The other oval of macroseismic origins to which objec- 
tion has been made is likewise seldom crossed bv vessels ex- 
cept upon its margin, but we have here the record of severe 
quakes felt on February 9, 1823, on October 13, 1863, 
and on Januarv' 29, 1882. It seems likely, therefore, that 
the new method of distant study is greatly extending our 
knowledge of earthquakes into regions of which we should 
otherwise have at best but little knowledge, and the confir- 
mation is found for the generalization that much the 
greater number of earthquakes occur beneath the sea and 
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along the borders of the great ocean deeps. An earlier map 
which was published by Professor Milne displayed in ad- 
dition to the ovals the ridges and the deeps upon the 
ocean floor, thus bringing out the fact that a definite rela- 
tionship connects the origins of macroseisms and the pro- 
nounced irregularities of the sea bottom. The studies 
have thus afforded for the oceanic areas a complementary 
verification of the conclusions of De Montessus concern- 
ing the continents, which has been already discussed in 
Chapter III. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 



DISTURBANCES OF GRAVITY AND OF EARTH MAGNETISM 



The sharp 
line which 
leparates 
*' near** from 
"far" 
earthquakes. 



The analysis of earthquake waves by means of 
the modern sei&mograph has shown that a remark- 
able line of cleavage separates the so-called "near" 
earthquakes from the so-called " distant " ones. In 
the diagram of the latter a set of waves of minute 
amplitude and quick period precedes the arrival of the 
larger waves by a time interval which is dependent upon 
the distance of the origin. Inasmuch as these preliminary 
tremors are continuous up to the large waves of the dia- 
gram, they undoubtedly continue also after the arrival of 
the latter, though they are not generally prominent enough 
to be identified when superimposed. These preliminary 
tremors have been shown to be vibrations which have trav- 
eled by the most direct route through the core of the earth, 
of which the density is known to be about 5 J times that 
of water. The main waves, on the other hand, have trav- 
eled by the longer route along the surface of the earth, in 
which, moreover, density is only about 2^ times that 
of water. Since waves of anv sort have their velocitv 
directly dependent upon the density of the medium which 
they traverse, the measured velocities of the direct and 
the surface waves of 10 and 3 J kilometers per second 
(about G.2 to 2.2 miles) respectively, are about what we 
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should expect from the 

kno«-n densities of the ^;j^,i^>^^l^'Z£r'^ 
materials m which each 

•1.1 . ^vfu df ooHth wave* lO Mm »•*. » 

mainly travels. >ii!bocV*3 «^ 'H T^'^*^««c. 

The fact of especial signifi- 
cance to which attention should 
be drawn is, that the approxi- 
mate distance which separates 
the '* near *' earthquake from 
which the preliminary tremors 
are absent, from the " far "" 
earthquake in whose diagram 
they are present, is in the 
neighborhood of 1,000 kilo- 
meters or about G20 miles. 
The most natural explanation 
for this rather sharp line of 
demarcation is that when the 
" direct " waves travel along 
the shorter chords of the earth 
they are largely within the 
shell of low density and low 
velocity, and hence more near- 
ly follow the. path of the sur- 
face waves. Their record 
should, if this is true, be 
superimposed upon that of the 
main waves and hence lost. 




Fio. 108. — Diagram to illustrate the proportionate Center of earth 

thicknesscfl of the core and of the enveloping 

shell of the earth, based upon the obser\'ed velocities of earth- 
quake waves. 
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MeMiire of 
the thiok- 
iiMt of the 
Murth*! 
"omit." 



Cheographio 
distribution 
of abnormal 
valnei of 
gravity. 



The chord of 1,000 kilometers measured upon 
an arc of the earth's surface subtends an angle of 
about 9°, and its deepest point is only about twelve 
and a half miles below the surface. The conclusion 
to be drawn from this consideration is that the shell 
of the earth meets the core of denser material on an unex- 
pectedly sharp contact surface, which is less than twelve 
and a half miles below the outer surface of the globe, and 
probably little more than half that distance (see Fig. 108). 
The shell, or crust, would thus be proportionately thinner 
than the shell of a hen's egg. We shall see that there are 
some irregularities in the value of gravity and in the ter- 
restrial magnetism which find an explanation upon this 
hypothesis. 

The pull of the eartli exerted upon bodies above 
its surface is such that whcin they are free to fall 
they acquire a velocity in a second suflicient to 
carry them a little over 32 foot during the next sec- 
ond. This value, which is known as the acceleration 
of gravity, and is written, //, is smaller as we got farther 
from the earth's center, and henee must be measured at 
sea level or corrected in accordance with a determined law. 
Owing, further, to the earth's s])lieroi(lal shape, gravity 
varies also with the latitude of the place at which it is 
measured. The local value of acceleration is not usually 
measured in connection with a body falling freely, since 
it can be as correctly and more convenientlv determined 
from bodies constrained in their motion, as is, for exam- 
ple, an ordinary pendulum. The period of a pendulum's 
vibration is quicker the greater the force of gravity, so 
that it swings more rapidly at points nearer the center of 
the earth. Observations to determine the local value of 
gravity, known as pendulum observations, have now been 
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made at many points which are scattered over the conti- 
nents, and these reveal variations which are not explain- 
able either by the altitude or the latitude at the place 
where the observations are made. 

Many of tlie abnormal values of gravity are clearly due 
to the proximity of mountain masses, which, as they exert 
their pull upon the pendulum bob, materially alter its 
period of vibration. The point A, in Fig. 109, should be 




Fio. 109. — DiBgram to illustrate some causes of tlie abnormal values 
in the local acceleration of gravity. A, A point upon the surface 
where gravity is strongly inAuenced by Dcighboring mountaina. 
B, A point where gravity is affected by the elevation along a fault 
of a portion of the dense core of the earth. 

one of abnormal value of g, due to the neighboring moun- 
tain mass, and it is thus possible to "weigh" the mass 
of the mountain witb a pendulum. 

Just as a heavy mass aljove the general surface 
iMof "^ *^*^ earth exerts its pull upon a pendulum, so any 
mass of unusual density located beneath the surface 
should exert its effect. The chief difference is that 
the one mass is exposed and its bulk and probable 
density are a subject for computation, while the bulk and 
density of the other must be based upon inference only. 
If it be true (hat the low densities known to be characteris- 
tic of the rocks within the earth's crust are restricted to 
a thin shell, as is inferred from the velocities of earth 
301 



Tlt7t« 

tkqnakai. 



EAKTHQUAKES 

waves, theD it follows that a considerable vertical di^ 
placement of portions of the sliell along faults should be 
detected by abnormal variations in the local values of 




',— Map of noulhcm Italy and Sicily lo bIidiv tlip iliftlHt.iil 
nriBticiM* ill tin- vuluu of gravity. TIip curving lines com: 
« puint.s ii]inii llic surface wliicli nrc c)iarBc1«riEed by the si 
lUtita of vuriHtiuii froiu iioniial voJui-ii (after RJcoA}. 
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gravity, values which are not accounted for by the peculiar 
topography of the country (see B in Fig. 109). 

It has recently been discovered that in certain provinces, 
at least, a correspondence exists between zones of faults 
upon the surface and earthquake belts on the one hand, 
and zones of abnormal gravity upon the other. As yet, 
comparatively few studies of this nature have been made, 
but in Russia, in India, and in Italy, independent investi- 
gations have led to the same conclusion. Previous to the 
heavy earthquake of Calabria on September 8, 1905, a 
royal commission, headed by Professor Ricco, had com- 
pleted a study of the distribution of the acceleration of 
gravity over southern Italy and Sicily. The results show 
that the most marked changes in this value (where the so- 
called isoabnormal lines are most crowded, see Fig. 110) 
are at the borders of the great Tyrranean deep of the Medi- 
terranean, lying between the peninsula of Italy, Sicily, 
and Sardinia ; and that these zones correspond to the areas 
of important faults and to great instability — they are the 
prominent earthquake belts of the region. A new royal 
commission, headed by Professor Ricc6, is now to repeat 
the earlier work, and thus determine whether changes in 
gravity may be traced to the movements which brought 
about the earthquake in September, 1905. There are few 
more promising fields of inquiry into the nature and 
structure of the interior of the earth than this of the dis- 
tribution of the value of gravity. 
^^ , The earliest modern determinations of gravity 

f%Tity within the oceanic areas were made upon islands 
the situated far from the mainland of Asia. The re- 

'^^ suits obtained wore so abnormal as to allow the con- 

elusion that gravity is generally above the normal value 
over the seas and below it upon the continents. Thus, it 
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became cominoii to speak of continental and insular values 
of gravity. Until quite recently there has been no method 
of measuring the value of gravity over the open sea, 
and Professor Rudolph, writing in 1887, said: "Pendu- 
lum observations upon the sea must hence be regarded 
as a pressing need of scientific investigation if we are 
to come to a better understanding of the structure of 
the earth's crust and the operation of the geodynaraic 
forces/' With the discovery of a new and simple method 
for measuring gravity, and one suited to use upon ship- 
board, observations were made in 1902 on a voyage be- 
tween Hamburg in Germany, and Rio Janeiro in Brazil. 
The results of these studies were a great surprise, because 
they showed that with comparatively small variations 
gravity was the same over the sea as at sea level, and in 
the same latitude upon the land. It is, however, sig- 
nificant that the places where variations in gravity were 
chiefly observed lie over the steep slopes of the ocean floor 
along the line traversed. These points are: (1) At the 
sudden passage from the Gettysburg Bank to the great 
deep near the Canary Islands; (2) at the rapid descent 
of the sea floor between St. Paul's Island and the equator; 
and (3) at the rapid rise near Cape St. Roque, Brazil. 
From Hamburg until over the descent at the north of the 
Bay of Biscay, the variations of the acceleration of gravity 
did not exceed 15 units, whereas they here increased to 
177 units. Remaining near zero, along the coast of Por- 
tugal, they suddenly increased to 152 units off the mouth 
of the Tagus, and near a descent to depths of 5,000 meters 
(about 10,400 feet). 

The measurements made at Bonin upon the basis of 
which the idea that gravity is uniformly in excess over the 
seas was reached, are in the light of these observations 
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otherw'ise aocountcd for, for Benin is a sharp ridge from 
which the sea hottoin descends steeply upon both sides to 
depths of over 6,000 meters (about 19,680 feet). The ex- 
cess of gravity over normal at Bonin was found to be no 
less than 257 units, though in the Atlantic over flat sea 
floors 4,000 to 4,500 meters (13,120 to 14,760 feet) below 
the surface the value is normal. As has been found to be 
the case upon the land, the points of maximum abnormal 
gravity are upon the sea the zones of extreme instability — 
the belts where seaquakes have been most frequently felt 
in the Atlantic (see Fig. 82, p. 241 ). These areas of steep 
slope, of maximum abnormality of gravity, and of maxi- 
mnm of seismicity may, therefore, be safely designated as 
zones of dislocation or faulting. 

It has long been known that magnetic needles 
mrbuioet ^^^^ been often disturbed during the passage of 
inc earthquake shocks. Shortly before the earthquakes 

khquaket. ^^ Lisbon in 1755 in many physical laboratories 
scattered throughout Europe, the armatures suddenly 
dropped from horseshoe magnets. Alexander von Hum- 
boldt, who experienced many earthquakes, tells us that 
during the earthquake of Cumana, on November 4, 1797, 
the magnetic inclination at that place was reduced by 
ninety centesimal minutes, though in other heavy earth- 
quakes no change occurred. It is this lack of uniformity 
of the observations, which has been characteristic, that 
has caused the magnetic perturbations described as occur- 
ring during earthquakes, to be either doubted or to be 
ascribed to mechanical causes only. Automatically regis- 
tering magnetic needles, or magnetographs, which are now 
installed at many stations scattered over the globe, have 
added much to our knowledge of this subject, while confirm- 
ing the variation in the results which was before observed. 
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After the Laibach (Austrian) earthquake of Easter, 
1895, the magnetographs located in Milan, Italy, Pav- 
lovsk, Russia, Potsdam, Germany, and Vienna, all showed 
marked perturbations. The magnetogram registered at 
this time in the Vienna observatory showed a sudden in- 
terruption luul wide displacement (sec Fig. 111). In 1887 

a magnetic survey of 
Japan was carried out, 
and in October, 1891, 
occurred the great Mi- 
no-Owari earthquake. 
During December and 
January following the 
earthquake a magnet- 
ic resurvey was made 
within the region 
chiefly affected by the 
shocks in order to de- 
j I tormine what changes, 

if any, had occurred 
in the magnetic con- 
stants of the province. 
To quote the language 
of Baron Kikuchi, it 
was thus learned that " there had been a most remarkable 
change in the isornagnctics of the district. 

With the object of learning how the magnetic 
netiodii- pert url)at ions are related to tlie shocks from great 
turbanoei and distant, or world-shaking earthquakes, Profes- 
are local. ^^^ j^jjjj^^^ j^^ ^gc)^^ prepared a list of the dates of 

larger earth movements of which the centers of disturb- 
ance are known. ^Phis list was forwarded to thirtv-two 
different magnetic observatories, with the request that 
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comparison be made with the magnetograins which were 
on file at each place. From the replies returned, it ap- 
peared that whereas at some stations the magnetic needles 
are seldom, and then only slightly, disturbed at the time of 
great earthquakes, at others they so frequently respond to 
the earth shocks that their records have a seismological 
value. The case of Toronto in Canada is especially in- 
teresting. The magnetographs in Toronto itself did not 
respond to earthquakes, whereas after the station had been 
removed to Agincourt but a few miles away, responses had 
been frequently noted. When, now, the values of gravity 
at each of the stations included in the questwnnaire are 
considered, it is found that the magnetographs respond to 
earthquakes at those stations only where gravity i^ most 
abnormal. 

A movement of a portion of the dense magnetic core of 
the earth upon a fault (as at B, Fig. 109) should induce 
perturbations in magnetic needles in the vicinity. Now 
the mere presence of large magnetic masses in the neigh- 
borhood of a compass, or under certain conditions at con- 
siderable distances, causes its directive property to be to 
a large extent neutralized, so that it becomes sensitive to 
ver}' slight jars. In the above described conditions we may 
see a possible explanation of ship's compasses suddenly 
and temporarily becoming " crazy '^ and failing to indicate 
the pole. On April 17, 1907, while between lat. 42° 20' 
and 42° 40' X., and long. 53° and 55° W., the steamship 
La Provence was imable for a considerable period to steer 
upon its course owing to the fact that the ship's compass 
completely lost its directive quality. Milne has been in- 
clined to believe that where magnetographs respond to 
earthquakes with special readiness " a hidden chain or mass 
of unusually dense material " underlies the vicinity of the 

307 



wri'ri.r ; 



EARTHQUAKES 

station. " In other words, the value of g at these stations 
should be greater than at those stations where magnetic 
needles are not disturbed." Observations made in Japan 
in those instances where magnetic disturbances seem to 
have been of very limited extent permit of a calculation 
of the distance above or below the earth's surface where 
the source of the disturbance is located. These calcula- 
tions show that the height or depth of the source is small 
compared with the distances which separate the observ- 
ing stations. 
A threefold ^^ ^^^ interesting studies upon the distribution 

correipond- of gravity Professor Ricc6 has since added an ex- 
•'^^•' amination of the distribution of earth magnetism 

(see Fig. 112), and the results may be summed up in 
his own words: "We may, therefore, conclude that in 
eastern Sicily, also, we have the threefold correspondence 
of singular instability, or seismic activity, with noteworthy 
anomaly of gravity, and with irregularity of terrestrial 
magnetism.'' 

The scattered observations which have here been brought 
together are but beginnings, though significant ones, and 
it seems likely that the near future will bring many studies 
of a related character. 
Possibility When in accordance with an Imperial Ordinance, 

of predictinfir dated June 25, 1892, the famous Earthquake Inves- 
earthqoakes. tigation Committee of Japan was organized ; its ob- 
jects were stated to be : " In the first place to investigate 
whether there are any means of predicting earthquakes; 
and in the second place to investigate what can be done to 
reduce the disa^^trous effects of earthquake shocks to a 
minimum, by the choice of proper structures, materials, 
position, etc.'' The committee has included some of the 
most brilliant scientific men of Japan, and has now worked 
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enthusiastically and tirelessly for a period of fifteen years; 
but it is necessary to admit that the last-named endeavor 
is the only one which has been crowned with success. 

This much, however, 
may be said, that when 
earthquakes are light 
and frequent, danger i^ 
much less than it is dur- 
ing a complete cessation 
of shocks. The philos- 
ophy of this seems to be 
that if adjustments in 
level within the crust are 
frequently made they 
are so much the less se- 
vere, whereas stresses 
may gather during a 
temporary cessation of 
earthquakes until they 
are finally able to over- 
come a greater resistance 
with proportionately 
greater violence. There 
is, however, one hoiwful 
outlook for the future. 
Magnetic disturbances in 
Japan, particularly, have 
generally preceded earth- 
quakes by a period meas- 
ured in days more often 
than hours, and the Jap- 
anese are hopeful that 
in this circumstance lies 
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112. — Map of easttrn Sicily U> in- 
dicate the way in which the lines of 
equal earth magnetism (lioriiontal 
eomponenl of intensity) an! crowded 
togelhpr or deflectcil In crossing 
eartliijuake diatricts (after RicoiU. 
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the possibility of giving warning of earthquakes by a time 
interval sufficient at least to greatly reduce the loss of 
life. 
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1880. Transactions of the Seismological Society of Japan. 
Vols. I-XVI (1880-92). Continued as the Seismo- 
logical Journal of Japan. Vols. I-IV (1893-95), 
Edited by Prof. John Milne. 

1887. Gerland's Beitrage zur Geophysik. Vols. I-VIII; 
Supplementary Vols. I-III (1887-1907). This is the 
organ of the International Seismological Association, 
and is edited by Prof. George Gerland, Director of the 
German Chief Station for Earthquake Study at Stras- 
burg. Printed by Wilhelm Engelmann of Leipsic. The 
papers are printed in any one of the four languages, 
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1895. Bolletino della Society Sismologia Italiana. Edited 
by Prof. Luigi Palazzo, Director of the Central Office 
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the Earthquake Station at Laibach, Austria. Jahr- 
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C. The Ross^i-Forel Scale of Earthquake Intensity 

Strength. 

I. Shocks so weak as to be perceived by a single type of 
seismograph only. Not perceptible on seismographs 
generally, and confirmed by practiced observers only. 
II. Shocks registered by seismographs generally. Con- 
firmed by a small number of persons who are in a con- 
dition of rest. 
III. Shaking noticed by many persons. Strong enough for 
the duration and the direction of the shocks to be 
estimated. 
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Strxnoth. 

IV. Shaking noticed by persons in a state of activity. Shak- 
ing of movable objects, such as windows and doors. 
Cracking sounds in houses. 
V. Quaking generally noticed by the entire population. 
Large objects, like beds and other pieces of furniture, 
are set in motion. Ringing of some door bells. 
VI. General awakening of sleepers, and general ringing 
of door bells. Swinging of chandeliers, stopping of 
clocks, visible swaying of trees and bushes. Some 
persons desert their houses in terror. 
VII. Overturning of movable objects, falling of plaster 
from walls and ceiling, ringing of church bells. General 
terror; but no damage to structures. 
VIII. Throwing down of chimneys, appearance of cracks in 
the walls of buildings. 
IX. Partial or complete destruction of certain buildings. 
X. Great catastrophe. Ruined buildings, overturning of 
earth layers, appearance of clefts in the earth, land- 
slips. 

D, The Rudolph Scale of Seaquake Intensiiy 

I. Very slight trembling and generally a sound not unlike 
that of a rope running out over the rail. Generally 
perceptible below deck only, and there by those only 
who are in the more favorable positions. (Ill of 
Rossi-Forel Scale.) 

II. Slight trembling. Strange unusual shaking in the 
ship tending to arouse a sleeping crew, and especially 
perceptible to those who' are below deck. (IV of Rossi- 
Forel Scale.) 
m. Trembling in the entire ship, which produces the effect 
of rolling great casks over the deck. (IV of Rossi- 
Forel Scale.) 

IV. Moderately strong quaking, similar to that which is 
perceived when the anchor is dropped in deep water 
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and the chain runs out rapidly. (IV of Rossi-FoTel 
Scale.) 

V. Rather strong shaking, as though the ship had run 
upon a coral reef, a sand bank, or a rock, and slipped 
over it; or had run afoul of another craft or wreck 
and quickly thereafter had resumed it« course. (IV 
of Rossi-Forcl Scale.) 
VI. Strong shaking which sets light and loose objects, such 
as cups, plates, glasses, etc., in motion, making them 
clink and rattle. The rudder is shaken first one way 
and then the other, so that the wheel turns in the hands 
of the helmsman. (V and VI of Rossi-Forel Scale.) 
VIJ. Quite strong shaking and definite shocks, so that the 
hull gives out a cracking sound, and it is impossible to 
stand erect upon the deck. (VII of Rossi-Forcl Scale.) 
VII 1. Very strong shaking with definite shocks. Masts, 
spars, tackle work, and all objects upon the deck are 
shaken. The compass in the binnacle is thrown down; 
the thermometer is broken, etc. (VIII of Rossi-Forel 
Scale.) 
IX. Extraordinarily strong shaking with definite shocks. 
The ship is thrown to one side and is set to rolling. 
It is raised; loses steerage way, or is arrested in its 
course. (IX of Rossi-Forel Scale.) 

X. Destructive action. People arc thrown down upon the 
deck. Heavy objects are thrown up into the air. 
Cannons spring from their fastenings. The deck- 
boards spring up. The ship becomes leaky. (X of 
Rossi-Forel Scale.) 

E. Earthquake Questionnaire Adopted by Prof, G.- Oerland, 
Ihrcctor of the German Chief Stalion for Earthquake Study 

The following questions are printed upon the back of a postal 
card and sent throughout the earthquake district requesting a 
reply to each : 
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1. Place and date of the earthquake? 

2. At what time (hour, minute, and, if possible, second) did 
it occur? A.M. or p.m.? 

3. Where was the observer? In the open air? In the house? 
In what story? 

4. What was the number and duration of the shocks? What 
was their direction? 

5. What were the effects of the earth* juake? 

6. Earthquake sounds? 

7. Behavior of springs, wells, etc.? 

8. Other observations? 

9. Name and address of the observer? 

F. Account of the Great Earthquake in New France on February 
5, 1663, from accounts in the **Je.suit Relations ^' 

All students of seismology are placed under obligation to 
Dr. Reuben G. Thwaites, who has edited in English the vo- 
luminous ''Jesuit Relations," which have recently been pub- 
lished in seventy-three volumes. In these ancient documents 
are extremely valuable accounts of the great earthquake in 
New France which occurred February 5, 1663. Rev. Frederick 
L. Odenbach, S. J., has extracted from the "Jesuit Relations" 
the scattered references to this earthquake and published 
them in the Twelfth Annual Report of the Meteorological 
Observatory of the College of St. Ignatius at Cleveland, Ohio 
(1906-7). The following extract is taken with some omissions 
from Father Odenbach 's paper. There are few existing accounts 
which more clearly and picturesquely set forth the phenomena 
accompanying a truly great earthquake. The original docu- 
ments, here given without change, are mainly letters of Jerome 
Lalemant*. 

An earthquake, extending over a region more than two 
hundred leagues in length and one hundred in width — making 
20,000 leagues in all — has shaken this whole country, and 
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caused us to witness some prodigious transformations. Moun- 
tains were swallowed up ; forests were changed into great lakes; 
rivers disappeared; rocks were split, and their fragments 
hurled to the very tops of the tallest trees; thunders rumbled 
beneath our feet in the womb of the earth, which belched forth 
flames; doleful and terror-inspiring voices were heard; while 
whales and porpoises bellowed in the waters; in short, all the 
elements seemed aroused against us and threatened us with 
direst disaster. (Letter to Provincial, September 4, 1663.) 

On the 5th of February, 1663, toward half-past 5 p.m., a 
loud roaring was heard at the same time throughout the length 
and breadth of Canadas. This noise, which gave one the 
impression that the house was on fire, made all rush out doors 
to escape so unexpected a conflagration ;*but instead of smoke 
and flames, people were much surprised to behold walls 
tottering, and all the stones in motion, as if they had been 
detached. Roofs seemed to bend down in one direction, and 
then back aj^ain in the other; bells ran^ of their own accord; 
beams, joists, and boards creaked; and the earth leaped up, 
and made the palisade stakes dance in a way that would 
have seemed incredible, had we not witnessed it in different 
places. Then all left their houses, animals took flight, children 
cried in the streets, and men and women, seized with terror, 
knew not whore to take refuge — exj)ecting every moment to 
be cither overwholnied under the ruins of the houses, or 
swallowed up in some abyss that was to open beneath their 
feet. Some knelt in the snow and cried for mercy, while others 
passed the rest of the night in i)rayer; for the earthquake 
continued without ceasing, maintaining a certain swaying mo- 
tion much like that of ships at sea, so that some experienced 
from this tossing the same heaving of the stomach that one 
suffers on the w^ater. 

This disturbance was much greater in the forests, where 
there seemed to be a battle between the trees, which crashed 
against one another, not merely their branches, but even, one 
would have said, their trunks being torn from their places to 
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leap one upon another, with the din and confusion that made 
our savages say that all the woods were drunken. 

War seemed to be waged even by the mountains, some of 
them being uprooted, to be hurled against others, and leaving 
yawning chasms in the places whence they had sprung. At 
times, too, they buried the trees, with which they were covered, 
deep in the ground up to their topmost branches; and at other 
times they would plant them, branches downward, which 
would then take the place of the roots, leaving only a forest 
of upturned trunks. 

During this general wreck on land, ice five to six feet in 
thickness was broken, flying into fragments, and splitting 
open, in various places, whence issued either great clouds of 
smoke or jets of mild and sand, which ascended to a lofty 
height in the air. 

Our springs either ceased to flow or gave forth only sul- 
phurous waters. Rivers either disappeared entirely or were 
thoroughly defiled, the waters of some becoming yellow, and 
of others red; and our great river St. Lawrence appeared all 
whitish as far as the neighborhood of Tadoussack (harbor 
of Saguenay). 

Word comes from Montreal that, during the earthquake 
fence-stakes were plainly seen to jump up and down as if in 
a dance; of two doors in the same room, one closed itself and 
the other opened of its own accord; chimneys and housetops 
bent Hke tree-branches shaken by the wind; on raising the 
foot in walking one felt the ground coming up after him and 
rising in proportion to the height to which he lifted his foot, 
sometimes giving the sole a quite smart rap ; and other similar 
occurrences of a highly surprising nature are reported from 
that place. 

From Three Rivers they wrote the following account : 

"The first and severest of all the shocks began with a 
rumbling like that of thunder, and the houses were shaken 
like tree-tops, during a storm, amid a noise that made people 
think there was a fire crackling in their garrets. 
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"The first shock continued fully half an hour, although 
its great violence lasted only a scant quarter of an hour. 
There was not a person who did not think the earth was about 
to split open. We further observed that, while the earth- 
quake was almost continuous, still it was not of the same 
intensity, sometimes resembling the rocking of a great vessel 
riding at anchor, a motion which caused giddiness in many. 

"Sometimes the disturbance was irregular, and precipitated 
by various sharp movements — sometimes of considerable 
severity, at other times more moderate; but most commonly 
consisting of a quivering motion, which was perceptible to 
one away from the noise and at rest. According to the report 
of many Frenchmen and savages, who were eye-witnesses 
far up on our river, the Three Rivers, five or six leagues from 
here, the banks bordering the stream on each side, and formerly 
of a prodigious height, were leveled — being removed from 
their foundations, and uprooted to the water's level. These 
two mountains, with all their forests, thus overturned into the 
river, formed there a mighty dike which forced that stream to 
change and to spread over great plains recently discovered. 
At the same time, however, it undermined all those displaced 
lands, and caused their gradual detrition by the waters of the 
river, which was still so thick and turbid as to change the color 
of the whole great St. Lawrence River. Judge how much soil 
it must take to keep its waters flowing constantly full of mire 
every day for nearly three months." 

New lakes are seen where there were none before; certain 
mountains are seen no more, having been swallowed up; a 
numl^er of rapids have been levelled; a number of rivers have 
disjippearod; the earth was rent in many places, and it has 
opened chasms whose depths cannot be sounded; in fine, such 
confusion has been wrought, of woods overturned and swallowed 
up, that now we see fields of more than a thousand arpents 
utterly bare, and as if very recently plowed, where a short 
time ii^o were only forests. 

We learn from Tadoussacque that the stress of the earth- 
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quake was not less severe there than elsewhere ; that a shower 
of ashes was seen crossing the stream like a great storm and 
that, if one were inclined to follow the river bank all the way 
from Cape Tourmente (half way between Quebec and Sague- 
nay) to that point, he would see some marvelous effects of 
the earthquake. Near the Bay of St. Paul there was a little 
mountain, situated on the river bank and a quarter of a 
league, or nearly that, in circumference, which was swallowed; 
and as if it had only taken a plunge, it came up again from 
the depths to be changed into a little island. And farther 
down near Point Aux AUouettes, a whole forest became 
detached from the mainland and slid into the river, where it 
presents to view great trees, straight and verdant, which 
spring into being in the water overnight. 

On the day before the 5th of February the aspect of the sky 
was quite tranquil and serene, even more so on the 5th until 
5 P.M. (at Quebec). 

Two circumstances, moreover, render this earthquake very 
remarkable. The first was its time of duration, it having 
continued into the month of August, or for more than six 
months. The shocks, it is true, were not always equally 
severe. In certain districts, as toward the mountains in 
our rear (N), the din and the oscillating motion were un- 
intermittent for a long time; in others, as in the region of 
Tadoussacque, the shocks occurred ordinarily two or three 
times a day, with great force; and we noticed that in the 
more elevated places the motion was less than in the level 
country. 

The second circumstance concerns the extent of this earth- 
quake, which we believe to have been general in all of New 
France; for we learn that it made itself felt from Isle Perc^ 
and Gasp6e, which are at the mouth of our river, up to Montreal 
and beyond, as also in New f]ngland, Acadia, and other far 
distant regions. Therefore, knowing as we do that the earth- 
quake extended over a tract of two hundred leagues in length 
by one hundred in width, we have an area of twenty thousand 
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leagues which was all shaken at once, on the same day and at 
the same moment. 

There are many things incidental to this earthquake and 
various circumstances by which we are led to believe that all 
America was shaken. In fact, we have already ascertained 
that it extended from the borders of the Iroquois country to 
Acadia, which is a part of Southern America, that is, a thou- 
sand miles. The sault in the St. Lawrence, which on account of 
its nearness to Three Rivers had received its name from that 
river, was level. Barbarians most distant of all from us, an- 
nounce as a fact that they were borne along those recent chasms 
to the extent of a 30-mile march, nor were they able to find 
their origin or extent or finally to measure their profound 
depth. 
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